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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1912 %55

| NTRODUCED BY SURRA, SOLOBAY, STURLA, PALLONE, BARRAR, BELFANTI,
Bl ANCUCCI, CALTAG RONE, CARROLL, DALLY, GOODVAN, HALUSKA,
HARKI NS, HORNAMAN, JAMES, KORTZ, KOTIK, LONG ETTI, MAHONEY,
MANN, Ml LHATTAN, PETRONE, PI CKETT, SHI MKUS, SIPTROTH
STABACK, WOINAROSKI AND YOUNGBLOOD, OCTOBER 16, 2007
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 1, 1945 (P.L.1242, No.428), entitled

"An act relating to roads, streets, highways and bri dges;

amendi ng, revising, consolidating and changing the | aws

adm ni stered by the Secretary of H ghways and by the

Depart ment of Hi ghways relating thereto,” further providing

for restrictions and |imtations upon powers and obligations

of State; and providing for partial obligation of State for
dr ai nage structures.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 521 of the act of June 1, 1945 (P.L.1242,
No. 428), known as the State H ghway Law, anended Cctober 7, 1955
(P.L.677, No.188), is anended to read:

Section 521. Restrictions and Limtations Upon Powers and

ol igations of State.--[The] Except as otherw se provided in

section 521.1, the designation or taking over of any street of

any city of the second A or third class as a State hi ghway by
any act of Assenbly is not intended, and shall not be construed:

(1) To place upon the Commonweal th any duty to regul ate
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traffic or police any such streets, but such duty shall be and
remain the obligation of the cities;

(2) To place upon the Comonweal th any obligation for the
mai nt enance, construction, reconstruction or resurfacing of said
streets other than the base or surface courses;

(3) To place upon the Comonweal th, through the departnent,
any obligation to maintain, construct or reconstruct any
structure of any kind or character whatsoever situate upon or
form ng part of any such city street, or section thereof.],
except that the secretary may assune the obligation to maintain,
construct, or reconstruct drainage structures with a total
spanned | ength not exceeding ten (10) feet, nmeasured al ong the
center line of the street, other than stormor sanitary sewers,
and which were the sole obligation of the city prior to the
designation of the street as a State highway.] Responsibility
for the construction, reconstruction and nai nt enance of any
[other] structure shall remain with the city, person,
associ ation, or corporation responsible therefor at the date of
t he approval of the act by which the street was designated as a
St at e hi ghway;

(4) To authorize any assessnent to be made agai nst the
Commonweal th by reason of or to assist in the elimnation of any
grade crossing on any street described and designated as a State
hi ghway, and no such assessnent shall hereafter be nade under
any act of Assenbly heretofore enacted;

(5) To place upon the Comonweal th any obligation under any
franchi se or franchi ses heretofore or hereafter granted by the
city to any public utility conmpany, nor to transfer to the
Commonweal th fromthe city any rights under any such franchise

or franchi ses heretofore granted;
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(6) To place upon the departnent any authority to regul ate
traffic, parking, or the general use by the traveling public of
the streets, or section thereof, taken over by the Comobnweal th
for mai ntenance or inprovenent under the provisions of this or
any ot her act: Provided, however, That the departnent is hereby
authorized to close to traffic all of the streets, or sections
t hereof, taken over as State hi ghways, during such tinme as
i nprovenents are being made thereon, and, in such case, the city
shal | establish and maintain a suitable detour in accordance
with the provisions of section five hundred twenty-six of this
act .

Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Secti on 521.1. Partial Obligation of State for Drai nage

Structures. --The Commpnweal th, through the departnment, shal

share equally with any city of the second class A or third cl ass

the cost and obligation to mai ntain, construct or reconstruct

drai nage structures with a total spanned | ength not exceedi ng

ten (10) feet, neasured along the center line of the street.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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