PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 3628 PRINTER S NO. 3781

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 24606 %%

I NTRODUCED BY ROEBUCK, M| LVAINE SM TH, HARKI NS, GRUCELA, M LNE,
RAPP, BELFANTI, Bl SHOP, BLACKWELL, BRENNAN, CALTAG RONE,
FRANKEL, GEORGE, HARPER, HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, JAMES, JOSEPHS,
MAHONEY, MANN, MYERS, M O BRI EN, PARKER, READSHAW S| PTROTH,
K. SMTH, STEIL, SURRA, THOVAS, W LLIAMS, YOUNGBLOOD AND
MURT, APRIL 15, 2008

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, MAY 14, 2008

OCO~NOUITARWNE

ESTABLI SH NG AND PROVI DI NG FOR THE PONERS AND DUTI ES OF THE
OFFI CE FOR DROP- QUT PREVENTI ON AND DATA COLLECTION I N THE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON; AND PROVI DI NG FOR GRANT FUNDI NG FOR
DROP- QUT PREVENTI ON PLANS AND DROP- QUT RECOVERY PROGRAMS.
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SECTI ON 1101. | NDI VI DUALI ZED EDUCATI ON PROGRAM
SECTI ON 1102. EFFECTI VE DATE

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
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13 Thi-s—act shall take effect July 1, 2008

14 CHAPTER 1

15 PRELI M NARY PROVI SI ONS

16 SECTION 101. SHORT TI TLE.

17 TH'S ACT SHALL BE KNOWN AND MAY BE Cl TED AS THE DROP- OUT

18 PREVENTI ON AND DATA COLLECTI ON ACT.

19 SECTION 102.  FI NDI NGS.

20 THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FI NDS AND DECLARES AS FOLLOWS:

21 (1) S| GNI FI CANT DI SCREPANCI ES | N SCHOOL DI STRI CT

22 REPORTI NG, DROP- OUT STATI STI CS AND GRADUATI ON RATE FORMULAS
23 EXI ST NATI ONW DE.

24 (2) THE UNI TED STATES SECRETARY OF EDUCATI ON RECENTLY
25 ANNOUNCED THAT THE UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON W LL
26 REQUI RE ALL STATES TO USE A FEDERAL FORMJLA FOR THE

27 CALCULATI ON OF DROP- OUT AND GRADUATI ON RATES.

28 (3) THE PENNSYLVANI A DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON' S

29 STATI STI CS BETWEEN THE 1995- 1996 AND 2005- 2006 SCHOOL YEARS
30 SHOW THAT DROP- OUT RATES I N THI S COWWDONVEALTH NAY HAVE
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DECREASED STATEW DE, BUT SERI OQUS QUESTI ONS EXI ST REGARDI NG

THE UNI FORM TY | N REPORTI NG AND THEREFORE, THE RELI ABI LI TY

OF THAT DATA.

(4) RESEARCH | NDI CATES THAT STUDENTS WHO DROP QUT OF
SCHOCL ARE LI KELY TO EARN FAR LESS MONEY THROUGHOUT THEI R
LI VES THAN COLLEGE OR HI GH SCHOOL GRADUATES AND EXPERI ENCE
TEEN PREGNANCY, SUBSTANCE ABUSE, CRI ME AND | NCARCERATI ON.

(5 TH S COWONVWEALTH MUST BE PREPARED TO PRI ORI Tl ZE
DROP- QUT PREVENTI ON I N LI GHT OF A FORTHCOM NG FEDERAL DROP-
OQUT RATE FORMULA FOR ALL SCHOOL DI STRI CTS THAT COULD PROVI DE
TH S COMVONVEALTH W TH MORE ACCURATE DATA ON THE NUMBER OF
DROPQUTS PER YEAR IN THI S COMMONVEALTH.

(6) THE COMMONWEALTH SHOULD TAKE PROACTI VE STEPS TO HELP
STUDENTS STAY ENGAGED AND ON TRACK FOR GRADUATI ON FROM HI GH
SCHOQL.

(7) SCHOOL DI STRI CTS NEED ADDI TI ONAL RESOURCES AND
STRATEGA ES TO HELP ESTABLI SH AND SUSTAI N PROGRAMM NG TO
REDUCE THE NUMBER OF DROPQUTS.

SECTI ON 103. DEFI NI TI ONS.

THE FOLLOW NG WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED I N THI S ACT SHALL
HAVE THE MEANINGS G VEN TO THEM I N TH S SECTI ON UNLESS THE
CONTEXT CLEARLY | NDI CATES OTHERW SE:

" ACCELERATED H GH SCHOOL." A H GH SCHOOL ALLOW NG AT- Rl SK
STUDENTS TO ACCELERATE THElI R GRADUATI ON DATES THROUGH FLEXI BLE
SCHEDULI NG AND FOR- CREDI T | NNOVATI VE PROGRAM5S AND COURSES TAUGHT
BY CERTI FI ED TEACHERS AND PROFESSI ONALS WHO ARE EXPERTS I N THEI R
FI ELDS.

"ALTERNATI VE EDUCATI ON PROGRAM " AN EDUCATI ONAL PROGRAM THAT
PROMOTES THE ADVANCEMENT OF THE ACADEM C NEEDS OF AT-RI SK
STUDENTS AND STUDENTS UNSUCCESSFUL | N A TRADI TI ONAL EDUCATI ONAL

20080H2466B3781 - 15 -
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ENVI RONVENT, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIM TED TO TRANSFER HI GH
SCHOCLS, ACCELERATED HI GH SCHOOLS, M DDLE COLLEGE H GH SCHOCLS,
GENERAL EDUCATI ONAL DEVELOPMENT ( GED) PROGRAMS AND OTHER
PROGRAMS APPROVED BY THE OFFI CE.

"AT-RI SK STUDENT." A STUDENT ENRCLLED IN A PUBLI C SCHOCL
DI STRICT WHO I S AT RI SK OF DROPPI NG OQUT AS | NDI CATED BY AT LEAST
ONE OF THE FOLLOW NG CRI TERI A:

(1) A PAST RECORD OF | RREGULAR ATTENDANCE.

(2) A PAST RECORD OF UNDERACHI EVEMENT I N WHI CH THE
STUDENT | S AT LEAST ONE YEAR BEH ND THE COURSEWORK FOR THE
RESPECTI VE GRADE LEVEL.

(3) A PAST RECORD OF LOW MOTI VATI ON OR DI SI NTEREST | N
THE EDUCATI ONAL PROGRAM

(4) A H STORY OF DI SCI PLI NE OR BEHAVI ORAL PROBLEMS.

(5) A DI SADVANTAGED SOCI CECONOM C BACKGROUND.

(6) A LACK OF PARENTAL OR ADULT SUPPORT.

(7) OTHER FACTORS AFFECTI NG SCHOOL PERFORMANCE,

I NCLUDI NG, BUT NOT LIMTED TO TEENAGE PREGNANCY OR

PARENTI NG, RESI DENCE | N A HOMELESS SHELTER OR TEMPORARY

LI VI NG ARRANGEMENT, SUBSTANCE ABUSE, CHI LD ABUSE OR NEGLECT,

OR LI M TED ENGLI SH PROFI CI ENCY.

"CAREER AND TECHNI CAL SCHOCL." ANY PUBLI C OR PRI VATE
POSTSECONDARY SCHOOL THAT PROVI DES A FORM OF EDUCATI ON OF LESS
THAN COLLEGE GRADE, G VEN I N SCHOOL OR ELSEWHERE, THE PURPOSE OF
VWH CH IS TO ASSI ST AN | NDI VI DUAL TO EFFECTI VELY PURSUE
RECOGNI ZED PROFI TABLE EMPLOYMENT, VWHETHER FOR WAGES OR
OTHERW SE.

"CHARTER SCHOCL." THE TERM SHALL HAVE THE SAME MEANI NG AS | N
SECTI ON 1703-A OF THE ACT OF MARCH 10, 1949 (P.L.30, NO 14),
KNOWN AS THE PUBLI C SCHOOL CODE OF 1949.

20080H2466B3781 - 16 -
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"CYBER CHARTER SCHOOL." THE TERM SHALL HAVE THE SAVE MEANI NG
AS |N SECTI ON 1703-A OF ACT OF MARCH 10, 1949 (P.L.30, NO 14),
KNOWN AS THE PUBLI C SCHOOL CODE OF 1949.

"COMMUNI TY PARTNER. " ANY OF THE FOLLOW NG

(1) NONPROFI T COVMUNI TY- BASED ORGANI ZATI ON.

(2) WORKFORCE | NVESTMENT BQOARD.

(3) YOUTH COUNCI L.

(4) 1 NSTI TUTI ON OF H GHER EDUCATI ON.

(5) CAREER AND TECHNI CAL SCHOOL.

(6) ALTERNATI VE EDUCATI ON PROGRAM

(7) EMPLOYER OR NONPROFI T BUSI NESS ORGANI ZATI ON.
(8) NONPROFI T COVMMUNI TY AND ECONOM C DEVELOPNMENT

ORGANI ZATI ON.

(9) OTHER DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON- APPROVED COMMUNI TY OR

REG ONAL ORGANI ZATI ON.

"DEPARTMENT. " THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON OF THE
COVVONVEAL TH,

" DROP- OUT PREVENTI ON PLAN." A PLAN THAT USES EVI DENCE OR
RESEARCH BASED STRATEG ES TO OFFER ALTERNATI VE MEASURES TO
ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO REMAI N | N SCHOOL AND OBTAIN A HI GH SCHOOL
DI PLOVA AND TRANSI TI ON | NTO POSTSECONDARY EDUCATI ON OR CAREER
TRAI NI NG,

" DROP- OUT RECOVERY PROGRAM " A PROGRAM THAT USES EVI DENCE OR
RESEARCH BASED STRATEG ES TO REACH OUT TO THOSE | NDI VI DUALS WHO
DROP OUT OF SCHOOL PRI OR TO COVPLETI ON OF A PUBLI C SCHOOL' S
ACADEM C PROGRAM AND OFFER THEM ALTERNATI VES TO OBTAI NI NG THEI R
H GH SCHOOL DI PLOMAS OR PASSI NG THE GENERAL EDUCATI ONAL
DEVELOPMENT (GED) TEST BATTERY.

"EARLY WARNI NG SYSTEM " A RESEARCH BASED SYSTEM DESI GNED AND
ESTABLI SHED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON AND MADE AVAI LABLE TO

20080H2466B3781 - 17 -
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SCHOCL ENTI TI ES AT NO COST FOR USE TO HELP | DENTI FY AT- RI SK
STUDENTS.

" GENERAL EDUCATI ONAL DEVELOPMENT TEST BATTERY" OR "GED TEST
BATTERY." A BATTERY OF FI VE TESTS WH CH, WHEN PASSED, CERTI FI ES
THAT THE TAKER HAS AMERI CAN- LEVEL ACADEM C SKI LLS.

" GRADUATI ON GAP. " THE PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS WHO ENTERED THE
NI NTH GRADE AND DI D NOT' GRADUATE FROM THE SAME HI GH SCHOCL | N
THE SAME DI STRI CT FOUR YEARS LATER

"I NSTI TUTI ON OF H GHER EDUCATI ON. " ANY PUBLI C OR PRI VATE
TWO YEAR, FOUR- YEAR OR Hl GHER POSTSECONDARY | NSTI TUTION IN THI' S
COMONVEALTH THAT HAS BEEN ACCREDI TED AT THE COLLEGE LEVEL BY AN
ACCREDI TI NG AGENCY RECOGNI ZED BY THE SECRETARY OF EDUCATI ON.

"LEARNI NG TO- WORK PROGRAM " A SUPERVI SED EDUCATI ONAL PROGRAM
OFFERED BY A SCHOCOL DI STRI CT THAT | NCORPORATES PRACTI CAL WORK
EXPERI ENCE AND ACADEM C STUDY. TH S TERM SHALL | NCLUDE
COCOPERATI VE VOCATI ONAL PROGRAMS.

"M DDLE COLLEGE H GH SCHOOL." A SMALL HI GH SCHOCL LOCATED ON
OR ADJACENT TO A TWO- YEAR OR FOUR- YEAR COLLEGE, THEREBY
PROVI DI NG STUDENTS THE OPPORTUNI TY TO TAKE COLLEGE COURSES AND
H GH SCHOOL CLASSES AT THE SAME TI ME, WH CH SERVES STUDENTS WHO
ARE ACADEM CALLY ABLE BUT UNDERACHI EVI NG AND DI SENGAGED AND NAY
HAVE A H GH ABSENTEEI SM RATE, DESI GNED TO FILL A GAP | N CURRENT
EDUCATI ONAL OFFERI NGS I N A COUNTY AND SERVE A STUDENT POPULATI ON
THAT IS STRUGGLI NG I N THE TRADI TI ONAL EDUCATI ONAL SYSTEM

“NONPROFI T COMVUNI TY- BASED ORGANI ZATION. " A PUBLI C OR
PRI VATE NONPROFI T ORGANI ZATI ON, GOVERNED BY A COVMUNI TY- BASED
BOARD OF DI RECTORS, WH CH SERVES TO PROVI DE ACCESS TO
EDUCATI ONAL AND TRAI NI NG RESOURCES OR RELATED SERVI CES TO
I NDI VI DUALS | N THE COMVUNI TY.

"OFFI CE." THE OFFI CE FOR DROP- QUT PREVENTI ON AND DATA

20080H2466B3781 - 18 -



COLLECTI ON ESTABLI SHED BY THI S ACT.

"SCHOOL DI STRICT." THE TERM SHALL HAVE THE SAME MEANI NG AS
IN SECTI ON 102 OF THE ACT OF MARCH 10, 1949 (P.L.30, NO 14),
KNOWN AS THE PUBLI C SCHOOL CODE OF 1949.

"SCHOOL ENTITY." THE TERM SHALL HAVE THE SAME MEANI NG AS | N
SECTI ON 1101-A OF THE ACT OF MARCH 10, 1949 (P.L.30, NO 14),
KNOWN AS THE PUBLI C SCHOOL CODE OF 1949.

"SECRETARY." THE SECRETARY OF EDUCATI ON OF THE COVIVONWEALTH.

© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

"SERVI CE LEARNI NG PROGRAMS. " TEACHI NG METHODS THAT COVBI NE

=Y
o

MEANI NGFUL SERVI CE TO COVMUNI TY W TH CURRI CULUM BASED LEARNI NG

=
=

THROUGH WHI CH STUDENTS | MPROVE THEI R ACADEM C SKI LLS BY APPLYI NG

=
N

WHAT THEY LEARN I N SCHOOL TO THE REAL WORLD AND THEN REFLECT ON

=
w

THEI R EXPERI ENCES TO REI NFORCE THE LI NK BETWEEN THEI R SERVI CE

H
o

AND THEI R LEARNI NG

=Y
(63}

"TRANSFER H GH SCHOOL. " A SMALL, FULL-TI ME H GH SCHOOL

=Y
(e}

OPERATED BY A SCHOOL DI STRI CT OR | NSTI TUTI ON OF H GHER EDUCATI ON

=
\l

AND DES|I GNED TO REENGAGE STUDENTS WHO EXCEED THE AGE LI M TATI ON

=Y
oo

IN SECTI ON 1301 OF THE ACT OF MARCH 10, 1949 (P.L.30, NO 14),

=
O

KNOWN AS THE PUBLI C SCHOOL CODE OF 1949, OR HAVE DROPPED QUT OF

N
o

H GH SCHOOL. THE ESSENTI AL ELEMENTS OF TRANSFER H GH SCHOOLS

N
=

| NCLUDE:

N
N

(1) A PERSONALI ZED LEARNI NG ENVI RONMENT.

N
w

(2) RIGOROUS ACADEM C STANDARDS | N ACCORDANCE W TH 22

N
~

PA. CODE CH. 4 (RELATING TO ACADEM C STANDARDS AND

N
(63}

ASSESSMENT) .

N
(e}

(3) STUDENT- CENTERED PEDAGOGY.

N
~

(4) SUPPORT TO MEET | NSTRUCTI ONAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL

N
oo

GOALS.

N
(o]

(5) A FOCUS ON CONNECTI ONS TO POSTSECONDARY EDUCATI ON OR
30 CAREERS.
20080H2466B3781 - 19 -
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"YOUTH COUNCI L. " LOCALLY SPONSORED YOUTH EDUCATI ON AND
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS THAT USE COMMUNI TY VOLUNTEERS WHO BECQOVE
MENTORS TO TEACH ADOLESCENTS HOW TO WORK W THI N THEI R LOCAL
PCLI TI CAL SYSTEM

CHAPTER 3
OFFI CE FOR DROP- QUT PREVENTI ON
AND DATA COLLECTI ON
SECTI ON 301. ESTABLI SHVENT.

THERE | S HEREBY ESTABLI SHED | N THE DEPARTMENT THE OFFI CE FOR
DROP- QUT PREVENTI ON AND DATA COLLECTI ON.

SECTI ON 302. POWNERS AND DUTI ES.

THE OFFI CE SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW NG PONERS AND DUTI ES:

(1) TO CREATE BY THE 2009- 2010 SCHOOL YEAR A STATEW DE
DEFI NI TI ON OF "DROPQUT, " | F NONE IS PROVI DED BY FEDERAL
STATUTE, REGULATI ON OR GUI DELI NE AND, | N ACCORDANCE W TH ANY
FEDERAL STATUTE, REGULATI ON OR GUI DELI NE, REPORT THE
GRADUATI ON RATES, DROP- QUT RATES AND GRADUATI ON- GAP RATES I N
TH' S COMVONVEALTH.

(2) TO I MPLEMENT AND MAI NTAIN A H GH QUALI TY DATA
COLLECTI ON AND REPORTI NG SYSTEM THAT ACCURATELY ACCOUNTS FOR
ALL STUDENTS WHEN CALCULATI NG H GH SCHOOL GRADUATI ON AND
DROP- QUT RATES | N ACCORDANCE W TH FEDERAL REGULATI ONS OR
GUI DELI NES. THE REPORTI NG SYSTEM SHALL | NCLUDE THE
CALCULATI ON OF GRADUATI ON RATES, DROP- QUT RATES AND THE
GRADUATI ON- GAP RATES I N ALL SCHOOL ENTI TI ES, CHARTER SCHOCLS
AND CYBER CHARTER SCHOQOLS.

(3) TO ENSURE THAT ALL SCHOOL DI STRI CTS ARE PROVI DED
W TH TOOLS AND SUFFI Cl ENT FUNDI NG FOR ACCURATE REPORTI NG OF
GRADUATI ON AND DROP- QUT DATA.

(4) TO | NCREASE COORDI NATI ON AND COLLABORATI ON AMONG

20080H2466B3781 - 20 -



1 NONPROFI T, COMMUNI TY- BASED ORGANI ZATI ONS, SCHOOL ENTI TI ES,

2 BUSI NESSES, | NSTI TUTI ONS OF HI GHER EDUCATI ON AND PARENTS | N

3 ORDER TO HELP LOAER THE DROP- OUT RATE.

4 (5) TO | NCREASE EFFORTS TO REENGAGE THOSE | NDI VI DUALS

5 WHO PREVI OUSLY DROPPED OUT AND THOSE WHO ARE CONSI DERI NG

6 DROPPI NG OUT, AND TO ENCOURAGE THOSE | NDI VI DUALS WHO DROP OUT

7 TO REENROLL | N SECONDARY SCHOOL AND COVPLETE EDUCATI ONAL

8 PROGRAMS | N ORDER TO RECEI VE A DI PLOVA OR | TS EQUI VALENT.

9 (6) TO SERVE AS A CLEARI NGHOUSE OF | NFORMATI ON, POLI Cl ES
10 AND STRATEG ES Al MED AT DECREASI NG THE NUMBER OF DROPOUTS AND
11 Al DI NG SCHOOL DI STRICTS I N THE DEVELOPMENT OF DROP- OUT
12 PREVENTI ON PLANS,

13 (7) TO PROVI DE | NFORMATI ON, POLI Cl ES AND STRATEG ES FOR
14 SCHOOL ENTI TI ES AND COMMUNI TY PARTNERS Al MED AT ESTABLI SHI NG
15 AND MAI NTAI NI NG DROP- OUT RECOVERY PROGRANS.

16 (8) TO DI STRI BUTE GRANTS | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE

17 REQUI REMENTS OF THI'S ACT TO SCHOOL DI STRI CTS AND COMMUNI TY
18 PARTNERS THAT APPLY FOR AND ARE APPROVED TO RECEI VE A DROP-
19 OUT PREVENTI ON PLAN OR DROP- OUT RECOVERY GRANT.

20 (9) TO REQUI RE SCHOOL ENTI TIES, CHARTER SCHOOLS AND

21 CYBER CHARTER SCHOOLS TO REPORT STUDENT DROP- OUT | NFORMATI ON
22 TO THE DEPARTMENT USI NG THE OFFI CES DATA COLLECTI ON SYSTEM
23 SECTION 303. DATA COLLECTI ON AND REPORTI NG

24 (A) CATEGORI ES. - - PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 302, DATA COLLECTED BY
25 THE OFFI CE ON DROP- OUT, GRADUATI ON AND GRADUATI ON- GAP RATES

26 SHALL BE DI SAGGREGATED | N THE FOLLOW NG CATEGORI ES:

27 (1) LIM TED ENGLI SH PROFI Cl ENCY.

28 (2) LOW | NCOME.

29 (3) SPECI AL EDUCATI ON.

30 (4) G FTED EDUCATI ON,

20080H2466B3781 - 21 -
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(5) RACE/ ETHNI CI TY.
(6) SCHOOL ENTITY.
(7) CHARTER SCHOOL OR CYBER CHARTER SCHOOL.
(8) GENDER
(9) GEOGRAPHI C AREA.
(10) OTHER CATEGORI ES AS DETERM NED BY THE OFFI CE.
(B) AVAILABI LI TY. -- THE OFFI CE SHALL ENSURE THAT THE DATA
COLLECTI ON AND REPORTI NG SYSTEM BE ACCURATE, UNI FORM AND
ACCESSI BLE TO SCHOOL ENTI TI ES, CHARTER SCHOOLS, CYBER CHARTER
SCHOOLS AND COMVONWEALTH RESI DENTS VI A THE DEPARTMENT' S PUBLI CLY
ACCESSI BLE | NTERNET WEBSI TE.
CHAPTER 5
DROP- OUT PREVENTI ON PLAN AND
DROP- OUT RECOVERY PROGRAMS GRANTS
SECTI ON 501. DROP- OUT PREVENTI ON GRANT PROGRAM
(A) ESTABLI SHVENT. - - THE OFFI CE SHALL ESTABLI SH AND
ADM NI STER A DROP- OUT PREVENTI ON PLAN GRANT PROGRAM PURSUANT TO
THE REQUI REMENTS OF SECTI ON 302 W TH MONEYS APPROPRI ATED BY THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY.
(B) DROP- OUT PREVENTI ON GRANT USE.--A SCHOOL DI STRICT,
WORKI NG | N CONJUNCTI ON W TH A COMMUNI TY PARTNER, THAT RECEI VES A
DROP- OUT PREVENTI ON GRANT PURSUANT TO THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI S
ACT, SHALL USE THE GRANT TO ESTABLI SH, DEVELOP OR MAI NTAI N DROP-
OUT PREVENTI ON PROGRAMS OR STRATEG ES, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT
LIM TED TO, THE FOLLOW NG
(1) H RE NECESSARY PERSONNEL TO | MPLEMENT OR MAI NTAI N AN
EARLY WARNI NG SYSTEM TO | DENTI FY AT- R SK STUDENTS OR STUDENTS
UNLI KELY TO GRADUATE ON TI ME FROM HI GH SCHOOL W THOUT
RECEI VI NG SCHOOL- BASED SUPPORT.
(2) | MPLEMENT AN | NTERVENTI ON STRATEGY W THI N SCHOOL

20080H2466B3781 - 22 -
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DI STRICTS W TH DROP- QUT RATES ABOVE THE STATE AVERAGE W TH
SUPPCRT PROGRAMS AND AWARENESS ACTI VI TIES TO | NFORM ALL
STUDENTS I N M DDLE AND H GH SCHOOL OF THE CHARACTERI STI CS OF
AT- RI SK STUDENTS AND THE FUTURE | MPACT OF AN | NDI VI DUAL' S NOT
RECEI VI NG A DI PLOVA.

(3) | MPLEMENT STUDENT | NTERVENTI ONS FOR THOSE
I NDI VI DUALS VWHO PRESENT TWO OR MORE CHARACTERI STI CS OF AN AT-
RI SK STUDENT. | NTERVENTI ON STRATEG ES SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT
SHALL NOT BE LIM TED TO, | NTENSI VE ACADEM C REMEDI ATI ON,
SUMVER TRANSI TI ON PROGRAMS AND ACADEM C SUPPCORT FOR STUDENTS
DURI NG AND BEYOND THE FI RST NI NTH- GRADE MARKI NG PERI CD.

(4) PROVIDE | NTENSI VE ACADEM C SUPPORT FOR THOSE
STUDENTS EXHI BI TI NG MORE THAN TWO OF THE CHARACTERI STI CS OF
AN AT- RI SK STUDENT AND | N NEED OF | MMEDI ATE DROP- QUT
PREVENTI ON ASSI STANCE, | NCLUDI NG, BUT NOT LI M TED TG,

LEARNI NG TO- WORK OPPORTUNI TI ES THAT OFFER CAREER EXPLORATI ON,
SERVI CE LEARNI NG OPPORTUNI TI ES, ENTREPRENEURI AL EXPERI ENCES
AND OTHER DROP- QUT PREVENTI ON STRATEG ES APPROVED BY THE

OFFI CE THAT BRI NG RELEVANCE TO ACADEM C SUBJECT AREAS.

(5) OFFER ALTERNATI VE METHODS FOR AT- RI SK STUDENTS TO
OBTAIN A H GH SCHOOL DI PLOVA OR TO PASS THE GED TEST BATTERY,
VWH CH MAY | NCLUDE, BUT SHALL NOT BE LIM TED TGO, VI RTUAL OR
ONLI NE EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS ESTABLI SHED, SPONSORED OR MADE
AVAI LABLE BY AT-RI SK STUDENTS' RESI DENT SCHOOL DI STRI CTS.

(6) PROVIDE AT-RI SK STUDENTS W TH EXPOSURE TO
POSTSECONDARY EDUCATI ON, CAREER EXPLORATI ON, WORK PREPARATI ON
AND SKI LLS DEVELOPMENT, AND FACI LI TATE FI NANCI AL Al D
COUNSELI NG FOR POSTSECONDARY EDUCATI ON.

(7) PROVIDE OTHER DROP- QUT PREVENTI ON ACTI VI Tl ES,
STRATEA ES OR PLANS APPROVED BY THE OFFI CE, VH CH MAY
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I NCLUDE, BUT SHALL NOT BE LI M TED TGO, | NNOVATI VE OR PI LOT
DROP- QUT PREVENTI ON PLANS CURRENTLY | N USE OR PROPOSED BY A
SCHOCL DI STRICT OR A COVMUNI TY PARTNER.

SECTI ON 502. DROP- QUT RECOVERY GRANT PROGRAM

(A) ESTABLI SHVENT. - - THE OFFI CE SHALL ESTABLI SH AND
ADM NI STER A DROP- QUT RECOVERY GRANT PROGRAM PURSUANT TO SECTI ON
302 WTH MONEYS APPROPRI ATED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

(B) GRANT USE.--A COMWUNI TY PARTNER, WORKI NG | N CONJUNCTI ON
WTH A SCHOOL DI STRI CT, THAT RECElI VES A DROP- OUT RECOVERY GRANT
PURSUANT TO THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI S ACT, SHALL USE THE GRANT TO
ESTABLI SH, DEVELOP OR NAI NTAI N EVI DENCE OR RESEARCH- BASED, DROP-
OUT RECOVERY PROGRAMS AND STRATEQ ES. PROGRAMS AND STRATEG ES
SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT SHALL NOT BE LIM TED TO, THE FOLLOW NG

(1) PROVI DE QUTREACH AND EDUCATI ONAL OPTI ONS TO DROPQUTS
THROUGH A LOCALLY OR REG ONALLY BASED COMMUNI TY COLLABORATI ON
BETWEEN A SCHOCOL DI STRICT AND A COWUNI TY PARTNER.

(2) HRE I ND VIDUALS WHO SEEK QOUT, RECRUI T AND WORK TO
REENGAGE DROPQUTS FOR PLACEMENT | NTO ALTERNATI VE EDUCATI ONAL
PROGRAMM NG

(3) | MPLEMENT PROGRAMS FOR YOUNG PECOPLE WHOSE LI TERACY
AND NUMERACY LEVELS ARE TOO LOW FOR THEM TO PARTI Cl PATE
MEANI NGFULLY IN FORVAL EDUCATI ONAL PROGRAMM NG

(4) PROVI DE LEARNI NG TO WORK PROGRAMS THAT OFFER | N-
DEPTH JOB READI NESS AND CAREER EXPLORATI ON, | NCLUDI NG
ACADEM C SUPPORT, WORK PREPARATI ON, SKILLS DEVELOPMENT,

I NTERNSHI PS AND ENTREPRENEURI AL EXPERI ENCES DESI GNED TO

ENHANCE THE ACADEM C COVPONENT OF ALTERNATI VE EDUCATI ON

PROGRAMS.

(5) PROVI DE OCCUPATI ONAL PREPARATI ON PROGRAMS THAT OFFER
DROPQUTS OR THOSE | NDI VI DUALS RETURNI NG FROM DELI NQUENT
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PLACEMENT, OR BOTH, W TH APPROVED CAREER TECHNI CAL EDUCATI ON
I N H G+ DEMAND OCCUPATI ONS.

(6) PROVI DE POSTSECONDARY EDUCATI ON EXPOSURE AND
FACI LI TATE FI NANCI AL Al D COUNSELI NG FOR DROPQUTS WHO SEEK TO
PARTI Cl PATE | N POSTSECONDARY EDUCATI ON OR JOB TRAI NI NG

(7) PROVIDE OTHER ACTI VI TIES, STRATEGQ ES OR PROGRAMS

APPROVED BY THE OFFI CE, WH CH MAY | NCLUDE | NNOVATI VE OR DROP-

OUT RECOVERY PI LOT' PROGRAMS CURRENTLY I N USE OR PROPCSED BY A

COMMUNI TY PARTNER OR A SCHOOL DI STRI CT.

SECTI ON 503. GRANT APPLI CATI ONS.

(A) OFFI CE RESPONSI BI LI TI ES. -- THE OFFI CE SHALL DEVELOP TWO
SEPARATE GRANT APPL| CATI ONS FOR DROP- OUT PREVENTI ON PLANS AND
DROP- QUT RECOVERY PROGRAMS. THE OFFI CE SHALL MAKE THE
APPLI CATI ONS AVAI LABLE TO SCHOOL DI STRI CTS AND COMMUNI TY
PARTNERS ON THE DEPARTMENT' S PUBLI CLY ACCESSI BLE | NTERNET
VWEBSI TE. THE OFFI CE SHALL ANNUALLY REVI EW ALL GRANT APPLI CATI ONS
FOR APPROVAL AND DI STRI BUTE GRANTS TO SELECTED SCHOOL DI STRI CTS
AND COVMUNI TY PARTNERS NO LATER THAN OCTOBER 1 OF EACH YEAR

(B) APPLI CATI ON FOR DROP- QUT PREVENTI ON PLAN GRANTS. - - A
SCHOCL DI STRICT SHALL SUBM T THE FOLLOW NG W TH A DROP- QUT
PREVENTI ON PLAN APPLI CATI ON:

(1) A DESCRIPTION OF THE SCHOOL DI STRICT'S CURRENT OR

PROPOSED DROP- OQUT PREVENTI ON PLAN THAT | NCLUDES A

COVWPREHENSI VE LI ST OF ALTERNATI VE EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS AND

PATHWAYS TO EARN A DI PLOVA.

(2) A DESCRIPTION OF THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT'S PROGRAMS,

SERVI CES AND STRATEAQ ES Al MED AT DROP- QUT PREVENTI ON.

(3) A DESCRIPTION OF HOW THE GRANT W LL AUGMVENT A

CURRENT DROP- QUT PREVENTI ON PLAN OR CREATE ADDI TI ONAL DROP-

OUT PREVENTI ON SERVI CES FOR STUDENTS.
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(4) AN ESTI MATE OF THE NUMBER OF STUDENTS WHO W LL BE
SERVED BY A DROP- QUT PREVENTI ON GRANT AND WHO W LL BE
PROVI DED W TH | NDI VI DUAL GRADUATI ON PLANS.

(5 A LISTING OF THE COVWUNI TY PARTNERS THAT THE SCHOOL
DI STRICT WLL COLLABORATE WTH AND THE COMMUNI TY PARTNERS
RCLES I N THE DELI VERY OF THE DROP- OUT PREVENTI ON PLAN.

(6) OTHER RELEVANT | NFORVATI ON AS DETERM NED BY THE

o N o o A~ wWw N

OFFI CE.

O

(© APPLI CATI ON FOR DROP- QUT RECOVERY PROGRAM GRANTS. - - A

10 COMMUNITY PARTNER WORKI NG | N CONJUNCTI ON W TH A SCHOCL DI STRI CT
11 SHALL SUBM T THE FOLLOW NG W TH THE DROP- OUT RECOVERY GRANT

12 APPLI CATI ON:

13 (1) A DESCRIPTION OF THE DROP- OUT RECOVERY PROGRAM THAT
14 I NCLUDES A SUMVARY OF THE OUTREACH AND REFERRAL STRATEGY THAT
15 WLL BE UTILIZED BY THE COVMUNI TY PARTNER AND SCHOOL DI STRI CT
16 TO REENGACGE DROPQUTS | NTO EDUCATI ONAL PROGRAMM NG

17 (2) A DESCRIPTION OF THE COWUNI TY PARTNER S PROGRAMS

18 AND SERVI CES CURRENTLY USED FOR DROP- QUT RECOVERY.

19 (3) A DESCRIPTION OF HOW THE GRANT W LL AUGVENT CURRENT
20 DROP- QUT RECOVERY PROGRAMS OR CREATE ADDI TI ONAL DROP- QUT

21 RECOVERY | NI TI ATl VES.

22 (4) |IN THE CASE WVHERE A COMMUNI TY PARTNER COLLABCRATES
23 W TH MORE THAN ONE SCHOOL DI STRICT TO OFFER A REG ONAL DROP-
24 OUT RECOVERY PROGRAM A LI STI NG OF THE SCHOOL DI STRI CTS AND
25 COMMUNI TY PARTNERS THAT W LL COLLABORATE AND THE AGREEMENT

26 BETWEEN THE ENTI TI ES DESI GNATI NG RESPONSI BI LI TI ES FOR THE

27 PROGRAM

28 SECTION 504. GRANT COCRDI NATOR

29 EACH SCHOOL DI STRI CT AND COVWUNI TY PARTNER THAT RECEI VES A
30 CGRANT FOR A DROP- QUT PREVENTI ON PLAN OR DROP- QUT RECOVERY
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PROGRAM SHALL APPO NT A GRANT COCRDI NATOR WHO SHALL BE
RESPONSI BLE FOR THE ADM NI STRATI ON OF THE GRANT | N ACCORDANCE
W TH THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI S ACT.

SECTI ON 505. | NDI VI DUAL GRADUATI ON PLANS.

(A) CENERAL RULE. --EACH SCHOOL DI STRI CT RECEI VI NG A DROP- QUT
PREVENTI ON GRANT SHALL BE PROVI DED W TH ADDI TI ONAL FUNDI NG TO
PREPARE | NDI VI DUAL GRADUATI ON PLANS FOR AT- RI SK STUDENTS SERVED
BY THE DROP- OUT PREVENTI ON PLAN GRANT | N THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT.

(B) CONTENTS. - - AN | NDI VI DUAL GRADUATI ON PLAN MAY | NCLUDE,
BUT NOT BE LIM TED TO, THE FOLLOW NG

(1) | DENTIFY EDUCATI ONAL GOALS AND ESTABLI SH PERSONAL
GOALS FOR AN AT- RI SK STUDENT.

(2) PROVIDE TOOLS AND ASSI STANCE | N POSTSECONDARY AND
CAREER EXPLORATI ON, | NCLUDI NG FI NANCI AL Al D COUNSELI NG AND
ASS| STANCE.

(3) TRACK ASSESSMENT RESULTS AND EDUCATI ONAL HI STORY AND
PROVI DE APPRCPRI ATE MONI TORI NG AND ACADEM C | NTERVENTI ON AND
OTHER EVALUATI ON STRATEGQ ES AS DETERM NED BY THE SCHOOL
DI STRI CT.

(4) TRACK AT-RI SK STUDENT SERVI CE LEARNI NG PROGRAMS,
LEARNI NG TO- WORK EXPERI ENCES, ENTREPRENEURI AL EXPERI ENCES AND
EXTRACURRI CULAR AND ORGANI ZATI ON ACTI VI TI ES.

(5) ADDRESS PARTI Cl PATI ON OF THE AT-RI SK STUDENT' S
PARENTS OR GUARDI AN, | NCLUDI NG CONSI DERATI ON OF THE PARENTS
OR GUARDI AN' S EDUCATI ONAL EXPECTATI ONS FOR THE STUDENT.

(6) ADDI TI ONAL REQUI REMENTS AS DETERM NED BY THE SCHOOL
DI STRI CT.

SECTI ON 506. TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE.

AT THE REQUEST OF A SCHOOL DI STRI CT, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL

PROVI DE EACH SCHOOL DI STRICT W TH TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE,
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I NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO BEST PRACTI CES OR STRATEG ES TO
ASSI ST | N THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN EFFECTI VE DROP- OUT PREVENTI ON
PLAN OR DROP- QUT RECOVERY PROGRAM OR BOTH, AND | NDI VI DUAL
GRADUATI ON PLANS FOR AT- RI SK STUDENTS THAT W LL ENHANCE THE
SCHOCL DI STRICT'S ABILITY TO MEET THE DI VERSE NEEDS OF I TS
STUDENT POPULATI ON AND COVMUNI TY. TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE SHALL

| NCLUDE RESEARCH- BASED ALTERNATI VE OPTI ONS AND STRATEQ ES AND
MAY BE PROVI DED THROUGH ONLI NE TRAI NI NG PROGRANMS.

© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

SECTI ON 507. PRI ORI TY FUNDI NG

=Y
o

SCHOCL DI STRI CTS AND COVMUNI TY PARTNERS LOCATED | N SCHOCL

=
=

DI STRI CTS THAT THE OFFI CE DETERM NES AS HAVI NG A DROP- OUT RATE

=
N

H GHER THAN THE STATE AVERAGE SHALL RECEI VE PRI ORI TY WHEN

=
w

CONS| DERI NG APPLI CATI ONS FOR DROP- OQUT PREVENTI ON PLAN GRANTS AND

H
o

DROP- QUT RECOVERY PROGRAM GRANTS.

=Y
(63}

CHAPTER 7

=Y
(e}

ADM NI STRATI ON

=
\l

SECTI ON 701. REPCRTI NG

=Y
oo

BEG NNI NG | N THE 2010-2011 SCHOOL YEAR AND EACH SCHOOL YEAR

=
O

THEREAFTER, THE OFFI CE SHALL ANNUALLY PREPARE A REPORT AND

N
o

PROVI DE A COPY OF THE REPORT TO THE EDUCATI ON COWM TTEE OF THE

N
=

SENATE AND THE EDUCATI ON COW TTEE OF THE HOUSE OF

N
N

REPRESENTATI VES AND SHALL POST A COPY OF THE REPORT ON THE

N
w

DEPARTMENT' S PUBLI CLY ACCESSI BLE | NTERNET WEBSI TE BY SEPTEMBER 1

N
~

OF EACH YEAR, THAT CONTAINS, AT A MN MUM THE FOLLOW NG

N
(63}

(1) ALL DROP-QUT, GRADUATI ON AND GRADUATI ON- GAP RATES

N
(e}

REPORTED BY SCHOOL ENTI TI ES, CHARTER SCHOOLS AND CYBER

N
~

CHARTER SCHOOLS, | NCLUDI NG SCHOOL- LEVEL DATA, DI SAGGREGATED

N
oo

BY THE FACTORS USED TO | DENTI FY AN AT- Rl SK STUDENT AND THE

N
(o]

FOLLOW NG CLASSI FI CATI ONS:
30 (1) LIMTED ENGLI SH PROFI Cl ENCY.
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(11)  LOW | NCOME.

(I11) SPECI AL EDUCATI ON.
(1V) G FTED EDUCATI ON.
(V) RACE/ ETHNI CI TY.

(V1) GENDER

(VI1) SCHOOL ENTITY.
(VI11) GEOGRAPH C AREA.

(2) H GHEST GRADE LEVEL COVPLETED AND AGE PRI OR TO
DROPPI NG OUT.

(3) NUVBER OF STUDENTS SERVED BY THE DROP- OUT PREVENTI ON
PLAN AND DROP- OUT RECOVERY PROGRAM GRANTS.

(4) 1 DENTI FI CATI ON OF SCHOOL DI STRI CTS AND COVMUNI TY
PARTNERS WHO RECEI VED EI THER A DROP- OUT PREVENTI ON PLAN GRANT
OR A DROP- OUT RECOVERY PROGRAM GRANT AND THE TOTAL AMOUNT THE
ENTI TI ES RECEI VED.

(5) AN EVALUATI ON OF THE GRANT DOLLARS' EFFECTI VENESS | N
Al DI NG SCHOOL DI STRI CTS AND COMMUNI TY PARTNERS WORKI NG | N
CONJUNCTI ON W TH SCHOOL DI STRI CTS TO PROVI DE SUCCESSFUL DROP-
OUT PREVENTI ON PLANS AND DROP- OUT RECOVERY PROGRANS.

(B) UNI FORM REPORTI NG. - - SCHOOL ENTI TI ES, CHARTER SCHOOLS AND
CYBER CHARTER SCHOOLS SHALL USE THE DEFI NI TI ONS AND FORMULAS
ESTABLI SHED BY THE DEPARTMENT | F NO FEDERAL STATUTE, REGULATI ON
OR GUI DELI NE EXI STS WHEN REPORTI NG THE GRADUATI ON, DROP- OUT AND
GRADUATI ON- GAP RATES TO THE OFFI CE. SCHOOL ENTI TIES, CHARTER
SCHOOLS AND CYBER CHARTER SCHOOLS SHALL REPORT THESE RATES
ANNUALLY, AS REQUI RED BY THE OFFI CE, ON A FORM TO BE DEVELOPED
AND PROVI DED BY THE OFFI CE.

(C) GU DELI NES AND STANDARDS. - - THE OFFI CE MAY DEVELOP ANY
GUI DELI NES OR STANDARDS NECESSARY TO | MPLEMENT THE REQUI REMENTS
OF TH' S ACT.
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1 CHAPTER 11

2 M SCELLANEQUS PROVI SI ONS

3 SECTION 1101. | NDI VI DUALI ZED EDUCATI ON PROGRAM

4 NOTW THSTANDI NG SECTI ON 505, A STUDENT' S | NDI VI DUALI ZED

5 EDUCATI ON PROGRAM DEVELOPED UNDER 22 PA. CCODE CH. 14 ( RELATI NG
6 TO SPECI AL EDUCATI ON SERVI CES AND PROGRAMS) MAY BE USED AS THE
7 STUDENT' S | NDI VI DUAL GRADUATI ON PLAN UNDER THI S ACT

8 SECTION 1102. EFFECTI VE DATE

9 TH' 'S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT JULY 1, 2008, OR | MVEDI ATELY,

10 WH CHEVER | S LATER
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