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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1958 %5

| NTRODUCED BY SWANGER, ARGALL, BAKER, BENN NGHOFF, BOBACK, BOYD,
CAUSER, CLYMER, CREI GHTON, CUTLER, EVERETT, FAI RCH LD, FLECK
GElI ST, G NGRI CH, GOODVAN, HALUSKA, HARPER, HARRI S, HELM
HERSHEY, HESS, H CKERNELL, HUTCHI NSON, KAUFFMAN, M KELLER
KENNEY, KORTZ, MAJOR, MNANTZ, METCALFE, R. M LLER, MJRT,
MUSTI O, PEI FER, PI CKETT, RAPP, ROAE, ROHRER, SAYLOR
SCHRCDER, SOLOBAY, SONNEY, STERN, VULAKOVI CH, WANSACZ AND
WOINARGCSKI, OCTOBER 23, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, OCTOBER 23, 2007
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AN ACT

Providing for the English | anguage as the official |anguage of
t he Conmonweal t h.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Pennsyl vani a
O ficial Language Act.
Section 2. Legislative findings.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:
(1) The people of the United States have brought to this
nation the cultural heritage of many nations.
(2) The people of the United States, despite their many
di fferences, have lived together harnoniously and
productively as citizens of one nation.

(3) The traditional and conmon | anguage of the United



1 States and of this Commonwealth is English.

2 (4) A know edge of the common | anguage is essential to
3 full exercise of constitutional freedons, informed and

4 know edgeabl e enpower ment as voters, citizen checks agai nst

5 gover nment abuses and i ndividual prosperity and i ndependence.
6 (5) The English | anguage has been our strongest bond to
7 one another as fellow citizens and has contri buted

8 substantially to national unity and societal cohesiveness.

9 (6) English has been this nation's | anguage by custom
10 only and warrants special |egal protection.

11 (7) Governnent has a fiduciary responsibility to the

12 citizenry to ensure that it operates as efficiently as

13 possi bl e, and the gromh of multiple | anguage bureaucracies
14 and printing represents an abrogation of this fiduciary

15 responsi bility.

16 (8) The Conmmonwealth and its nmunicipalities and the

17 Federal Governnent al so have a responsibility to ensure that
18 citizens have opportunities to |l earn English.

19 Section 3. Purpose.
20 (a) Unifying role.--1t is the purpose of this act to
21 preserve, protect and strengthen the unifying role of English as
22 the official |language of this Conmonwealt h.
23 (b) Rights preserved.--This act shall not be construed in
24 any way to infringe on the rights of citizens to choose their
25 own primary | anguage, in the use of |anguage for private
26 conduct, nor shall this act be used to dictate | anguage policies
27 for the operation and adm nistration of organizations or
28 businesses in the unregul ated private sector.
29 Section 4. Definitions.
30 The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
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have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Official acts of governnment." Any of the follow ng:

(1) Actions of the Conmmonwealth that carry the ful
wei ght and authority of | aw
(2) Oficial docunents recorded and mai ntai ned by the
Commonweal th for the public domain, and public proceedi ngs of
t he governi ng bodi es of the Conmonweal t h.
Section 5. GCeneral rule.

English is hereby recognized as the official |anguage of the
Commonweal th and shall al so be designated as the | anguage of
of ficial acts of governnent.

Section 6. Policies.

The Commonweal th shall nake no policies expressing a
preference for any |anguage other than English or dimnishing or
ignoring the unifying role of English as designated in this act,
subject to the limtations in section 8.

Section 7. Enforcenent.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Elected and appointed officers of the
Commonweal th shall take all reasonable steps to ensure that the
role of English as the official |anguage is preserved and
enhanced.

(b) Standing to sue.--Any person who is a resident of or
doi ng business in this Conmonweal th shall have standing to sue
any agency or official of the Commonwealth to seek a declaratory
judgnment as to whether this act has been violated and injunctive
relief therefrom A qualified person may file suit even if the
Attorney Ceneral or other appropriate official of the
Commonweal th has not filed such a suit, and the suit may be

brought on behalf of all citizens of this Conmonweal th. A person
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who prevails, in whole or in part, in such a suit shall be
entitled to costs of bringing and mai ntaining the suit,

i ncl udi ng reasonabl e attorney fees.

Section 8. Applicability.

The provisions of this act shall not apply to the foll ow ng:

(1) Wen Federal |aw inposes contrary provisions.

(2) Wen the public safety, health or justice requires
t he use of other | anguages.

(3) Instruction in foreign | anguage courses.

(4) Instruction designed to aid students with limted
English proficiency in their transition and integration into
t he education system

(5) The pronotion of international comrerce or tourism

(6) To provide interpretation for hearing inpaired
i ndi viduals in Anerican Sign Language.

(7) Wen using ternms of art or phrases from | anguages
ot her than Engli sh.

(8) For informal and nonbi nding transl ations or
comuni cati ons anong or between representatives of governnment
and other persons if this activity does not affect or inpair
supervi si on, managenent, conduct or execution of official
actions and if the representatives of government nake clear
that these translations or conmunications are unofficial and
are not binding on the Conmonweal t h.

Section 9. Appropriations.

The CGeneral Assenbly shall nmake no appropriations to pronote
the use of or denonstrate a preference for any | anguage ot her
than the official |anguage, subject to the |[imtations in
section 8.

Section 10. Severability.
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If any provision of this act or the applicability of any
provi sion to any person or circunmstance shall be held to be
invalid by a court of conpetent jurisdiction, the remai nder of
this act shall not be affected and shall be given effect to the
full est extent practicable.

Section 11. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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