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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
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| NTRODUCED BY COHEN, CGECRCGE, LEACH, DePASQUALE, HERSHEY,
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A RESCLUTI ON

Calling for the holding of a conference on the use of alternate
energy sources in honor of Benjam n Franklin.

WHEREAS, Benjamin Franklin first naned and denonstrated
practical uses for an electrical battery in Philadel phia in
1748; and

WHEREAS, Benjami n Franklin devel oped and pronoted a stove
that heated honmes nore efficiently than existing firepl aces,
and, to encourage its use, he did not patent his invention; and

WHEREAS, The Benjamin Franklin Tercentenary was cel ebrated
| ast year in Philadel phia; and

WHEREAS, The United States is facing the problemof rising
gasol ine prices and overwhel m ng dependence on an uncertain
future supply of inported petrol eum and

WHEREAS, Today's hybrid vehicles are nore efficient than
nonhybrid vehicles: they do not idle, use smaller engines and
recapture braking energy into a battery for |ater use; and

WHEREAS, Mbst hybrid vehicles presently avail able are 100%
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gasol i ne-fuel ed; and

WHEREAS, Additional technol ogi cal advances could tap the ful
potential of hybrid vehicles, saving much nore gasoline and
provi di ng many ot her benefits; and

WHEREAS, Plug-in hybrid electric vehicles (PHEVsS) sinply add
el ectricity, a cleaner and cheaper donestic energy source for
passenger vehicles; and

WHEREAS, PHEVs al | ow consuners to have the equivalent of a
second small fuel tank which is always used first and can be
filled at honme with electricity froman ordinary 120 volt
socket, at a cost equivalent to | ess than $1 per gallon; and

WHEREAS, PHEVs have denonstrated that electricity can be
successfully substituted for gasoline for the first 5 to 30
m |l es of driving each day; and

WHEREAS, Although PHEVs usual ly charge at night, the
Commonweal th of Pennsylvania currently has an anple surplus of
el ectric generation capacity during daylight hours and exports
el ectricity to neighboring states; and

WHEREAS, When a PHEV' s battery has been discharged, it still
has the sanme extended range avail able from a gasol i ne engi ne
while remaining relatively clean and efficient; and

WHEREAS, Energy experts have concl uded that w despread
adoption of PHEVs could result in significant reduction of our
dependence on foreign petrol eum supplies; and

WHEREAS, Three hundred years after Ben Franklin was born,
students and teachers at West Phil adel phia's Hi gh School are
wor ki ng on hybrid vehicles and ot her energy-efficient vehicles
powered by alternative fuels; and

WHEREAS, It is fitting, useful and prudent to hold a

conference of experts in batteries, hybrids and electric
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generation as well as autonobile manufacturers,
environnmental i sts, utility representatives, plug-in advocates,
first responders and representatives of Federal, State and | ocal
government in Ben Franklin's adopted hometown to di scuss how
PHEVs coul d i npact our econony, environnment and society; and

WHEREAS, Conferees shoul d di scuss how governnent and the
private sector can encourage the adoption of PHEV technol ogy and
how to change traditional nodels of autonobiles, electricity use
and car and battery utilization and di sposal along with
traditional first responder rescue techni ques as necessary;
therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal th of Pennsylvania call for a conference on PHEVs to
be held in Phil adel phia in honor of Benjamn Franklin, the
city's nost renowned resident and inventor of the electric
battery; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives urge that the
conference serve as a building block for the devel opnent of the
PHEV i ndustry and that participants include, but not be limted
to, autonakers, battery conpanies, public utilities,
environnmental i sts and hybrid advocates in order to devel op,
di scuss, pronote and deliver the possibilities of these
t echnol ogi es and seek consensus w thout bringing in other
controversial energy issues like nuclear power or drilling in
the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be delivered to the
President of the United States, to the Governor of Pennsyl vani a,
to the Mayor of Phil adel phia, to the Pennsyl vani a Congressi onal
Del egation, to the United States Secretary of Energy, to the

United States Secretary of Transportation, to the Pennsylvani a
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Secretary of Environmental Protection, to the Pennsyl vania
Secretary of Transportation, to the Federal Energy Regul atory
Commi ssion, to the Pennsylvania Public Utility Conm ssion, to

The Franklin Institute and to the American Phil osophi cal

aa A W N P

Soci et y.

B21L82BI L/ 20070H0107R0730 - 4 -



