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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of Decenber 20, 1985 (P.L.457, No.112),

entitled "An act relating to the right to practice nedicine
and surgery and the right to practice nedically related acts;
reestablishing the State Board of Medical Education and

Li censure as the State Board of Medicine and providing for
its conmposition, powers and duties; providing for the

i ssuance of licenses and certificates and the suspension and
revocation of licenses and certificates; providing penalties;
and maki ng repeals,” further providing for physician
assistants and for respiratory care practitioners.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 13 of the act of Decenber 20, 1985

(P.L.457, No.112), known as the Medical Practice Act of 1985, is
anmended by addi ng subsections to read:

Section 13. Physician assistants.

* * %

(c.1) Except as limted by subsection (c.2), and in addition

to existing authority, a physician assi stant shall have

authority to do all of the follow ng, provided that the




1 physician assistant is acting within the supervision and

2 direction of the supervising physician:

3 (1) Oder hone health and hospi ce care.

4 (2) Oder durable nedical equipnent.

5 (3) Issue oral orders to the extent permtted by a health

6 care facility's bylaws, rules, requlations or adm nistrative

7 policies and guidelines.

8 (4) Oder physical therapy and dietitian referrals.

9 (5) Oder respiratory and occupational therapy referrals.

10 (6) Performdisability assessnents for the program providing
11 Tenporary Assistance to Needy Fanmilies (TANF).

12 (7) Issue honebound schooling certifications.

13 (8) Performand sign the initial assessnent of nethadone

14 treatnent evaluations, provided that any order for nethadone

15 treatnent shall be made only by a physician.

16 (c.2) Nothing in this section shall be construed to:

17 (1) Supersede the authority of the Departnent of Health and
18 the Departnent of Public Welfare to requlate the types of health
19 care professionals who are eligible for nedical staff nenbership
20 or _clinical privileges.
21 (2) Restrict the authority of a health care facility to
22 deternine the scope of practice and supervision or other
23 oversight requirenments for health care professionals practicing
24 within the facility.
25 * %k
26 Section 2. Section 13.1(d) of the act, added July 2, 1993
27 (P.L.424, No.60), is anmended to read:
28 Section 13.1. Respiratory care practitioners.
29 * %k
30 (d) Supervision and scope of practice.--A respiratory care
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26
27
28
29
30

practitioner certified by the board may inplenent direct
respiratory care to an individual being treated by either a
i censed nedical doctor or a |icensed doctor of osteopathic
nmedi ci ne, upon [ physician] prescription or referral by a

physician, certified reqgi stered nurse practiti oner or physician

assi stant, or under nedical direction and approval consi stent
with standing orders or protocols of an institution or health
care facility. This care may constitute indirect services such
as consultation or evaluation of an individual and al so
i ncludes, but is not limted to, the follow ng services:
(1) Adm nistration of nedical gases.
(2) Hum dity and aerosol therapy.
(3) Adm nistration of aerosolized nedications.
(4) Intermttent positive pressure breathing.
(5) Incentive spironetry.
(6) Bronchopul nonary hygi ene.
(7) Managenent and nmi ntenance of natural airways.
(8) Muaintenance and insertion of artificial airways.
(9) Cardiopul nonary rehabilitation.
(10) Managenent and mai nt enance of nechani cal
ventil ation.
(11) Measurenent of ventilatory flows, volunes and
pressures.
(12) Analysis of ventilatory gases and bl ood gases.
* %k
Section 3. The State Board of Medicine, the Departnent of
Public Wl fare and the Departnent of Health shall pronul gate
regul ations to i nplenent the addition of section 13(c.1) and
(c.2) of the act within 18 nonths of the effective date of this

secti on.
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1 Section 4. The following acts are repeal ed i nsofar as they
2 are inconsistent with the addition of section 13(c.1) and (c. 2)
3 of the act:

4 (1) Section 9(a) of the act of Cctober 10, 1975

5 (P.L.383, No.110), known as the Physical Therapy Practice

6 Act .

7 (2) Section 14 of the act of June 15, 1982 (P.L.502,

8 No. 140), known as the Cccupational Therapy Practice Act.

9 Section 5. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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