PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 2431 PRINTER S NO. 2585

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1830 %5

| NTRODUCED BY MUNDY, BELFANTI, BLACKWELL, BRENNAN, COHEN, DALEY,
DALLY, EACHUS, FRANKEL, GEORGE, GOCDNVAN, HALUSKA, HARPER,
JAMES, KOTI K, MANN, MARKOSEK, MGEEHAN, MELI O, MOUL, MOYER,
MURT, M O BRI EN, OLIVER, PALLONE, PASHI NSKI, RAYMOND
RCEBUCK, RGCSS, SABATI NA, SHI MKUS, SI PTROTH, STABACK, SURRA,
WALKO, WANSACZ, WATERS, PETRONE, YOUNGBLOOD, M| LVAINE SM TH
LONG ETTI, KULA, FABRI ZI O, MANDERI NO, J. VWH TE, KORTZ,
G NGRI CH, SAMUELSON, BROOKS AND LENTZ, SEPTEMBER 11, 2007

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON AG NG AND COLDER ADULT SERVI CES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, OCTOBER 3, 2007
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of Decenber 19, 1990 (P.L.1234, No.204),
entitled "An act establishing a programto assist persons who
bear primary responsibility for the at-honme care of
functionally dependent older adults and victins of chronic
denmentia," further providing for intent, for definitions, for
caregi ver support program anrdfer—+retnwburserents, FOR <—
REI MBURSEMENTS AND FOR ENTI TLEMENT.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Sections 2, 3, 4 ard5, 5 AND 6 of the act of <—
Decenber 19, 1990 (P.L.1234, No.204), known as the Fam |y
Car egi ver Support Act, are anended to read:
Section 2. Intent.
It is the intent of this act to ease the strain of caregiving
and to assist [relatives] those who bear primary responsibility

for the at-honme care of functionally dependent ol der adults and

ot her adults who are victinms of chronic denmentia by providing



resources for services such as the foll ow ng:
(1) Assistance to the caregiver to assure that supports
to the [functionally dependent ol der adult or adult suffering

froma chronic denentia] care reeipient RECElI VER are adequate

and appropriate to maintain these individuals in the hone.

(2) Intermttent, planned or energency relief to the
caregi ver

(3) Restoration or naintenance of the caregiver's well -
bei ng.

(4) Preservation of the caregiver's infornmal supports
such as famly and friends.

(5) Supportive social services to the caregiver.

(6) Affordable services through a cost-sharing mechani sm
devel oped by the departnent for those famlies whose
househol d i nconmes do not exceed 380% of the poverty |evel.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

["Adult."” A person 18 years of age or older residing within
this Cormonwealth who is suffering froma chronic denentia such
as Al zhei mer's disease.]

"Adult with chronic denentia." A person 18 years of age or

older residing within this Commonweal th who has an irreversible

gl obal | oss of cognitive function causi ng evident intell ectual

i mpai rment whi ch al ways i ncludes menory | oss, without alteration

of state of consci ousness as di agnosed by a physician and i s

severe enough to interfere with work or social activities, or

both, and to require conti nuous care Or supervisSion.

"Area agency on aging." The single |ocal agency designated
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by the department within each planning and service area to
adm ni ster the delivery of a conprehensive and coordi nated pl an
of social and other services and activities in the planning and
service area.

"Care reecipient RECEIVER " A functionally dependent ol der

adult or other adult with chronic denentia who is being cared

for by a prinmary caregiver

["Chronic denentia.” An irreversible global |oss of
cognitive function causing evident intellectual inpairnment which
al ways includes nenory |oss, without alteration of state of
consci ousness as di agnosed by a physician and is severe enough
tointerfere with work or social activities, or both and to
require continuous care or supervision.]

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Aging of the Comonweal t h.

"Functionally dependent ol der adult.” A person 60 years of
age or older residing within this Conmonweal th who, because of
his or her inability to performtasks required for daily living
as defined through regul ation and as assessed by the area agency
on agi ng, needs continuous care or supervision.

"Home nodification.” Reasonable nodifications to the
structure of a hone for the purpose of reducing the caregiving
burden of the caregiver, as approved by the departnent.

Modi fications do not include repairs, and paynent for such
repairs i s prohibited.

"Househol d incone.” The incone of all nenbers of the
household with the exception of a mnor or dependent student.

“Income.” Al income, from whatever source derived,
including, but not limted to, wages, salaries, Social Security
or railroad retirenment incone, public assistance incone,

realized capital gains and worknen's conpensation. The
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departnment shall determ ne income anmounts and incl usions for
pur poses of this act through regul ation.
"Primary caregiver." The one identified [relative] adult

fam |y nmenber or other individual who has assunmed the primry

responsi bility for the provision of care needed to maintain the
physi cal or nmental health of a [functionally dependent ol der

adult or other adult suffering fromchronic denmentia, who |ives
in the sane residence with such individual on a continuous basis

and] care reeipient RECElI VER and who does not receive financial <—

conpensation for the care provided. A substantiated case of
abuse, neglect, exploitation, abandonnment as defined in the act
of Novenber 6, 1987 (P.L.381, No.79), known as the O der Adults
Protective Services Act, or pursuant to any other civil or
crimnal statute regarding an older adult, shall prohibit a
caregiver fromreceiving benefits under this act unless
aut hori zed by the departnent to prevent further abuse.
["Relative."” A spouse or parent, child, stepparent,
stepchil d, grandparent, grandchild, brother, sister, half-
brot her, half-sister, aunt, great aunt, uncle, great uncle,
ni ece, nephew, by bl ood, marriage or adoption.]
"Respite care service." A regular, intermttent or energency
service which provides the primary caregiver of a [functionally
dependent ol der adult or other adult suffering froma chronic

denmentia] care reeipient RECEIVER with relief from nornal <—

caregiving duties and responsibilities.
Section 4. Caregiver support program

(a) Description.--The persons to be served under this act
are primary, unpaid caregivers who [live with and] provide
continuous care to a [functionally dependent ol der adult or

other adult suffering froma chronic denentia such as
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Al zhei nmer' s di sease] care reeipient RECEI VER <—
B—Authertty—Thedepartnent—shatl—devel op—eperattng (B) <—
AUTHORI TY. - -

(1) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL DEVELOP OPERATI NG procedures

and guidelines and shall contract with area agencies on aging

to provide the benefits set forth in this act. Fhe-department <—

halt | I hori | I . . I I
(2) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL HAVE THE AUTHORI TY TO DEVELOP <—

CRI TERI A THROUGH regul ation relating to eligibility for
caregivers to receive assistance pursuant to this act.

(3) AFTER ALL ELIGBILITY CRITERI A HAVE BEEN MET, THE <—

DEPARTMENT SHALL G VE PRICRITY I N AWARDI NG ASSI STANCE PAI D

FOR BY THE STATE LOTTERY FUND TO PRI MARY CAREG VERS VWHO

PROVI DE CARE FOR A FUNCTI ONALLY DEPENDENT OLDER ADULT AND AN

ADULT 60 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER W TH CHRONI C DEMENTI A, SUCH AS

ALZHEI MER S DI SEASE

(c) Supportive services.--The departnment shall identify by
regul ati on supportive services which are directly related to the
provi sion of care to the [functionally dependent ol der adult or

other adult suffering fromchronic denentia] care reecipient <—

RECEI VER. Supportive services include, but are not linmted to: <—
(1) Benefits counseling and caregi ver counseli ng,
education and training.
(2) Reinbursenent to primary caregivers whose care

recipirents— RECEI VERS' households financially qualify for <—

assi stance [pursuant to] under section 5 and as set forth
t hrough regul ati on for expenses incurred in obtaining day or
night respite care services, transportation to respite care
service |ocations or other supportive services defined by

regul ati on, and consumabl e supplies such as incontinence
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pads.
(3) Reinbursenent to primary caregivers whose care

recipients— RECEI VERS' households financially qualify for

assi stance [pursuant to] under section 5 and as devel oped
t hrough regul ation for expenses incurred in obtaining hone
nodi fications or assistive devices as approved by the
departnment which help the [functionally dependent ol der adult

or adult suffering fromchronic denentia] care reeipient

grab bars, safety devices and wheel chair ranps.
Section 5. Reinbursenents.

(a) General rule.--The departnment through contracts with
area agenci es on aging shall provide the services described [in]

under section 4(c)(1) and shall reinburse qualified primry

(b) Maxi num anmounts. - -
(1) The nmaxi mum anount available to a qualified

caregi ver whose care reeipients— RECElI VERS' househol d i ncone

i s under 200% of poverty |level shall be established by

regul ati on, but shall not exceed [$200] $500 per nonth, for

out - of - pocket expenses incurred for services described [in]
(2) The nmaxi mum anount available to a qualified

caregi ver whose care reeipients— RECElI VERS' househol d i ncone

i s under 200% of poverty |level shall be established by
regul ati on, but shall not exceed [$2,000] $6,000 for the

entire duration of the case, for expenses incurred for homne
nodi fications or assistive devices as described [in] under

section 4(c)(3).
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(c) Scale of benefits.--A sliding benefits scale shall be
established by the departnent by regulation to ensure that

caregi vers [who] whose care reeipients RECEI VERS qualify under <—

this act and whose househol d i ncome exceeds 200% of poverty
| evel shall pay sone portion of the out-of-pocket expenses for

services described [in] under section 4(c). In no event wll

caregi vers whose care reeiptents— RECEI VERS househol d i ncone <—

exceeds 380% of the poverty |level be considered eligible for

benefits under this act.

SECTI ON 6. ENTI TLEMENT NOT CREATED. <—
NOTHI NG IN THI'S ACT CREATES OR PROVI DES ANY | NDI VI DUAL W TH

AN ENTI TLEMENT TO SERVI CES OR BENEFITS. [IT IS THE | NTENT OF THE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY THAT SERVI CES] SERVI CES UNDER THI S ACT SHALL BE

MADE AVAI LABLE ONLY TO THE EXTENT OF THE AVAI LABI LI TY AND LEVEL

OF APPROPRI ATI ONS MADE BY THE CGENERAL ASSEMBLY.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.

H22L67MSP/ 20070H1830B2585 - 7 -



