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AN ACT
1 Anending the act of March 20, 2002 (P.L.154, No.13), entitled
2 "An act reformng the I aw on nedical professional liability;
3 providing for patient safety and reporting; establishing the
4 Patient Safety Authority and the Patient Safety Trust Fund;
5 abrogating regul ations; providing for nedical professional
6 l[iability informed consent, damages, expert qualifications,
7 limtations of actions and nedical records; establishing the
8 I nterbranch Comm ssion on Venue; providing for nedical
9 professional liability insurance; establishing the Medical
10 Care Availability and Reduction of Error Fund; providing for
11 nmedi cal professional liability clains; establishing the Joint
12 Underwriting Association; regulating nedical professional
13 l[iability insurance; providing for medical |icensure
14 regul ation; providing for adm nistration; inposing penalties;
15 and making repeals,” in Health Care Provider Retention
16 Program defining "independent drug information services";
17 and further providing for abatement program for eligibility
18 and for expiration.
19 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

20 hereby enacts as follows:



Section 1. Section 1101 of the act of March 20, 2002
(P.L.154, No.13), known as the Medical Care Availability and
Reduction of Error (Mare) Act, is anmended by adding a
definition to read:

Section 1101. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this chapter
shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

* * %

"]l ndependent drug i nformation service." A university-based

outreach program i ntended to pronote unbi ased, high quality

evi dence- based, patient-centered, cost-effective pharnaceuti cal

deci sions.

Section 2. Section 1102(a) of the act, anended Cctober 27,
2006 (P.L.1198, No.128), is anended to read:
Section 1102. Abatenent program

(a) Establishnent.--There is hereby established within the
I nsurance Departnment a programto be known as the Health Care
Provi der Retention Program The Insurance Departnent, in
conjunction with the Departnent of Public Wl fare, shal
adm ni ster the program The program shall provi de assistance in
the form of assessnent abatenents to health care providers for

cal endar years 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006 [and 2007], 2007 and 2008,

except that |icensed podiatrists shall not be eligible for
cal endar years 2003 and 2004, and nursing homes shall not be
eligible for cal endar years 2003, 2004 and 2005.

* x *

Section 3. Section 1103 of the act, added Decenber 22, 2005
(P.L.458, No.88), is anended to read:
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1 Section 1103. Eigibility.

2 A health care provider shall not be eligible for assessnent
3 abatenent under the programif any of the follow ng apply:

4 (1) The health care provider's license has been revoked
5 in any state within the ten nost recent years or a health

6 care provider has a license revoked during a year in which an
7 abat ement was received.

8 (2) The health care provider's ability, if any, to

9 di spense or prescribe drugs or nedication has been revoked in
10 this Cormonweal th or any other state within the ten nost

11 recent years.

12 (3) The health care provider has had three or nore

13 medical liability clains in the past five nbst recent years
14 in which a judgnment was entered against the health care

15 provi der or a settlenent was paid on behalf of the health

16 care provider, in an anmount equal to or exceedi ng $500, 000
17 per claim

18 (4) The health care provider has been convicted of or
19 has entered a plea of guilty or no contest to an offense
20 which is required to be reported under section 903(3) or (4)
21 within the ten nost recent years.
22 (5) The health care provider has an unpai d surcharge or
23 assessnent under this act.
24 (6) The Departnment of Revenue has determ ned that the
25 health care provider has not filed all required State tax
26 reports and returns for all applicable taxable years or has
27 not paid any bal ance of State tax due as determ ned at
28 settlenent, assessnent or deternination by the Departnent of
29 Revenue that are not subject to a tinely perfected
30 adm nistrative or judicial appeal or subject to a duly
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1 aut hori zed deferred paynent plan as of the date of
2 application. Notw thstanding the provisions of section 353(f)
3 of the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), known as the Tax
4 Ref orm Code of 1971, the Departnent of revenue shall be
5 aut horized to supply the Insurance Departnent with
6 information concerning the status of delinquent taxes owed by
7 a health care provider for purposes of this paragraph.
8 (7) The health care provider has not attended at |east
9 one_Conmobnweal t h- sponsor ed i ndependent drug infornation
10 service session, either in person or by videoconference. This
11 par agraph _does not apply if the Commonwealth has not nade
12 such a session available to the health care provider prior to
13 the date that the health care provider's application is
14 submitted under section 1104.
15 Section 4. Section 1115 of the act, amended October 27, 2006
16 (P.L.1198, No.128), is anended to read:
17 Section 1115. Expiration.
18 The Health Care Provider Retention Program established under
19 this chapter shall expire Decenber 31, [2008] 2009.
20 Section 5. This act shall take effect imediately.
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