PRINTER S NO. 2397

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1796 %5

| NTRODUCED BY SHAPI RO, GERBER, STEIL, BOYD, BRENNAN, CARROLL
DALEY, DePASQUALE, FRANKEL, FREEMAN, GALLOMAY, G BBONS,
GOCDVAN, GRUCELA, HARHAI, HORNAMAN, JOSEPHS, KI NG KULA,
LEACH, LENTZ, LONG ETTI, MAHONEY, M|l LVAINE SM TH, MELI G
MURT, MJSTI O, PAYTON, PETRARCA, READSHAW ROAE, RUBLEY,
SANTONI, SHI MKUS, SI PTROTH, M SM TH, SWANGER, TANGRETTI
THOMAS, TRUE, VULAKOVI CH, WOINARGCSKI, YOUNGBLOCOD, YUDI CHAK,
CALTAG RONE AND MANDERI NO, AUGUST 22, 2007

REFERRED TO COVM TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, AUGUST 22, 2007

AN ACT
1 Anending the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), entitled
2 "An act concerning el ections, including general, nunicipal,
3 special and primary el ections, the nom nati on of candi dates,
4 primary and el ecti on expenses and el ection contests; creating
5 and defining nmenbership of county boards of el ections;
6 i mposi ng duties upon the Secretary of the Commonweal t h,
7 courts, county boards of elections, county comr ssioners;
8 i nposi ng penalties for violation of the act, and codifying,
9 revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; and
10 repealing certain acts and parts of acts relating to
11 el ections,” providing for limtations on contributions to a
12 candi date; and further providing for reporting by candi date
13 and political conmttees and ot her persons, for annual
14 reports by political commttees and candi dates and for |ate
15 contributions and i ndependent expenditures.
16 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

17 hereby enacts as foll ows:

18 Section 1. The act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known
19 as the Pennsylvania Election Code, is amended by addi ng a

20 section to read:

21 Secti on 1625. 1. Limtati ons on Contri butions. --




(a) (1) An individual's aggregate contri butions to a

candi date shall not exceed two thousand three hundred doll ars

($2, 300) for each el ection.

(2) An individual's aqgqgregate contri butions to a candi date

shall not exceed an anpbunt equal to the linmt under paragraph

(1) nultiplied by three for each el ecti on whenever at | east one

of the candi date's opponents expends at | east two hundred fifty

t housand dol |l ars ($250, 000) of his own funds to fi nance his

canpai gn._

(b) (1) A political action conmttee's aggregate

contributions to a candi date shall not exceed five thousand

dol l ars ($5, 000) for each el ection.

(2) A political action conmttee's aggreqgate contri buti ons

to a candi date shall not exceed an anpunt equal to the limt¢t

under paragraph (1) nultiplied by three for each el ecti on

whenever at | east one of the candi date's opponents expends at

| east two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250, 000) of his own

funds to finance his canpai gn.

(c) Aggregate contributions include the value of in-Kkind

contri buti ons.

(d) The limtation on contributions shall be applied

separately to each primary el ecti on, general el ection or special

el ecti on.

(e) (1) The Secretary of the Commonweal th shall adjust the

limtati on on contri butions by individual s under subsecti on (a)

for inflation in each odd-nunbered year begi nning with the first

odd- nunbered year after the end of the year during which this

section takes effect. The adjustnent shall be equal to the

adj ust nent applicable to contri buti ons nade by individuals to

candi dates for Federal office under 2 U S.C. 8 441a(a)(1)(A).
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(2) Each adjustnent shall remain in effect for the two-year

peri od beginning the first day following the date of the general

el ection in the even-nunbered year precedi ng the adjustnent and

ending on the date of the general election in the even-nunbered

vear foll ow ng the adjustnent.

(3) The secretary shall publish the adjustnent as a notice

in the Pennsyl vani a Bull etin.

(f) As used in this section, the term "candi date" neans a

candi date for an office for which the Secretary of the

Commpnweal th is the supervisor. The termincludes a candi date's

political conmmttee.

Section 2. Section 1626(d), (e) and (i) of the act, anended
or added July 21, 1979 (P.L.189, No.63), July 11, 1980 (P.L. 600,
No. 128) and July 10, 1981 (P.L.256, No.84), are anended to read:

Section 1626. Reporting by Candi date and Politi cal
Conmmi ttees and ot her Persons. --

* x *

(d) Pre-election reports by all candidates [for offices to
be voted for by the electors of the State at |arge] and al
political commttees, which have [expended noney] received

contributions or made expenditures for the purpose of

i nfluencing [the el ection of such candidate] an el ection, shal

be filed not later than [the sixth Tuesday before and the second
Friday before an election, provided that the initial pre-

el ection report shall be conplete as of fifty (50) days prior to
the el ection and the subsequent pre-election report shall be
conplete as of fifteen (15) days prior to the election. Pre-

el ection reports by all other candidates and political

conmi ttees which have received contributions or nade

expenditures for the purpose of influencing an election shall be
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filed not |ater than the second Friday before an el ection,
provi ded that such report be conplete as of fifteen (15) days

prior to the election.] twenty (20) days before an el ection and

shall be conplete as of thirty (30) days before the el ecti on.

(e) Al candidates or political commttees, required to file
under this section, shall also file a post-election report not
later than thirty (30) days after an el ection which shall be
conplete as of twenty (20) days after the election. [In the case
of a special election the post-election report shall be conplete
as of ten (10) days after such special election.]

* %k

(i) (1) An expenditure froma candidate's political
commttee to another political conmmttee shall be reported as a
contribution by the political comrittee receiving the
contribution but need not be reported by the contributing
candidate's political commttee until the time required by |aw
for that candidate's political commttee to report[: Provided,
however, That if].

(2) If the anpbunt of the contribution exceeds two hundred
fifty dollars ($250) to a single political committee or one
t housand dol lars ($1,000) in aggregate contributions to nore
than one political conmttee for any primary, general or special
el ection, then receipts and expenditures shall be reported by
the contributing conmttee at the sanme tine as required by |aw

for the conmttee receiving sane[.], except that this clause

shall not apply to a political conmttee reporti ng under secti on

1627(a) (1).

* * %

Section 3. Section 1627(a) of the act, anmended July 11, 1980
(P.L.591, No.127), is anended to read:
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Section 1627. Quarterly and Annual Reports.--

(a) (1) Each candidate's political commttee having the

Secretary of the Commpnweal th as its supervisor shall file

quarterly reports on January 31, April 15, July 15 and Cctober

15 of each year. Each report shall be conplete as of the | ast

day of the previous nonth. Such reports shall be filed quarterly

at this tine until there is no bal ance or debt in the report of

the candidate's political conmttee. Such reports shall be

cunul ati ve. However, if there has been no change in the account,

then the candidate's political conmmttee shall file a statenent

to that effect with the Secretary of the Commonweal th. Each form

desi gnated by the Secretary of the Commpbnwealth for filing a

report or statenent required by section 1626(e) shall contain a

bl ock whi ch may be marked by the candi date's political conmmittee

designating it a term nation report or statenent. However, no

candi date's political commttee nmay ternminate by way of a

st at enent where the unpai d bal ance i ndicated in the previous

report was greater than two hundred fifty dollars ($250). Each

quarterly report shall cover the canpaign activity of a

candi date's political commttee fromthe |ast prior report or

statenment .
(2) Al political commttees and candi dates, including those
commttees and candidates filing reports under section 1626 (d)

and (e), except those filing quarterly reports or statenents

under clause (1), shall file a report on January 31 of each year

whi ch shall be conplete as of Decenber 31 of the prior year.
Such reports shall be filed annually at this tine until there is
no bal ance or debt in the report of the candidate or political
commttee. Such reports shall be cumul ative. However, if there

has been no change in the account, then the candi date or
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political committee shall file a statenent to that effect with
t he appropriate supervisor. Each form desi gnated by the
Secretary of the Commonwealth for filing a report or statenent
required by section 1626(e) shall contain a block which may be
mar ked by the candidate or political commttee designating it a
term nation report or statement. |If such report or statenent is
so designated, or if an authorized candidate elects to file no
report or statenment pursuant to section 1626.1, no annual report
need be filed under this section unless contributions were
recei ved or expenditures made subsequent to the tinme period for
filing of such term nation report. However, no candi date or
political comrittee nay term nate by way of a statenent where
t he unpai d bal ance indicated in the previous report was greater
than two hundred fifty dollars ($250). In the case of annual
reports said report shall cover the canpaign activity of a
candi date or political conmttee fromthe last prior report or
st at enent .

* %k

Section 4. Section 1628 of the act, anended February 13,
1998 (P.L.72, No.18), is anended to read:

Section 1628. Late Contri butions and | ndependent
Expendi tures. --Any candidate or political conmttee, authorized
by a candi date and created solely for the purpose of influencing
an election on behalf of that candi date, which receives any
contribution or pledge of [five hundred dollars ($500)] one

hundred dollars ($100) or nore, and any person making an

i ndependent expenditure, as defined by this act, of [five

hundred doll ars ($500)] one hundred dollars ($100) or nore after
the final pre-election report has been deened conpl eted shal

report such contribution, pledge or expenditure to the
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appropriate supervisor. Such report shall be sent by the

candi date, chairman or treasurer of the political commttee
within twenty-four (24) hours of receipt of the contribution. It
shall be the duty of the supervisor to confirmthe substance of
such report. The report shall be made by tel egram nmail gram
overnight mail or facsimle transm ssion. Any candidate in his
own behal f, or chairman, treasurer or candidate in behalf of the
political committee may al so conply with this section by
appearing personally before such supervisor and reporting such

| ate contributions or pledges.

Section 5. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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