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AN ACT

1  Providing for passage of general appropriation acts.

2     The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

3  hereby enacts as follows:

4  Section 1.  Short title.

5     This act shall be known and may be cited as the General

6  Appropriation Passage Act.

7  Section 2.  Definitions.

8     The following words and phrases when used in this act shall

9  have the meanings given to them in this section unless the

10  context clearly indicates otherwise:

11     "Average percentage change in inflation."  The average of the

12  percentage change for each of the three calendar years, from

13  October to October, immediately preceding the calendar year in

14  which a given executive budget is submitted by the Governor, in

15  the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U), not



1  seasonally adjusted, all items index or its successor index, as

2  officially reported by the United States Department of Labor,

3  Bureau of Labor Statistics.

4     "Average percentage change in personal income."  The average

5  of the percentage change in personal income estimates for this

6  Commonwealth, from second calendar quarter to second calendar

7  quarter, for each of the three calendar years immediately

8  preceding the calendar year in which a given executive budget is

9  submitted by the Governor, as reported by the United States

10  Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis, SQ4

11  quarterly income summary for this Commonwealth or its successor

12  index or as determined pursuant to an act of the General

13  Assembly.

14     "Average percentage change in State population."  The average

15  of the percentage change in State population for each of the

16  three most recent years immediately preceding the calendar year

17  in which a given executive budget is submitted by the Governor,

18  as reported by the United States Census Bureau for July 1 of

19  each year.

20  Section 3.  Passage.

21     (a)  House of Representatives.--The House of Representatives

22  shall consider and vote on a general appropriation bill for each

23  fiscal year no later than May 1 of the immediately preceding

24  fiscal year.

25     (b)  Senate.--The Senate shall consider and vote on a general

26  appropriation bill for each fiscal year no later than June 1 of

27  the immediately preceding fiscal year.

28     (c)  Governor.--The Governor shall approve or veto a general

29  appropriation bill for each fiscal year, in accordance with

30  section 15 of Article IV of the Constitution of Pennsylvania, or
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1  partially disapprove a general appropriation bill for each

2  fiscal year, in accordance with section 16 of Article IV of the

3  Constitution of Pennsylvania, no later than June 23 of the

4  immediately preceding fiscal year.

5     (d)  Nonapproval or veto.--

6         (1)  In the event that the Governor does not satisfy the

7     requirements of subsection (c), the House of Representatives

8     and the Senate shall each consider and vote on and present to

9     the Governor, no later than June 30 of the immediately

10     preceding fiscal year, a general appropriation bill for the

11     fiscal year which appropriates amounts that are determined by

12     applying the lesser of the following factors to the amounts

13     appropriated in the general appropriation act of the

14     immediately preceding fiscal year:

15             (i)  the average percentage change in personal income

16         in this Commonwealth for the three preceding calendar

17         years as reported by the Federal Government or as

18         determined pursuant to an act of the General Assembly; or

19             (ii)  the average percentage change in inflation for

20         the three preceding calendar years plus the average

21         percentage change in the State population for the three

22         preceding years as reported by the annual Federal census

23         estimates, such number being adjusted every decade to

24         match the official Federal census.

25         (2)  In the event that the Governor does not satisfy the

26     requirements of subsection (c), neither house of the General

27     Assembly shall give any bill, other than the general

28     appropriation bill described under paragraph (1), second or

29     third consideration or action on final passage until the

30     requirements of paragraph (1) are satisfied.

20070H1978B2760                  - 3 -



1         (3)  This subsection shall not apply if the Governor

2     partially disapproves a general appropriation bill under

3     section 16 of Article IV of the Constitution of Pennsylvania.

4  Section 10.  Effective date.

5     This act shall take effect immediately.
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