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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2352 %%
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of July 9, 1987 (P.L.220, No.39), entitled "An
act licensing and regul ating the practice of social work;
provi di ng penalties; and maki ng an appropriation,” further
providing for the short title, for legislative intent, for
definitions, for licensure, for the |icensing agency and its
functions, for licensure qualifications and procedure, for
exenptions, for reciprocity and for |icense reinstatenent;
providing for restrictions on use of title "Licensed Soci al
Service Wrrker"; and further proscribing unlawful practice.
The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Sections 1 and 2 of the act of July 9, 1987
(P.L.220, No.39), known as the Social Wrkers, Mrriage and
Fam |y Therapists and Professional Counsel ors Act, anmended
Decenber 21, 1998 (P.L.1017, No.136), are anended to read:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and nay be cited as the Soci al
Workers, Marriage and Fam |y Therapi sts [and], Professional

Counsel ors and Soci al Service Wrkers Act.

Section 2. Legislative intent.



The practice of social work, marriage and famly therapy

[and], professional counseling and social service work within

this Coomonwealth is hereby declared to affect the public safety
and wel fare and to be subject to regulation and control in the
public interest to protect the public from unprofessional,

i mproper, unauthorized and unqualified practice of |icensed
social work, licensed marriage and famly therapy and |icensed
prof essi onal counseling. This act regulates only those who hol d
t hensel ves out as |icensed social workers, |icensed clinical
social workers, licensed marriage and famly therapists [or as],

I i censed professional counselors or as |licensed social service

wor kers. Acquisition of a license under this act shall not be
made a condition of the enploynent of a person by the
Commonweal th or any of its political subdivisions or by
nonprofit agencies.

Section 2. Section 3 of the act is anmended by addi ng
definitions to read:
Section 3. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall have
t he neanings given to themin this section unless the context
clearly indicates otherw se:

* * %

"Li censed social service worker." A social service worker

who holds a current |icense under this act.

* * %

"Practi ce of social service work." Holding oneself out to

the public by any title or description of services incorporating

the term"licensed social service worker," or using any words or

synbols indicating or tending to indicate that the individual is

a licensed social service worker and, under such descri ption,
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offering to render or rendering a service in which the

application of social work theory, know edge and nethods to

i nprove, restore or enhance the social or psychosoci al

functioning of individuals, couples, famlies or qgroups through

t he provision of services other than counseling or

psychot her apy. Appropriate social service work services include,

but are not necessarily limted to, conmunity organi zati on;

program pl anni ng and devel opnent; assessnent of client needs for

nonclinical conmunity prograns or services; fornul ati on of pl ans

for the delivery of community services based on client needs;

coordi nati on or eval uati on of service delivery; advocacy on

behal f of persons or groups with unnmet service needs; and

provi sion of training about conmunity needs and probl ens.

* * *

"Provisional |icensed social service worker." A social
servi ce worker who holds a current provisional |icense under
this act.

* * *

Section 3. Section 4, 5(I) and 6 of the act, anended
Decenber 21, 1998 (P.L.1017, No.136), are anended to read:
Section 4. License required.

It shall be unlawful for any person to hold hinself or

herself forth as a |icensed social worker, licensed clinical
social worker, licensed marriage and famly therapist [or],
i censed professional counselor, |icensed social service worker

or provisionally licensed social service worker unless he or she

shall first have obtained a |license pursuant to this act.
Section 5. State Board of Social Wrkers, Marriage and Fam |y

Ther api sts and Prof essi onal Counsel ors.

* * %
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(1) Operating procedures.--The board shall nmeet within 30
days after the appointnment of its new nenbers and set up
operating procedures and devel op application forms for |icensing
clinical social workers, marriage and famly therapists [and],

prof essi onal counsel ors, social service wirkers and provisional

social service workers. It shall be the responsibility of the

board to circulate these forns and educate the public to the
requi renents of licensing in order to hold oneself out as a
i censed social worker, licensed clinical social worker,
licensed nmarriage and fam |y therapist or |icensed professional
counsel or within the Conmonweal t h.
Section 6. Powers and functions of board.

The board shall have the foll ow ng powers:

(1) To pass upon the qualifications and fitness of
applicants for licenses and reciprocal |licenses and to adopt
and revise rules and regul ations requiring applicants to pass
exam nations relating to their qualifications as a
prerequisite to the issuance of a license.

(2) To adopt and, fromtime to tine, revise such rules
and regul ati ons as may be necessary to carry into effect the
provi sions of this act. Such regul ations may include, but
shall not be limted to, standards of professional practice
and conduct for |icensed social workers, licensed clinical
social workers, licensed marriage and famly therapists

[and], |icensed professional counselors, licensed social

service workers and provisional |licensed social service

(3) To exam ne for, deny, approve, issue, revoke,
suspend or renew |icenses of social workers, clinical social

workers, marriage and famly therapi sts [and], professional
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1 counsel ors, social _service workers and provisional soci al

2 service workers pursuant to this act and to conduct hearings
3 in connection therewth.

4 (4) To conduct hearings upon conplaints concerning

5 vi ol ations of the provisions of this act and the rul es and

6 regul ati ons adopted pursuant to this act and seek the

7 prosecution and enjoi nder of all such violations.

8 (5) To expend noneys necessary to the proper carrying

9 out of its assigned duties.

10 (6) To waive exam nation and grant a |license in cases
11 deened exceptional by the board and in accordance with

12 regul ati ons promul gated by the board.

13 (7) To submt annually a report to the Professional

14 Li censure Committee of the House of Representatives and the
15 Consuner Protection and Professional Licensure Conmittee of
16 the Senate containing a description of the types of

17 conplaints received, status of the cases, board action which
18 has been taken and length of tine fromthe initial conplaint
19 to final board resolution
20 (8) To submt annually to the Appropriations Commttees
21 of the House of Representatives and the Senate, 15 days after
22 t he Governor has submtted his budget to the General
23 Assenbly, a copy of the budget request for the upcom ng
24 fiscal year which the board previously submtted to the
25 Department of State.
26 Section 4. Section 7 of the act is anmended by addi ng
27 subsections to read:
28 Section 7. Qualifications for |license.
29 * x *
30 (g) Social service work license.--An applicant shall be
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1 qualified for a license to hold oneself out as a |icensed soci al
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service worker, provided the applicant submts proof

sati sfactory to the board that:

(1) The applicant is of good noral character.

(2) The applicant:

(i) has received a bachelor's degree from an

accredi ted school or program of social work or social

wel fare as recogni zed by the board; or

(ii) has held a provisional |icense and worked in a

human services field and been supervi sed by a |icensed

prof essional for at |east 3,600 hours. A licensed

professional is a licensed social service worker, a

li censed social worker, a licensed clinical social

worker, a licensed psychol ogist, a |licensed nmarri age and

famly therapist or a |licensed psychiatri st.

(3) The applicant has passed an exani nati on adopted by

(4) The applicant has subm tted an application

acconpani ed by the application fee.

(5) The applicant has not been convicted of a fel ony

under The Controll ed Substance, Drug, Device and Cosnetic

Act, or of an offense under the | aws of another jurisdiction,

which, if conmmitted in this Commonweal th, would be a fel ony

under The Controll ed Substance, Drug, Device and Cosnetic

Act, unl ess:

(i) at least ten years have el apsed fromthe date of

convi cti on;

(ii) the applicant satisfactorily denponstrates to

the board that the applicant has nade significant

progress in personal rehabilitation since the conviction,
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1 such that l|icensure of the applicant should not be

2 expected to create a substantial risk of harmto the

3 health and safety of the applicant's clients or the

4 public or a substantial risk of further crimnal

5 viol ati ons; and

6 (iii) the applicant otherw se satisfies the

7 qualifications contained in or authorized by this act.

8 As used in this paragraph, the term"convicted" shall include
9 a judgnent, an admission of quilt or a plea of nolo

10 cont ender e.

11 (h) Social service work provisional |icense.--An applicant
12 shall be qualified for a provisional license to hold oneself out
13 as a provisionally licensed social service worker, provided the
14 applicant subnmits proof satisfactory to the board that:

15 (1) The applicant is of good noral character.

16 (2) The applicant has received a bachelor's degree from
17 an _accredited college or university with a major _in _hunman

18 servi ces, behavioral science, sociology, psychology, child
19 devel opnent _or hurman_devel opnent .
20 (3) The applicant has submtted an application
21 acconpani ed by the application fee.
22 (4) The applicant has not been convicted of a felony
23 under The Controll ed Substance, Drug, Device and Cosnetic
24 Act, or of an offense under the laws of another jurisdiction,
25 which, if conmtted in this Commonweal th, would be a fel ony
26 under The Controll ed Substance, Drug, Device and Cosnetic
27 Act, unl ess:
28 (i) at least ten years have el apsed fromthe date of
29 convi cti on;
30 (ii) the applicant satisfactorily denpbnstrates to
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the board that the applicant has nade significant

progress in personal rehabilitation since the conviction,

such that |licensure of the applicant shoul d not be

expected to create a substantial risk of harmto the

health and safety of the applicant's clients or the

public or a substantial risk of further crim nal

vi ol ati ons; and

(iii) the applicant otherw se satisfies the

qual i fications contained in or authorized by this act.

Section 5. Section 8 of the act, amended Decenber 21, 1998
(P.L.1017, No.136), is anended to read:

Section 8. Procedures for |icensing.

(a) Affidavit required.--Each application formfor an
applicant submtted to the board for exam nation or |icensure
shall have attached as part of the forman affidavit or
affirmation for the applicant to conplete as to the veracity of
the informati on on the application.

(b) Issuance of license.--The board shall issue to each
person who neets the licensure requirenents of this act a
certificate setting forth that such person is licensed to hold
hi nsel f or herself out as a |icensed social worker, a
provi si onal social worker, a licensed clinical social worker, a
licensed nmarriage and famly therapist [or], a licensed

prof essi onal counselor, a licensed social service worker or a

provi sional |icensed social service worker.

Section 6. Section 9 of the act is anmended by adding a
subsection to read:
Section 9. Exenption fromlicensure exan nation.

* * %

(d) Social service worker.--The requi renents of section
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7(9) (3) shall not apply and a license shall be issued w t hout

exanm nation to an applicant who nmeets one of the foll ow ng

requi renents:

(1) Is alicensed clinical social worker or a |licensed

soci al worker.

(2) Is licensed in another state as a social worker or a

soci al service worker

(3) Has three years' previ ous experience in a hunman

services-related field and has a degree in social work or

social welfare froman accredited school or program of soci al

wor k as recogni zed by the board.

Section 7. Sections 10 and 12 of the act, anended Decenber
21, 1998 (P.L.1017, No.136), are anended to read:
Section 10. Reciprocity.

The board shall have the power to grant a reciprocal |icense
to an applicant who is licensed or certified as a social worker,
clinical social worker, marriage and famly therapist [or],

pr of essi onal counsel or or social service worker in another state

and has denonstrated qualifications which equal or exceed those
required pursuant to this act in the determ nation of the board,
provi ded that no license shall be granted under this section to
an applicant unless the state in which the applicant is |icensed
af fords reciprocal treatnment to persons who are residents of
this Cormmonweal th and who are |icensed pursuant to this act.
Section 12. Reinstatenent of |icense.

Unl ess ordered to do so by Commonweal th Court or an appeal
therefrom the board shall not reinstate the |icense of a person
to practice as a social worker, clinical social worker, nmarriage
and famly therapist [or], professional counsel or or soci al

service worker pursuant to this act, which has been revoked. Any
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per son whose |icense has been revoked may apply for
reinstatenent, after a period of at |east five years, but nust
neet all of the licensing qualifications of this act, including
the exam nation requirenent, if he or she desires to practice as
a social worker, clinical social worker, marriage and famly

t herapi st [or], professional counselor or social service worker

pursuant to this act at any tinme after such revocati on.
Section 8. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Secti on 16. 4. Restrictions on use of title "Li censed Soci al

Servi ce Worker."

Only individual s who have received |licenses as |icensed

soci al service workers under this act may styl e thensel ves as

li censed social service workers and use the letters "L.S.S.W"

in connection with their nanes, and it shall be unlawful for an

i ndi vidual to style hinself or herself as a |icensed soci al

service worker or use any words or synbols indicating or tending

to indicate that the individual is a |licensed social service

wor ker without holding a |license in good standi ng under this

act.

Section 9. Section 20 of the act, anmended Decenber 21, 1998
(P.L.1017, No.136), is anended to read:
Section 20. Unlawful practice.

(a) Unlawful practice prohibited.--It shall be unlawful for
any person to hold hinself or herself out as a |icensed soci al
wor ker, licensed clinical social worker, marriage and famly

t herapi st [and], professional counselor and social service

wor ker wi t hout possessing a valid, unexpired, unrevoked and
unsuspended |icense issued under this act.
(b) Injunction.--Unlawful practice may be enjoined by the

courts upon petition of the comm ssioner or the board. In any
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proceedi ng under this section, it shall not be necessary to show
that any person is individually injured by the actions
conplained of. If the court finds that the respondent has
violated this section, it shall enjoin himor her fromso
practicing until he or she has been duly licensed. Procedure in
such cases shall be the sane as in any other injunction suit.

(c) Renedy cunul ative.--The injunctive renedy provided in
this section shall be in addition to any other civil or crimnal
prosecution and puni shnment.

Section 10. This act shall take effect in 180 days.
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