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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1603 %%

| NTRODUCED BY COHEN, SURRA, JAMES, JOSEPHS, BELFANTI, FREEMAN
CALTAG RONE, GECORCGE, BLACKVELL, FABRIZI O, GRUCELA, KI RKLAND,
KORTZ, LONG ETTI, MGEEHAN, MYERS, S| PTROTH, STURLA AND
YOUNGBLOOD, JUNE 21, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LABOR RELATI ONS, JUNE 21, 2007
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AN ACT
Requiring the Commonweal th to enact |egislation to bind

Pennsyl vania to the provisions of certain international trade

agr eenent s.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Regul ati on of
I nternational Trade Agreenents (R TA) Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Proposed international trade agreenent."” A trade agreenent
negotiated or in the process of being negotiated between the
Federal Governnment and a foreign country to which the

Commonweal th at the request of the Federal Governnment is a

party. The term does not include any international trade



1 agreenment solely between the Commonweal th and a foreign country.

2 Section 3. Intent.

3 The CGeneral Assenbly finds as follows:

4 (1) International trade agreenents are being negoti ated
5 by the Federal Governnment w thout providing for review by

6 state officials who are concerned with the repercussions of
7 these international trade agreenents on state |laws and state
8 | awmaki ng aut horiti es.

9 (2) The Federal CGovernnent has failed to consult with
10 state legislators prior to binding state governnments to

11 provi sions of international trade agreenents.

12 (3) Federal laws and other provisions contained in

13 i nternational trade agreenents nay affect the ability of the
14 state to enact common econon ¢ devel opnent and environnent al
15 policies. Some nmeasures to achieve inportant state economc
16 devel opnment or environmental objectives could conflict with
17 obligations in one or nore international trade agreenents and
18 could therefore be chall enged as potential barriers to trade.
19 (4) The General Assenbly and the Governor have

20 hi storically worked together to adopt and inplenent State

21 | egi sl ati ve standards and ot her public policies, and

22 therefore, the decision to consent to the coverage of

23 Pennsyl vani a under set rules and other provisions of

24 i nternational trade agreenents should be considered by the
25 CGeneral Assenbly and the Governor in the sane formas al

26 other State |egislation.

27 Section 4. Required consent for international trade agreenent
28 provi si ons.

29 (a) GCeneral rule.--To the extent permtted by the

30 Constitution of the United States, Federal |aw and international
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trade agreenents, whenever a state is pernmtted to consent to
partici pation under any international trade agreenent, the
Commonweal th shal | provide such consent only by enactnent of a
specific law granting the required consent.

(b) Limtation on Governor and State officials.--Until
conpliance with subsection (a), no State official, including the
Governor, may bind the Conmmonwealth to or give consent to the
Federal Governnment to bind the Conmonwealth to the provisions of
any proposed international trade agreenent.

(c) Effect on prior consents.--Any consent that a
Commonweal th official, including the Governor, has given for the
Commonweal th to be bound to set rules of any international trade
agreenent on or before the effective date of this act is
decl ared invalid, and the Commonweal th will not be bound by the
Federal Governnment's rules of any international trade agreenent.

(d) Joint commttee.--The O fice of Governor and the Cenera
Assenbly will establish a formal joint commttee in order to
regul ate and review all international trade agreenents and
ensur e understandi ng and agreenent anong Commonweal th official s,
t he Governor and the General Assenbly in regards to the content
and the inpact of all international trade agreenent provisions.
Section 5. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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