PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 2553, 2728 PRINTER S NO. 3174

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1867 *%5”

| NTRODUCED BY KENNEY, OLIVER, CALTAG RONE, JAMES, SONNEY,
STABACK, REICHLEY, TRUE, YOUNGBLOOD, H CKERNELL, HARHART,
HALUSKA, M KELLER, SAYLOR, GRUCELA, RAPP, J. TAYLOR
G NG&RI CH WATSON, BEYER, HENNESSEY, KORTZ, MARSHALL
SI PTROTH, K. SM TH, PETRONE, MJRT, HORNAMAN AND HELM
OCTOBER 2, 2007

AS AVENDED ON SECOND CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
FEBRUARY 4, 2008
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AN ACT
Requiring a circulating nurse in certain operating roons.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the G rcul ating
Nur se Act.

Section 2. Purpose.

The purpose of this legislation is to require a registered
nurse to be the circulating nurse in an operating roomfor the
safety of the patient.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:
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"ANESTHESI A. " | NCLUDES CGENERAL ANESTHESI A AND SPI NAL OR

MAJOR REG ONAL ANESTHESI A. | T DOES NOT | NCLUDE LOCAL ANESTHESI A.
CENERAL ANESTHESI A | S A DRUG- | NDUCED LOSS OF CONSClI OQUSNESS

DURI NG WHI CH PATI ENTS ARE NOT AROUSABLE, EVEN BY PAI NFUL

STI MULATI ON. THE ABI LI TY TO | NDEPENDENTLY MAI NTAI N VENTI LATORY
FUNCTI ON IS OFTEN | MPAl RED. PATI ENTS OFTEN REQUI RE ASSI STANCE | N
MAI NTAI NI NG A PATENT Al RAAY, AND POSI TI VE PRESSURE VENTI LATI ON
MAY BE REQUI RED BECAUSE OF DEPRESSED SPONTANEOQUS VENTI LATI ON OR
DRUG- | NDUCED DEPRESSI ON OF NEUROMUSCULAR FUNCTI ON.

CARDI OVASCULAR FUNCTI ON MAY BE | MPAI RED.

" DEEP SEDATI ON/ ANALGESI A." A DRUG | NDUCED DEPRESSI ON OF
CONSCI OUSNESS DURI NG VWHI CH PATI ENTS CANNOT BE EASI LY AROUSED BUT
RESPOND PURPOSEFULLY FOLLOW NG REPEATED OR PAI NFUL STI MJULATI ON.
THE ABI LI TY TO | NDEPENDENTLY MAI NTAI' N VENTI LATORY FUNCTI ON MAY
BE | MPAl RED. PATI ENTS MAY REQUI RE ASSI STANCE | N MAI NTAI NI NG A
PATENT Al RWAY, AND SPONTANEQUS VENTI LATI ON MAY BE | NADEQUATE.
CARDI OVASCULAR FUNCTI ON |'S USUALLY MAI NTAI NED.

"Health care facility.” Any health care facility providing
clinically related health services, including, but not Iimted
to, a general or special hospital, including psychiatric
hospitals, rehabilitation hospitals, anbulatory surgica
facilities, long-termcare nursing facilities, cancer treatnent
centers using radiation therapy on an anbul atory basis and

i npatient drug and al cohol treatnent facilities, both profit and
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nonprofit, and including those operated by an agency or State or
| ocal governnment. The termshall also include a hospice. The
termshall not include an office used primarily for the private
or group practice by health care practitioners where no
reviewable clinically related health service is offered, a
facility providing treatnment solely on the basis of prayer or
spiritual neans in accordance with the tenets of any church or
religious denom nation or a facility conducted by a religious
organi zation for the purpose of providing health care services
exclusively to clergy or other persons in a religious profession
who are nenbers of the religious denoninations conducting the
facility.

“"Moderate sedation.” A mnimally depressed |evel of
consci ousness which retains the patient's ability to
i ndependently and continuously naintain an airway and respond
appropriately to physical stimulation or verbal comrand,
produced by a pharnmacol ogi ¢ or nonpharmacol ogi ¢ nmet hod, or

conbi nati on thereof.

"Operating roomof the facility.” The phrase shall only
i ncl ude the nunber of operating roons eentained—inthe <—
arbulatory—surgical—faci-ti+es COVERED BY A HEALTH CARE <—
FACILITY' S |icense issued by the Pennsylvani a Departnent of
Heal t h.

"Regi stered nurse.” An individual licensed under the | aws of

this Coomonwealth to practice professional nursing.
Section 4. Operating roomstaff.

Only a registered nurse, licensed in this Commonweal t h,
qual i fied by training and experience in operating room nursing

shal | be—present FUNCTION as a circulating nurse during all <—
surgi cal procedures perfornmed by—a—physieran in a health care <—

20070H1867B3174 - 3 -



[N
—h
5
<
AN
|

4 faeitity— UNDER GENERAL ANESTHESI A OR DEEP SEDATION IN A HEALTH <—
5 CARE FACI LI TY' S OPERATI NG ROOM
6 Section 5. Ef fecti ve date.

7 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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