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A JO NT RESCLUTI ON
Proposing i ntegrated anendnents to the Constitution of the

Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a, further providing for

| egi sl ati ve and congressi onal reapportionnent.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:

Section 1. The follow ng anendnments to the Constitution of
Pennsyl vani a are proposed in accordance with Article Xl

(1) That section 17 of Article Il be repeal ed:

[8 17. Legislative Reapportionnent Conmi ssion.

(a) In each year followi ng the year of the Federal decenni al
census, a Legislative Reapportionnment Conm ssion shall be
constituted for the purpose of reapportioning the Comonwealth.
The conm ssion shall act by a ngjority of its entire menbership.

(b) The conmm ssion shall consist of five nenbers: four of
whom shall be the majority and mnority | eaders of both the

Senate and the House of Representatives, or deputies appointed

by each of them and a chairman selected as hereinafter
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provided. No later than 60 days following the official reporting
of the Federal decennial census as required by Federal |aw, the
four menbers shall be certified by the President pro tenpore of
the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives to
the elections officer of the Conmonweal th who under | aw shal
have supervi sion over el ections.

The four nmenbers within 45 days after their certification
shall select the fifth menber, who shall serve as chairman of
the comm ssion, and shall imediately certify his nane to such
el ections officer. The chairman shall be a citizen of the
Commonweal th other than a |local, State or Federal official
hol ding an office to which conpensation is attached.

If the four nmenbers fail to select the fifth nenber within
the tinme prescribed, a ngjority of the entire nmenbership of the
Suprene Court within 30 days thereafter shall appoint the
chai rman as aforesaid and certify his appointnent to such
el ections officer.

Any vacancy in the comm ssion shall be filled within 15 days
in the sane manner in which such position was originally filled.
(c) No later than 90 days after either the comm ssion has
been duly certified or the popul ation data for the Commonweal t h
as determ ned by the Federal decennial census are avail abl e,

whi chever is later in time, the conmi ssion shall file a
prelimnary reapportionnment plan with such el ections officer.

The conmm ssion shall have 30 days after filing the
prelimnary plan to nake corrections in the plan.

Any person aggrieved by the prelimnary plan shall have the
same 30-day period to file exceptions with the comm ssion in
whi ch case the conm ssion shall have 30 days after the date the

exceptions were filed to prepare and file with such el ections
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of ficer a revised reapportionnment plan. If no exceptions are
filed within 30 days, or if filed and acted upon, the
comm ssions's plan shall be final and have the force of |aw

(d) Any aggrieved person may file an appeal fromthe final
plan directly to the Suprene Court within 30 days after the
filing thereof. If the appellant establishes that the final plan
is contrary to |law, the Suprene Court shall issue an order
remandi ng the plan to the comm ssion and directing the
commi ssion to reapportion the Comonwealth in a manner not
inconsi stent with such order.

(e) Wen the Suprene Court has finally decided an appeal or
when the last day for filing an appeal has passed with no appeal
t aken, the reapportionnment plan shall have the force of |aw and
the districts therein provided shall be used thereafter in
el ections to the General Assenbly until the next reapportionnment
as required under this section 17.

(f) Any district which does not include the residence from
whi ch a nenber of the Senate was el ected whether or not
schedul ed for election at the next general election shall elect
a Senator at such election.

(g) The General Assenbly shall appropriate sufficient funds
for the conpensation and expenses of nmenbers and staff appointed
by the conm ssion, and ot her necessary expenses. The nenbers of
the comm ssion shall be entitled to such conpensation for their
services as the General Assenbly fromtinme to tinme shal
determi ne, but no part thereof shall be paid until a prelimnary
plan is filed. If a prelimnary plan is filed but the comm ssion
fails to file a revised or final plan within the tine
prescri bed, the conm ssion nenbers shall forfeit all right to

conpensati on not paid.
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(h) If a prelimnary, revised or final reapportionnent plan
is not filed by the commission within the tine prescribed by
this section, unless the tinme be extended by the Suprene Court
for cause shown, the Suprene Court shall immedi ately proceed on
its own notion to reapportion the Comonweal t h.

(1) Any reapportionnent plan filed by the comm ssion, or
ordered or prepared by the Suprenme Court upon the failure of the
comm ssion to act, shall be published by the el ections officer
once in at | east one newspaper of general circulation in each
senatorial and representative district. The publication shal
contain a map of the Commonweal th showi ng the conplete
reapportionnment of the General Assenbly by districts, and a nmap
showi ng the reapportionnent districts in the area normally
served by the newspaper in which the publication is nade. The
publication shall also state the popul ation of the senatori al
and representative districts having the small est and | argest
popul ati on and the percentage variation of such districts from
t he average popul ation for senatorial and representative
districts.]

(2) That Article Il be anended by adding a section to read:

8§ 18. Reapporti onnent Conm SSi on.

(a) |In each year follow ng the Federal decennial census, a

Reapporti onnent Conmi ssion shall be constituted for the purpose

of reapportioning the districts of the Senate and t he House of

Representati ves of the General Assenbly and the districts

apportioned to the Commpnweal th in the House of Representatives

of the United States Congress. Unl ess otherw se directed by

court order, |eqgislative and congressi onal reapporti onnent shal

only be permtted once in the decade foll owi ng the Feder al

decenni al census.
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(b)Y (1) The comm ssion shall consist of seven nenbers: four

of whom shall be the mpjority and mnority | eaders of the

Senate and the House of Representatives of the CGeneral

Assenbl y, or deputies appoi nted by each of them and three

menbers sel ected as provided in this subsection.

(2) The Suprene Court shall appoint three nenbers of the

commi ssi on, one of whom shall be appoi nted chai rman by the

court. The appoi nted nenbers shall be regi stered voters

within this Commonwealth for at | east two years prior to

appoi ntnent. The appoi nted nenbers shall not hold an office

of Federal, State or |ocal governnment to whi ch conpensati on

is attached at the tine of their appoi ntnent. The appoi nted

commi ssi on nenbers shall not have held a position within a

political party for at |least ten years prior to appoi ntnent.

(3) (i) No later than 60 days following the official

reporting of the Federal decenni al census as required by

Federal |aw, the four menbers of the comm ssion shall be

certified by the President pro tenpore of the Senate and

t he Speaker of the House of Representatives to the

el ections officer of the Commonweal th who under | aw shal

have supervi si on over el ections.

(ii) The Suprene Court shall appoint three nenbers

of the conmi ssion, including the chairnan, during the

sane 60-day period and shall certify the appoi ntnent to

the el ections officer of the Conmmbnweal th.

(4) Any vacancy in the conni ssion shall be filled within

15 days in the sane manner in which such positi on was

originally filled.

(c) (1) The comm ssion nay not divide any voting precinct

that forns a single polygon in drafting any reapporti onnent
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pl an. The conm ssion nmay not divide any county, city,

t ownshi p, borough or incorporated town unl ess absol utely

(2) In finding that a division is necessary, the

commi ssion nust file said findings in an addendum to each

pl an adopted by the conmi ssi on. The appropri ate addendum nust

be subnmtted to the General Assenbly and the Suprenme Court

along with each reapporti onnent plan under the provisi ons of

this section.

(3) The conmm ssion shall nake an effort to ensure that

each district is as conpact in area as practicabl e.

(d) (1) No later than 60 days after either the comm ssi on

has been duly certified or usabl e popul ati on data for the

Commpnweal th is avail abl e, whichever is |later, the conni ssi on

shall file a prelinmnary reapporti onnent plan for the General

Assenbly with such el ecti ons officer.

(2) A public coment period of 30 days shall comrence

with the filing of the prelimnary plan. The conm ssi on shal

conduct public hearings during the public comment peri od.

(e) The conm ssion shall have 30 days after the date of the

expiration of the public conment period to prepare and adopt a

revi sed reapporti onment plan for both Houses of the CGeneral

Assenbl y, which shall becone the final plan.

(f) Any aggrieved person nay file an appeal fromthe final

pl an under subsection (e) directly to the Suprene Court within

30 days after the filing of the final plan. |If the appell ant

establishes that the final plan is contrary to | aw, the Suprene

Court shall issue an order remandi ng the plan to the conni ssi on

and directing the conmi ssion to reapporti on the Commonweal th in

a nmanner not inconsistent with such order. The conm ssi on shal
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submt the reapporti onnent plan to the Supreme Court wi thin 30

days.

(g) The General Assenbly shall appropriate sufficient funds

for the conmpensati on and expenses of nenbers and staff appoi nt ed

by the conmi ssion and ot her necessary expenses. The menbers of

the conm ssion who are not el ected nenbers of the General

Assenbly shall be entitled to such conpensation for their

services as the General Assenbly fromtine to ti ne shal

deternine, but no part thereof shall be paid until a prelimnary

| egi sl ati ve reapportionnent plan is filed. If a prelimnary pl an

is filed but the conmmission fails to file a revised or a final

plan within the tinme prescri bed, the commi ssi on nenbers shal

forfeit all right to conpensati on not pai d.

(h) If a prelimnary or final |egislative reapporti onnent

plan is not filed by the conm ssion within the tine prescri bed

by this section, unless the tine is extended by the Suprene

Court for cause shown, the Suprene Court shall i mmedi ately

proceed on its own notion to reapportion this Conmobnweal t h.

(i) Any reapportionnent plan filed by the conm ssi on or

ordered by the Suprene Court upon failure of the conm ssion to

act shall be published by the el ections officer once in at | east

one newspaper of general circulation in each senatorial and

representative district. The publication shall contain a nmap of

the Commopbnweal th showi ng the conpl ete reapporti onnent of the

CGCeneral Assenbly by districts and a nap show ng t he

reapporti onnent districts in the area nornmally served by the

newspaper in which the publication is nade. The publication

shall also state the popul ati on of the senatorial and

representative districts having the small est and | ar gest

popul ati on and the percentage vari ati on of such districts from
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t he average popul ati on for senatorial and representative

districts.

(i) (1) No later than 20 days after the final |eqgislative

reapporti onnent pl an has been approved by the Suprene Court,

the conm ssion shall file a prelimnary reapporti onnent pl an

for representatives in the Congress of the United States with

the chief elections officer of the Commbnweal t h.

(2) A public coment period of 30 days shall comrence

with the filing of the prelimnary congressi onal plan. The

commi ssi on shall conduct public hearings during the public

comment peri od.

(k) The conmm ssion shall have 20 days after the date of the

expiration of the public comment period to prepare and adopt a

final congressi onal reapporti onnent plan for representatives in

the Congress of the United States.

(1) Any aggrieved person nay file an appeal fromthe final

pl an under subsection (k) directly to the Suprene Court within

30 days after the filing of the final plan. |If the appell ant

establishes that the final plan is contrary to | aw, the Suprene

Court shall issue an order remandi ng the plan to the conni ssi on

and directing the conmi ssion to reapporti on the Commonweal th in

a nmanner not inconsistent with such order. The conm ssi on shal

submt the reapporti onnent plan to the Supreme Court within 15

days.

(m |If a prelimnary or final congressi onal reapportionnent

plan is not filed by the conm ssion within the tine prescribed

by this section, unless the tine is extended by the Suprene

Court for cause shown, the Suprene Court shall i mmedi ately

proceed on its own notion to reapportion the congressi onal

districts of the Commbpnweal t h.
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(n) Any congressional reapportionnment plan filed by the

commi ssion or ordered by the Suprene Court upon failure of the

commi ssion to act shall be published by the el ecti ons offi cer

once in at | east one newspaper of general circulation in each

congressional district. The publication shall contain a nmap of

t he Commonweal th showi ng the conpl ete reapporti onnent of the

congressional districts, and a map showi ng the reapporti oned

districts in the area nornmally served by the newspaper in which

the publication is nmade. The publication shall also state the

popul ati on of the congressi onal districts having the smal | est

and | argest popul ati on and the percentage vari ati on of such

districts fromthe average popul ati on for congressi onal

districts.

(o) In the event an entirely new senatorial district or

districts are forned and such district or districts would not

normally be electing a nenber of the Senate in the foll ow ng

general election, said district or districts shall initially

el ect a senator for a termof two years in said general

el ection. Such district or districts shall thereafter el ect a

senator for a termof four years. No nenber of the Senate shal

continue to serve in office after another nenber of the Senate

begins the termof service on the first day of Decenber next

after the election representing the district or districts.

(p) (1) Congressional districts shall each have a

popul ati on as nearly equal as practicabl e.

(2) Leqgislative districts shall be established on the

basis of population. In no case shall the deviation of the

overall range of popul ati on of the nost popul ous district

fromthe | east popul ous district be greater than 8% of the

average district popul ation for each House.
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(q) Any citizen of the Commonwealth may submt a plan or

pl ans for any or all districts of the General Assenbly to the

Reapporti onnent Conm SSi on.

Section 2. (a) Upon the first passage by the General
Assenbly of these proposed constitutional anmendnents, the
Secretary of the Commonweal th shall proceed imediately to
conply with the advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article
XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the
requi red advertisenents to two newspapers in every county in
whi ch such newspapers are published in sufficient tine after
passage of these proposed constitutional anmendnents.

(b) Upon the second passage by the General Assenbly of these
proposed constitutional anendnents, the Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall proceed i mediately to conply with the
advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article Xl of the
Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the required
advertisements to two newspapers in every county in which such
newspapers are published in sufficient tinme after passage of
t hese proposed constitutional anmendnents. The Secretary of the
Conmonweal th shal | :

(1) Submt the proposed constitutional amendnents under
section 1 to the qualified electors of this Comopnwealth as a
single ballot question at the first primry, general or
muni ci pal el ection which neets the requirenents of and is in
conformance with section 1 of Article XI of the Constitution
of Pennsyl vani a and which occurs at |east three nonths after
t he proposed constitutional amendnents are passed by the
General Assenbly.

(2) Submt the proposed constitutional anmendnents under

section 1 to the qualified electors of this Comonweal th as
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separate ballot questions at the first primary, general or

muni ci pal el ection which neets the requirenents of and is in
conformance with section 1 of Article XI of the Constitution
of Pennsyl vani a and which occurs at |east three nonths after

t he proposed constitutional amendnents are passed by the

o 0o B~ W N

General Assenbly.
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