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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 273

Session of
2008

I NTRODUCED BY MAHER AND DeWEESE, AUGUST 7, 2008

REFERRED TO COWMW TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES,
AUGUST 7, 2008
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AN ACT

Relating to the delivery of services and progranms to persons

with disabilities;
of the Governor;
Disabilities and Advisory Conmittee for
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the O fice for
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conferring powers and duties on the Ofice
creating the Ofice for People with
People with
and providing for powers, duties and funding of
People with Disabilities and the Advisory
People with Disabilities.
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Chapter 21. M scell aneous Provisions
Section 2101. Funding.
Section 2102. Effective date.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

CHAPTER 1
PRELI M NARY PROVI SI ONS

Section 101. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the O fice for

People with Disabilities Act.

Section 102. Legislative policy and decl arati on.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) Persons with disabilities and their famlies and
guar di ans shoul d have access to the full range of services
and prograns, including equal access to all services and
prograns provided for persons without disabilities, as well
as individualized and specialized services that neet the
uni que needs of persons w thout discrimnation.

(2) Persons with disabilities and their famlies and
guardi ans are often underserved. They have often been denied
access to individualized and specialized services avail abl e
to the cormunity at |arge and have been deni ed services
necessary to their health, well-being, independence and
advancenent .

(3) Persons with disabilities who could live and work in
the community live in institutions at State expense due to
i nadequate funding for comrunity support services. The result
is aloss both to these individuals and to this Comobnweal t h
as a whol e.

(4) Persons with disabilities and their famlies and
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guar di ans shoul d have the opportunity to choose and direct

the services and prograns provided to them and the conmunity

of persons with disabilities should direct the devel opnent
and operation of the delivery system

(5) Increased availability of conmmunity support services
and prograns will enable persons with disabilities and their
famlies and guardi ans to be nore i ndependent and producti ve,
to remain in their hones and communities and to nore fully
exercise their rights and responsibilities as citizens.

(6) Services and prograns provided by the Comobnweal t h
to persons with disabilities and their fam |ies and guardi ans
shoul d be provided in a manner that pronotes independent
living, enables people to obtain and mai ntain enpl oynent and
supports people in their homes and communiti es.

(7) A State-level office and advisory committee is
needed to advise and assist the Governor and the General
Assenbly in devel opi ng policies addressing the concerns of
persons with disabilities and their famlies and guardi ans.

(8) Access to the office will enable people with
disabilities and their famlies and guardians to have their
concerns and i ssues addressed.

Section 103. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Advi sory conmttee.” The Advisory Conmttee for People with
Disabilities created in section 501.

"Consumer control."” The right of a person with a disability
or an individual acting on behalf of a person with a disability

to mai ntain power and authority over decisions affecting the
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1 provision of services, prograns and community activities.

2 "Disability services." Services and prograns provided to

3 persons with disabilities or their famlies or guardians to

4 enhance the ability of adults or children with disabilities to
5 live or work independently and to pursue their rights and

6 responsibilities as citizens.

7 "Functional limtations.” Those that affect one or nore of
8 the following activities of daily living:

9 (1) Mobility.

10 (2) Conmuni cati on.

11 (3) Self-care.

12 (4) Work.

13 (5) Recreation.

14 (6) Independent Iiving.

15 (7) Learning.

16 (8) Self-direction.

17 "Long-term"™ Likely to be of lifelong or extended duration.
18 "Ofice." The Ofice for People with Disabilities created in
19 section 301.
20 "Person with a disability." A child or adult who has a
21 severe chronic condition resulting in substantial functional
22 limtation that is attributable to psychol ogical, cognitive,
23 devel opnental, physical or sensory inpairnent or a conbination
24 of psychol ogical, cognitive, devel opnental, physical or sensory
25 inpairnment and is likely to continue indefinitely.
26 CHAPTER 3
27 OFFI CE FOR PEOPLE W TH DI SABI LI TI ES
28 Section 301. Creation of office.
29 The O fice for People with Disabilities is hereby created

30 within the Ofice of the Governor. The office shall be
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adm nistered by the Ofice of the Governor

2 Section 302. Powers and duties of office.

3
4
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The office shall have the power and its duty shall be to:

(1) Assure that all citizens of this Conmonweal th who
have disabilities and their famlies and guardi ans have
access to adequate and coordinated quality services and
progr ans.

(2) Establish interagency agreenents and worKki ng
rel ati onships with other governnental bodies and public and
private agencies to:

(i) Assure access to the full range of avail able
services and prograns for persons with disabilities and
their famlies and guardi ans.

(i1i) Advocate for consunmer control

(ii1) Coordinate the delivery of nonduplicative
di sability services and prograns to persons with
disabilities and their famlies and guardi ans.

(3) Identify gaps in disability services and prograns
and funding shortages in collaboration with the advisory
commttee and report this information annually to the
Governor and to the General Assenbly.

(4) Act as a system advocate to expand the availability
of disability services and prograns and access to generic
servi ces and prograns.

(5) Plan for Statew de inprovenents in services and
prograns for persons with disabilities and their famlies and
guar di ans.

(6) Develop, within one year of the effective date of
this act, and enforce all programrequirenents and

regul ati ons necessary and appropriate for the proper
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acconpl i shnment of the duties inposed by this act. Devel opnment
of programrequirenments and regul ati ons shall be acconpli shed
in collaboration with the advisory commttee.
(7) Enploy an executive director to carry out the duties
of this section.
Section 303. Power to contract.

The office may contract with Statew de disability-rel ated
organi zations to carry out the provisions of this act, provided
the contracts place control over contract activities under the
direction and control of consumers with disabilities.

CHAPTER 5
ADVI SORY COW TTEE FOR PECPLE W TH DI SABI LI TI ES
Section 501. Creation of advisory commttee.

The Advisory Committee for People with Disabilities is hereby
created within the O fice for People with Disabilities and shal
serve in an advisory capacity to the office in matters regarding
persons with disabilities in this Comonweal th. The advisory
commttee shall be adm nistered by the Ofice for People with
Disabilities.

Section 502. Menbership.

(a) Public official nmenbers.--The advisory comm ttee shal
consi st of the foll ow ng nenbers, who shall serve by virtue of
their public position:

(1) The Secretary of Public Welfare.

(2) The Secretary of Labor and Industry.
(3) The Secretary of Health.

(4) The Secretary of Education.

(5) The Secretary of Transportation.

(6) The Secretary of the Budget.

(7) The Secretary of Aging.
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1 (8) The Secretary of Policy and Pl anni ng.

2 (9) The Adjutant General.

3 (10) The Secretary of State.

4 (11) The Director of the Governor's Ofice of Health

5 Care Reform

6 (12) The Chairperson of the Pennsylvania Hunman Rel ati ons
7 Conmi ssi on.

8 (13) The Executive Director of the Pennsyl vani a Housing
9 Fi nance Agency.

10 (14) The Executive Director of the Pennsylvania

11 Devel opnental Disabilities Council.

12 (15) The Executive Director of the Ofice for People

13 with Disabilities.

14 (16) The Executive Director of the Governor's Long-Term
15 Care, Intra-Governnental Council.

16 (b) Nongovernnental nenbers.--The advisory conmttee shall
17 consist of nongovernnental nenbers to be appointed by the

18 Governor as follows:

19 (1) The Governor shall appoint persons wth

20 di sabilities, including individuals fromexisting stakehol der
21 groups, in such nunber as the Governor deens appropriate.

22 (2) At a mnimm 60% of these nenbers shall be persons
23 with disabilities or famly nmenbers of persons with

24 disabilities.

25 (3) Advisory conmittee nmenbers shall be sel ected based
26 upon an eval uation of information received through fornmal

27 appl i cation.

28 (c) Voting.--

29 (1) The nenbers appoi nted under subsection (a) shall not
30 hol d voting privileges on any matter brought up for
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consi deration by the advisory conmttee.

(2) The nenbers appoi nted under subsection (b) shal
hol d voting privileges on all matters brought up for
consi deration by the advisory conmttee.

(d) Terms.--

(1) The ternms of the nmenbers under subsection (a) shal
be concurrent with their holding of public office.

(2) Menbers appoi nted under subsection (b) shall serve
at the pleasure of the Governor as |long as they represent the
interest of the nenbership class for which they were
appoi nted and shall serve until their successors are
appoi nt ed.

(e) Chairperson.--The Governor shall appoint a
nongover nnental nenber of the comrmittee to serve as a
chai rperson of the advisory commttee.

(f) Expenses of nenbers.--Mnbers of the advisory conmttee
shall receive no paynent for their services. Menbers who are not
enpl oyees of State governnent shall be rei nbursed for expenses
incurred in the course of their official duties and in
accordance with the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (Public Law 93-
112, 29 U.S.C. 8§ 701 et seq.).

Section 503. Powers and duties of advisory commttee.

(a) Enuneration.--The advisory commttee shall have the
power and its duties shall be to:

(1) Make recomrendations to the Governor on policies,
procedures, regulations and |l egislation that aid persons with
di sabilities in Pennsylvani a.

(2) Serve as the Governor's liaison to persons with
di sabilities on policies procedures, regulations and

| egi slation that affect persons with disabilities in order to
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ensure that State governnment is accessible, accountable and

responsive to persons with disabilities.

(3) Serve as a resource to all departnents, comr ssions
and agenci es under the Governor's jurisdiction to ensure that
t hese governnent entities are cogni zant of the needs of
persons with disabilities and their respective services and
prograns are accessible to those individuals.

(4) Wrk with the Governor and the agenci es under the
Governor's jurisdiction to nonitor the hiring, retention and
pronotion practices of the Conmonwealth relating to the
enpl oyment of people with disabilities in order to ensure
that there are no discrimnatory practices within the
Conmonweal t h.

(5) To performsuch other duties as the Governor may
assign in planning for services and prograns for persons with
disabilities and their famlies.

(b) Studies and reports.--The advisory conmittee may conduct
studi es and issue reports upon request and as it deens necessary
on issues affecting persons with disabilities in Pennsylvani a.

(c) Wbrkgroups.--Nothing in this section shall prevent the
advi sory comm ttee from establishing ad hoc workgroups or | ocal
committees to assist in research and other duties necessary to
carry out the mi ssion of the office.

CHAPTER 21
M SCELLANEQUS PROVI SI ONS
Section 2101. Funding.

The O fice of the Governor shall use Federal funds where
possible for the adm nistration of the Ofice for People with
Disabilities and the Advisory Cormittee for People with

Disabilities and shall expend Federal funds, on appropriation by
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the General Assenbly, prior to expending any State
appropriations for the sane or simlar purpose. The O fice of

t he Governor shall utilize any available private funds to carry
out the provisions of this act.

Section 2102. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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