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AN ACT
Amrending Title 23 (Domestic Rel ations) of the Pennsyl vani a

Consol idated Statutes, further providing for persons

qualified to sol emize marri ages.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1503 of Title 23 of the Pennsylvani a
Consol i dated Statutes is anmended to read:

8§ 1503. Persons qualified to sol emize marri ages.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The following are authorized to sol emi ze
marri ages between persons that produce a marriage |icense issued
under this part:

(1) A justice, judge or magisterial district judge of

t hi s Commonweal t h.

(2) A former or retired justice, judge or magisteri al

district judge of this Conmonwealth who is serving as a
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seni or judge or senior nagisterial district judge as provided

or prescribed by law.]; or not serving as a senior judge or

seni or magi sterial district judge but neets the foll ow ng

criteri a:

(i) has served as a nmagi sterial district judge,

judge or justice, whether or not continuously or on the

sane court, by election or appoi ntnent for an aqqgregate

period equaling a full termof office;

(ii) has not been defeated for reel ection or

(iii) has not been convicted of, pleaded nol o

contendere to, agreed to an Accel erated Rehabilitative

Di sposition or other probation w thout verdi ct program

relative to any m sdeneanor or felony offense under the

|l aws of this Commonweal th or an equi val ent of f ense under

the laws of the United States or one of its territories

or possessi ons, another state, the District of Col unbia,

the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico or a foreign nation;

(iv) has not resigned a judicial conm ssion to avoid

havi ng charges filed or to avoid prosecuti on by Federal,

State or |ocal | aw enforcenent agencies or by the

Judi ci al Conduct Board;

(v) has not been renoved fromoffice by the Court of

Judi cial Discipline; and

(vi) is a resident of this Commpbnweal t h.

(3) An active or senior judge or full-time nmagistrate of
the District Courts of the United States for the Eastern,
M ddl e or Western District of Pennsylvani a.

(3.1) An active, retired or senior bankruptcy judge of

the United States Bankruptcy Courts for the Eastern, Mddle
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1 or Western District of Pennsylvania who is a resident of this
2 Commonweal t h.

3 (4) An active, retired or senior judge of the United

4 States Court of Appeals for the Third Crcuit who is a

5 resident of this Commonwealth.

6 (5) A mayor of any city or borough of this Commobnweal t h.
7 (6) A mnister, priest or rabbi of any regularly

8 establ i shed church or congregati on.
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13 (b) Religious organizations.--Every religious society,

14 religious institution or religious organization in this

15 Commonweal th may join persons together in nmarriage when at | east
16 one of the persons is a nmenber of the society, institution or

17 organi zation, according to the rules and custons of the society,
18 institution or organization.

19 (c) Marriage license needed to officiate.--No person or
20 religious organization qualified to perform marriages shal
21 officiate at a marriage cerenony w thout the parties having
22 obtained a marriage license issued under this part.
23 Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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