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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 12  *%5°

| NTRODUCED BY VI TALI, CALTAG RONE, CLYMER, COHEN, CRElI GHTON
CURRY, DALEY, FRANKEL, GOODVAN, HARPER, HENNESSEY, JAMES,
JOSEPHS, LEACH, LEVDANSKY, MARKCSEK, MUNDY, PAYTON, PRESTON,
READSHAW ROEBUCK, STABACK, WALKO, WHEATLEY, YOUNGBLOOD
LONG ETTIl, SCAVELLO AND WANSACZ, JANUARY 30, 2007

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, JANUARY 30, 2007
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A RESCLUTI ON

Directing the Pennsyl vani a Comr ssion on Sentencing to conduct a

study on the use and inpact of mandatory m ni num sent ences.

WHEREAS, A "mandatory m ni num sentence” refers to a
statutorily defined mnimumterm of inprisonment that a court is
required to i npose on a defendant at sentencing; and

WHEREAS, Certai n conduct prohibited under the Crinmes Code,
Title 18 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, including,
but not limted to, crimnal offenses conmtted with firearns,
drug of fenses and crines against children and the elderly, and
under other acts of the General Assenbly provide for the
i nposition of a mandatory m ni num sent ence; and

WHEREAS, Mandatory m ni mum sentences significantly increase
the cost of corrections by inposing |onger prison terns and
i ncreasing the prison popul ation; and

VWHEREAS, Nationwi de there is a |ack of information on the

cost-effectiveness, deterrence and justice of mandatory m ni num
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sent ences; and

WHEREAS, Mandat ory m ni mum sentences nay have a greater
effect on deterring certain types of crime than others; and

WHEREAS, The term of a mandatory m ni num sentence shoul d bear
a rational relationship to the type of crime conmtted; and

WHEREAS, The exi stence of statutes requiring the inposition
of mandatory m ni mum sentences can affect all aspects of the
crimnal justice system and

WHEREAS, Mandatory m ni mum sentences |imt the discretion of
a sentencing judge; and

WHEREAS, Know edge that a guilty plea or guilty verdict for
any offense requires the inposition of a mandatory m ni mum
sentence may affect the plea or verdict particularly in judicial
districts with heavy dockets; and

WHEREAS, | nposition of a mandatory m ni num sentence nay
affect an offender's eligibility for rehabilitation prograns and
early rel ease; and

WHEREAS, The House of Representatives should be know edgeabl e
about the use and inpact of mandatory m ni mum sentences on the
crimnal justice systemin this Comonweal th; and

WHEREAS, A review of mandatory m ni num sentences i s necessary
to determine in what circunstances and for what types of crines
the sentences are nost effective as well as the appropriate
| ength of sentence; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives direct the
Pennsyl vani a Conm ssion on Sentencing to study the use and
i npact of mandatory m ni mum sentences on the crimnal justice
systemin this Comonweal th; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Pennsyl vania Conmm ssion on Sentencing

report to the House of Representatives on its activities,
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1 findings and recomendations no |ater than two years follow ng

2 the adoption of this resolution.
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