PRINTER S NO. 2162

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1667 *%5”

| NTRODUCED BY MAHONEY, KULA, BELFANTI, CAPPELLI, CONKLI N
CREI GHTON, GECRCE, d BBONS, G NGRI CH, HANNA, HARPER,
HORNAVAN, W KELLER, KI RKLAND, PYLE, READSHAW SI PTROTH AND
SOLOBAY, JUNE 29, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON GAME AND FI SHERI ES, JUNE 29, 2007

AN ACT

1 Anending Title 34 (Gane) of the Pennsylvani a Consol i dated

2 Statutes, establishing citizen task forces for wildlife

3 managenent units; further providing for regulations of the
4 Pennsyl vani a Gane Conmi ssion; and providing for deer

5 popul ation on State gane | ands and for mandatory harvest

6 report cards.

7

8

9

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and decl ares that:
(1) The Conmonweal th has over 3.6 mllion acres of

public | ands, which represent approxi mately 25% of al

10 forested land in this Commonwealth.

11 (2) The tradition of hunting on public land is deeply

12 rooted in many famlies across this Comonweal th, w th about
13 40% of hunters using nostly public lands to hunt deer.

14 (3) Between 1993 and 2002, the antlered buck harvest has
15 decreased by 25% on public land, while private |and has only
16 experienced an 11% decrease during that tinme period.

17 (4) Hunting in the United States generates $88 billion
18 in annual national and State tax revenue and creates nearly

19 6.5 mllion jobs.
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(5) The revenue fromhunting is a much needed boost to
rural economes in the present econom c climate.

(6) Increasing the deer population on State gane |ands
and harvesting nore deer on State gane lands is better for
hunters and better for the sport.

(7) Fewer Pennsylvania hunting |licenses are being sold
each year, and increasing deer on State gane | ands can
increase interest in the sport.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Title 34 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed
Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8§ 329. C(Citizen task forces for wildlife nanagenent units.

(a) Establishnent.--The conm ssion shall establish a citizen

task force for each wildlife managenent unit. A citizen task

force shall consist of farnmers, foresters, hunters, | andowners,

conservationi sts, representatives of the tourismindustry and

notorists. The nenbers of a citizen task force shall be sel ected

by the gane warden of a wildlife managenent unit.

(b) Meetings. --

(1) The gane warden of a wildlife managenent unit shal

convene at | east two neetings each year of the citizen task

force in the wildlife managenent unit.

(2) At the neetings, the citizen task force shal

di scuss the deer population in the wildlife managenent unit

and nake suggesti ons and recomrendati ons to the conm ssi on on

ways in which the deer popul ati on shoul d be nmanaged i n that

wildlife managenent unit.

(3) The gane warden shall forward the suggesti ons and

reconmendations in witing to the conm ssi on.
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Section 2. Section 2102(b) of Title 34 is amended by addi ng
a paragraph to read:

§ 2102. Regul ati ons.

* * %

(b) Seasons, possession, bag limts and devices. --

* * %

(1.1) The conmi ssion nmay not pronul gate any requl ati on

or enforce any existing requl ation that i nposes a limtation

on antlered deer in any wildlife nmanagenent unit in excess of

two points to one antler or one antler of three inches in

Section 3. Title 34 is anended by addi ng sections to read:

8§ 2104. Deer popul ati on on State gane | ands.

The conm ssion shall adopt a policy to increase the deer

popul ati on on State gane | ands and shall submt an annual report

to the General Assenbly that docunents the results of the

policy.
8§ 2105. Mandat ory harvest report cards.

The conm ssion shall collect public and private data from

mandat ory harvest report cards.

Section 4. Any regulation inconsistent with this act is
abr ogat ed.

Section 5. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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