SENATE ANVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 3307, 4178 PRINTER S NO. 4338

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2289 %%

| NTRODUCED BY MANTZ, ARGALL, BARRAR, BASTI AN, BELFANTI
BENNI NGHOFF, BOYD, BRENNAN, CAPPELLI, CLYMER, CONKLI N,
CREI GHTON, DALLY, DeLUCA, EVERETT, FLECK, FRANKEL, GABI G
GElI ST, GEORGE, G BBONS, G LLESPIE, G NGRI CH, GODSHALL,
GOCDMVAN, GRELL, GRUCELA, HARHAI, HARRI' S, HERSHEY, HESS,
HORNAVAN, KAUFFMAN, M KELLER, KENNEY, KILLIQON, KOTIK, KULA,
MAHONEY, MAJOR, MANDERI NO, MANN, MARKGOSEK, MARSHALL, MARSI CO
Mol LHATTAN, MELI O, METCALFE, M COZZIE, M LLARD, R M LLER,
MOUL, MOYER, MJURT, NAILCR, O NEILL, PASHI NSKI, PAYNE, PElIFER
PETRARCA, PHI LLIPS, PICKETT, PYLE, RAPP, REICHLEY, ROEBUCK
ROHRER, RUBLEY, SCAVELLO, SCHRCDER, SIPTROTH, K. SM TH,
SONNEY, STERN, SWANGER, TRUE, TURZAI, VULAKOVI CH, WALKQO
J. VH TE, WOINARGCSKI, YOUNGBLOOD, D. O BRI EN, FAI RCH LD,
PETRONE, CALTAG RONE AND BROOKS, MARCH 5, 2008

SENATOR BAKER, VETERANS AFFAI RS AND EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS, | N
SENATE, AS AMENDED, SEPTEMBER 17, 2008
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AN ACT
Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a
Consol idated Statutes, further providing for desecration, <—
THEFT or sale of venerated objects.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
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23 SECTION 1. SECTI ON 5509 OF TI TLE 18 OF THE PENNSYLVANI A

24 CONSOL| DATED STATUTES |'S AVENDED TO READ:

25 § 5509. DESECRATI ON, THEFT OR SALE OF VENERATED OBJECTS.

26 (A) OFFENSE DEFI NED. - -A PERSON COMM TS [A M SDEMEANCR OF THE
27 SECOND DEGREE] AN OFFENSE | F HE:

28 (1) | NTENTI ONALLY DESECRATES ANY PUBLI C MONUMENT OR

29 STRUCTURE, OR PLACE OF WORSHI P OR BURI AL;

30 (2) [IF HE] | NTENTI ONALLY DESECRATES ANY OTHER OBJECT OF
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VENERATI ON BY THE PUBLI C OR A SUBSTANTI AL SEGVENT THEREOF | N
ANY PUBLI C PLACE; [CR]
(3) SELLS, [OR] ATTEMPTS TO SELL OR REMOVES W TH | NTENT

TO SELL A VETERAN S MARKER AS DESCRI BED | N SECTI ON 1913 OF
THE ACT OF AUGUST 9, 1955 (P.L.323, NO 130), KNOW AS THE
COUNTY CODE. THI'S PARAGRAPH SHALL NOT APPLY TO THE SALE OF
VETERANS' MARKERS AUTHORI ZED BY STATUTE[.]; OR

(4) I NTENTI ONALLY RECEI VES, RETAINS OR DI SPOSES OF A

VETERAN S MARKER OR | TEM DECORATI NG A VETERAN S GRAVE KNOW NG

THAT THE | TEM HAS BEEN STOLEN, OR BELI EVING THAT IT HAS

PROBABLY BEEN STOLEN, UNLESS |IT HAS BEEN RECEI VED, RETAI NED

OR DI SPOSED OF WTH THE I NTENT TO RETURN I T TO THE OMNER.

(A1) H STORIC BURIAL LOTS AND BURI AL PLACES. - - A PERSON
COW TS [A M SDEMEANOR OF THE FI RST DEGREE] AN OFFENSE | F THE
PERSON | NTENTI ONALLY DESECRATES A HI STORI C BURI AL LOT OR
H STORI C BURI AL PLACE.

(B) DEFIN TIONS.--AS USED IN TH'S SECTI ON, THE FOLLOW NG
WORDS AND PHRASES SHALL HAVE THE MEANI NGS G VEN TO THEM I N THI S
SUBSECTI ON:

"DESECRATE. " DEFACI NG, DAMAG NG, POLLUTI NG OR OTHERW SE
PHYSI CALLY M STREATING | N A WAY THAT THE ACTOR KNOWS W LL
OUTRAGE THE SENSI BI LI TI ES OF PERSONS LI KELY TO OBSERVE OR
DI SCOVER THE ACTI ON.

"HI STORIC BURIAL LOT." AN I NDIVIDUAL BURIAL SITE WTHI N A
H STORI C BURI AL PLACE.

"HI STORI C BURIAL PLACE." A TRACT OF LAND VHI CH HAS BEEN:

(1) I N EXI STENCE AS A BURI AL GROUND FOR MORE THAN 100

YEARS; OR

(2) LISTED IN OR ELI G BLE FOR THE NATI ONAL REG STER OF

H STORI C PLACES AS DETERM NED BY THE PENNSYLVANI A HI STORI CAL
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1 AND MUSEUM COW SSI ON.

2 (C) GRADI NG - -

3 (1) AN OFFENSE UNDER SUBSECTI ON (A) SHALL BE GRADED AS

4 FOLLOWE:

5 (1) A FELONY OF THE THI RD DEGREE | F THE AMOUNT COF

6 LOSS OR DAMAGE IS I N EXCESS OF $2, 000, OR A SECOND OR

7 SUBSEQUENT OFFENSE UNDER SUBSECTI ON (A) (3) OR (4).

8 (1) A M SDEMEANOR OF THE FI RST DEGREE | F THE AMOUNT
9 OF LOSS OR DAMAGE |'S $200 OR MORE BUT LESS THAN OR EQUAL
10 TO $2, 000.

11 (L) A M SDEMEANOR OF THE SECOND DEGREE | F THE

12 AMOUNT _OF LOSS OR DAMAGE |S $50 OR MORE BUT LESS THAN

13 $200.

14 (IV) A M SDEMEANOR CF THE THI RD DEGREE FOR ALL OTHER
15 OFFENSES.

16 (2) AN OFFENSE UNDER SUBSECTI ON (A.1) SHALL BE GRADED AS
17 FOLLOWE:

18 (1) A FELONY OF THE THI RD DEGREE | F THE AMOUNT COF

19 DAMAGE IS IN EXCESS OF $2, 000 OR A SECOND OR SUBSEQUENT
20 OFFENSE.

21 (1) A M SDEMEANOR CF THE FI RST DEGREE FOR ALL OTHER
22 OFFENSES.

23 Section 2. The amendnment of 18 Pa.C. S. § 5509{a) 5509 shall <—
24 apply to offenses cormmitted on or after the effective date of

25 this section.

26 Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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