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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2451 =55

| NTRODUCED BY PETRI, CALTAG RONE, CUTLER, DePASQUALE, G NGRI CH,
GOCDMVAN, GRUCELA, MANN, NI CKOL, O NEILL, SAYLOR, SCAVELLO AND
MURT, APRIL 15, 2008
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A JO NT RESOLUTI ON

Proposing i ntegrated anendnents to the Constitution of the

Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania, providing for the el ection of

t he I nsurance Comm ssioner and for the qualifications

t her eof .

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:

Section 1. The follow ng anendnments to the Constitution of
Pennsyl vani a are proposed in accordance with Article Xl

(1) That Article IV be anended by adding a section to read:

8 4. 2. | nsur ance Conmi SSi oner .

An | nsurance Conm ssioner shall be chosen by the qualified

el ectors of the Commobnweal th on the day the general election is

held for the Auditor General and State Treasurer; he shall hold

his office during four years fromthe third Tuesday of January

next ensuing his election and shall not be eligible to serve

continuously for nore than two successive terns; he shall be the

chief officer of the | nsurance Departnent and shall exercise

such powers and perform such duties as nmay be i nposed by | aw.
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The CGeneral Assenbly shall enact | eqgislation prohibiting

i nsurance conpani es and their officers and directors from naki ng

direct and indirect npnetary contributions to the political

canpai gns of candidates for the office of |nsurance

Conmmi ssioner. No el ected | nsurance Conmi ssi oner may be enpl oyed

directly or indirectly by an insurance conpany within four years

prior to or after serving as | nsurance Conni SSi oner.

(2) That section 5 of Article IV be anended to read:
8 5. Qualifications of Governor, Lieutenant Governor [and],

Attorney Ceneral and |Insurance Commi Sssioner.

No person shall be eligible to the office of Governor

Li eut enant Governor [or], Attorney General or _|nsurance

Conmmi ssi oner except a citizen of the United States, who shal

have attained the age of 30 years, and have been seven years
next preceding his election an inhabitant of this Comobnwealth,
unl ess he shall have been absent on the public business of the
United States or of this Comonweal th. No person shall be
eligible to the office of Attorney General except a nmenber of
the bar of the Supreme Court of Pennsyl vani a.

(3) That section 6 of Article IV be anended to read:
8§ 6. Disqualification for offices of Governor, Lieutenant

Governor [and], Attorney General and | nsurance

Conmmi ssi oner .

No nmenmber of Congress or person holding any office (except of
attorney-at-law or in the National Guard or in a reserve
conponent of the armed forces of the United States) under the
United States or this Conmonweal th shall exercise the office of
Governor, Lieutenant Governor [or], Attorney General or

| nsur ance Conmi SSi oner .

(4) That section 17 of Article IV be anmended to read:
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8 17. Contested el ections of Governor, Lieutenant Governor

[and], Attorney General and | nsurance

Commi ssi oner; when succeeded.

The Chief Justice of the Suprene Court shall preside upon the

trial of any contested el ection of Governor, Lieutenant Governor

[or], Attorney General or Insurance Conm ssioner and shal

deci de questions regarding the adm ssibility of evidence, and
shall, upon request of the comm ttee, pronounce his opinion upon
ot her questions of lawinvolved in the trial. The Governor,

Li eut enant Governor [and], Attorney Ceneral and |Insurance

Commi ssi oner shall exercise the duties of their respective

of fices until their successors shall be duly qualified.

Section 2. (a) Upon the first passage by the General
Assenbly of these proposed constitutional anmendnents, the
Secretary of the Commonweal th shall proceed imediately to
conply with the advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article
XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the
required advertisenents to two newspapers in every county in
whi ch such newspapers are published in sufficient tine after
passage of these proposed constitutional anmendnents.

(b) Upon the second passage by the General Assenbly of these
proposed constitutional anendnents, the Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall proceed i mediately to conply with the
advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article Xl of the
Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the required
advertisenments to two newspapers in every county in which such
newspapers are published in sufficient tinme after passage of
t hese proposed constitutional anmendnents. The Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall submt the proposed constitutional amendnents

under section 1 to the qualified electors of this Comobnweal th
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as a single ballot question at the first primary, general or
muni ci pal el ection which neets the requirenents of and is in
conformance with section 1 of Article XI of the Constitution of
Pennsyl vani a and whi ch occurs at |east three nonths after the
proposed constitutional anendnents are passed by the General
Assenbly. Upon approval of the amendnents by the electors, there

shall be a vacancy in the office of the Insurance Conm ssioner
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whi ch shall be filled as provided herein.
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