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A RESOLUTI ON
Directing the Environnmental Resources and Energy Conmmittee to
study and report on the issue of nmethods to reduce greenhouse
gas em ssions.

WHEREAS, There is growing scientific consensus that the
global climte is warm ng at rates that coul d cause significant
tenperature increases and weat her pattern changes across the
gl obe; and

WHEREAS, Various scientific organi zations such as the
I nt ergovernnental Panel on Cinmate Change and the Nati onal
Acadeny of Science have presented a variety of studies
describing the potential short-termand |ong-termeffects
associated with rising global tenperatures; and

WHEREAS, These studi es have shown that atnospheric |evels of

carbon di oxi de, nethane, nitrous oxi de and ot her greenhouse

gases are at their highest since this data was recorded; and
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WHEREAS, A portion of this global increase in atnospheric
greenhouse gases is attributable to human activity such as the
conbustion of fossil fuels and the use of vehicles for
transportation; and

WHEREAS, An inventory of greenhouse gas em ssions fromwthin
this Commonweal th conducted by The Pennsyl vania State University
in 2002 identified the types and | evels of these em ssions from
various sectors within this Commonweal t h; and

WHEREAS, Mtigation efforts will be necessary to reduce
greenhouse gas eni ssions, and adaptation efforts will be needed
to hel p Pennsyl vani ans work toward reducing the effects of
gr eenhouse gas emn ssions; and

WHEREAS, Pennsyl vania has taken a | eadership role in reducing
greenhouse gas eni ssions by inplenenting the Alternative Energy
Portfolio Standards, by initiating prograns to accelerate the
use of alternative fuels, and by conducting research,
devel opnent and depl oynment of clean energy technol ogi es; and

WHEREAS, A variety of Pennsyl vani a-based conpani es have taken
| eadership roles in reduci ng greenhouse gas em ssions and in
devel opi ng new technol ogi es and products that will reduce these
em ssi ons; and

WHEREAS, It has been denonstrated that strategies to reduce
greenhouse gas eni ssions can | ower business operating costs and
i ncrease profitability; and

WHEREAS, Many of the technol ogi es that reduce greenhouse gas
em ssions al so have the potential for cost savings to
Pennsyl vani a consuners, generating savings across a variety of
econoni ¢ sectors, potentially increasing spending, creating jobs
and providing an overall benefit to the State econony; and

WHEREAS, The Environnmental Resources and Energy Conmittee
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hel d two public neetings on the subject of global clinate change
and greenhouse gas em ssions which provided input to the
commttee clearly denonstrating the need for additional research
and careful consideration of future policy or legislative
actions related to the effects of climte change and greenhouse
gas reduction strategi es on Pennsyl vani a; and

WHEREAS, These neetings also raised the possibility that if
greenhouse gas eni ssions policies are not properly devel oped,
t he econony of this Commonweal th could be placed at serious risk
and its econom c conpetitiveness with other states could be
significantly jeopardized; and

WHEREAS, While there are a variety of options and
t echnol ogi es to reduce greenhouse gas em ssions at a State
level, it is necessary to fully understand the inplications and
effects of each and to ensure that strategies are carefully
selected so their inplenentati on does not have an adverse i npact
on any one sector of the econony of this Commonweal th; therefore
be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives direct the
Envi ronnment al Resources and Energy Conmittee to:

(1) Gather public input to identify potential cost-
effective options that could be undertaken by various sectors
of this Commonweal th's econony to reduce greenhouse gas
em Sssi ons.

(2) Uilize the public hearing process to identify those
policy and technol ogy options that will reduce greenhouse gas
em ssions while also identifying options that will not have
an adverse inpact on this Commonweal th's econony.

(3) Determ ne the advantages and di sadvant ages of

establishing a Statewide climate action registry which
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generally would record actions taken by various entities to
reduce greenhouse gas em ssions.
(4) Prepare a report to the General Assenbly that will:
(i) describe the public hearing process undertaken;
(ii) describe the variety of policy and
t echnol ogi cal options for reduci ng greenhouse gas
em ssions reconmended t hrough the public input process;

(ti1) include a list of those options that have the
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greatest potential to reduce greenhouse gas em ssions
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whi | e enhanci ng the econom ¢ conpetitiveness of al
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sectors of this Commonweal th's econony; and
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(iv) include reconmendations for future action as
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may be needed by the CGeneral Assenbly.
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