PRINTER S N0 3608

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2444 %55

| NTRODUCED BY CAUSER, O NEILL, SOLOBAY, PAYNE, BAKER, BEYER,
BOYD, CAPPELLI, CARROLL, CLYMER, DALEY, DENLI NGER, EVERETT,

FABRI ZI O, FLECK, GEI ST, GEORGE, G LLESPIE, G NGRI CH, GOODVAN,

HARRI S, HENNESSEY, HESS, HI CKERNELL, HUTCH NSON, M KELLER,
KILLI ON, KOTI K, MAJOR, MARSHALL, MGEEHAN, M LLARD,

R MLLER, MJRT, PETRONE, PHI LLIPS, PICKETT, QU NN, READSHAW

REI CHLEY, SAYLOR, SCAVELLO, S| PTROTH, SONNEY, STERN, SURRA,
THOMAS, VEREB, VULAKOVI CH, WATSON AND ROAE, APRIL 15, 2008

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON VETERANS AFFAI RS AND EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS, APRIL 15, 2008
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AN ACT

Establishing the State Director of Emergency Medical Services
wi thin the Departnent of Health.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the State
Director of Energency Medical Services Act.
Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnent."” The Departnent of Health of the Conmonwealt h.
"Director.” The State Director of Energency Mdi cal
Ser vi ces.
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"Emer gency nedi cal services." The nedical care, including
nmedi cal assessnent, nonitoring, treatnment and transportation
that may be provided to a person in responding to an actual or
reported enmergency to prevent or protect against |loss of life or
a deterioration in physiological or psychol ogical condition, and
to address pain or norbidity associated with the person's
condition. This termalso includes the transport of a person
wi th nmedi cal assessnent, nonitoring or treatnment of a person
who, due to the person's condition, requires medi cal assessnent,
nmonitoring or treatnment during transport.

"Secretary."” The Secretary of Health of the Conmonwealt h.
Section 3. State Director of Emergency Medical Services.

(a) Herarchy.--Wthin the departnment there shall be the
State Director of Enmergency Medical Services, who, through the
Li eut enant Governor, shall report to the Governor on all nmatters
that pertain to maintaining a fully operational energency
medi cal service systemthroughout this Comobnweal t h.

(b) Powers and duties.--The director shall be responsible
for fulfilling, on behalf of the secretary and the departnent as
stipulated in the act of July 3, 1985 (P.L. 164, No.45), known as
t he Emergency Medi cal Services Act, only those powers and duties
solely related to the function and operation of the
Commonweal t h' s energency nedi cal services system

(c) Additional powers and duties.--Additionally, the
di rector shall have the power and duty to:

(1) Provide and evaluate Statew de certification
prograns for prehospital practitioners and establish the
criteria and standards associated with certification and
recertification.

(2) Assist in the devel opnent and oversi ght of
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1 continui ng education and training prograns needed for

2 enmergency nedi cal services personnel to becone recertified.
3 (3) Coordinate the activities of State and | ocal

4 community interests engaged in the delivery of emergency and
5 nonemner gency treatnent and transportation within this

6 Commonweal t h, pursuant to the provisions of the Energency

7 Medi cal Services Act.

8 (4) Serve as a focal point for information relative to
9 energency nedi cal service, injuries, prevention and | oss of
10 life resulting fromtrauma or nedical events in this

11 Conmonweal t h.

12 (5) Gather and retain data relevant to standards of care
13 and submt periodic reports a mninum of annually, regarding
14 t he performance and safety of the enmergency nedical system
15 (6) Develop and participate in a program of public

16 awar eness and educati on concerning the roles and uses of the
17 energency nedi cal system and education to individuals

18 regardi ng the prevention of its m suse.

19 (7) Serve as a central point to support |local efforts
20 and interests in all matters pertaining to treatnment and
21 transportation within the enmergency nedi cal system
22 (8) Cause econom c inpact studies to be perforned prior
23 to introducing or changing existing |aws, rules or
24 regul ati ons governi ng the performance and delivery of
25 clinical protocols, financial mandates or operational
26 mandat es t hat cause change to the clinical, fiscal or
27 operational health of the energency nedical system
28 (9) Coordinate and participate, in cooperation with the
29 secretary, in all matters that pertain to both the departnent
30 and the Bureau of Enmergency Medical Services to ensure a
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seanl ess delivery systemof health care to the residents and

visitors of this Comonweal t h.

(d) Powers and duties of secretary and departnent. --Any
powers or duties as stipulated in the Emergency Medi cal Services
Act that are not solely related to the function and operati on of
t he Commonweal th's energency nedi cal services system or any
power or duty that may be construed to involve public health
facilities or trauma centers, as defined in the Enmergency
Medi cal Services Act, shall remain the responsibility of the
secretary and the departnent.

(e) Qualifications and appointnent.--The director shall be a
per son who, by reason of training, experience and attainnment, is
qual i fied to coordi nate energency nedi cal services and control
activities. The person shall have docunented experience nanagi ng
the day-to-day clinical, financial and operational activities of
energency nedi cal services. The director shall be appointed by
t he Governor after consultation with the enmergency nedi cal
services comunity. The director shall act as the Conmonweal th's
primary representative with the Statew de enmergency nedica
services comunity.

(f) Transfer.--The director shall use, enploy and expend, in
connection with the functions, powers and duties enunerated in
subsection (b) for the position of the director, personnel,
contract obligations, if any, records, files, property, supplies
and equi prent now bei ng used or held in connection with such
functions, powers and duties and the unexpended bal ance of
appropriations, allocations, Federal grants and ot her funds
avai l abl e or to be nmade avail able for use in connection wth
such functions, powers and duties as previously were vested in

t he departnent under sections 11 and 12 of the Energency Medi cal
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Servi ces Act.
Section 4. Enmergency Medical Services Advisory Commttee.
(a) Establishnent.--There is hereby established the
Emer gency Medi cal Services Advisory Comrittee to assist the
State Director of Emergency Medical Services. The commttee
shal | consist of nine nenbers as follows:
(1) The secretary of the departnment, ex officio.
(2) The State Director of Emergency Medical Services,
who shall serve as chairman.
(3) Two nenbers of the energency nedical services
community to be appointed by the Governor froma |ist of at
| east six nom nees submtted by the Anbul ance Associ ation of
Pennsyl vani a and the Pennsyl vania Fire and Energency Services
Institute.
(4) One nenber of the public, to be appointed by the
Gover nor
(5) Four nenbers of the emergency nedi cal services
community, one each to be appointed by the President pro
tenpore of the Senate, the Mnority Leader of the Senate, the
Speaker of the House of Representatives and the Mnority
Leader of the House of Representatives.
(b) Service.--Mnbers of the commttee shall serve at the
pl easure of their appointing authority. The comm ttee shal
advise the director on matters pertaining to system i nprovenent
and policy issues. The establishnent of the Energency Medi cal
Servi ces Advisory Commttee shall in no way supersede the duties
of the State Advisory Council as stipulated in the act of July
3, 1985 (P.L.164, No.45), known as the Energency Medi cal
Servi ces Act.

(c) Conpensation and expenses.--The nmenbers shall serve
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wi t hout conpensation, but shall be reinbursed for their actual
and necessary traveling and ot her expenses incurred in
connection with attendance at neetings.

(d) Regul ar neetings.--For the conduct of routine business,
including particularly the consideration of matters of basic
policy, the comrittee shall neet at the call of the chairman and
at least three tinmes during each cal endar year.

Section 5. Appropriation.
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An appropriation providing for this act shall be by a
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separate line itemin the general appropriation act.
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Secti on 6. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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