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AN ACT
Entitling victins of sexual assault who receive treatnent at
hospitals and health care facilities that provide services to
sexual assault victinms to the provision of information and
services relating to sexual assault; and further providing
for powers and duties of the Departnent of Health.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Provision by hospitals and health care facilities
for offering sexual assault services to sexua
assault victins.

(a) Initial actions.--Every hospital or health care facility

t hat provi des energency services to sexual assault victins

shall, imrediately upon identifying a patient as a victim of

sexual assault:
(1) Oally informthe victimof the availability of
energency contraception, its use and efficacy.

(2) Provide the victimwith witten infornmational

mat eri al s regardi ng enmergency contracepti on prepared or



1 approved pursuant to subsection (b).

2 (3) Ofer the conplete regi men of energency

3 contraception to such victimand provide the regi nen upon the
4 victims request.

5 (4) Informthe victimof the availability of a rape

6 crisis counsel or for the purpose of obtaining infornmation

7 regardi ng the physical, nmental and enotional reactions which
8 are common to victinms of sexual assault and contact the | ocal
9 rape crisis center at the request of the victim

10 (5) Provide the victimwi th the opportunity to nmeet with
11 a local rape crisis counselor in person and in private while
12 at the hospital or health care facility.

13 (b) Training health care providers regardi ng energency

14 contraception.--

15 (1) A hospital and health care facility providing

16 energency care to sexual assault victins shall ensure that a
17 per son who provides care to sexual assault victins is

18 provided with witten informational materials about energency
19 contraception devel oped under paragraph (2).
20 (2) The departnent in collaboration with a Statew de
21 nonprofit organization identified by the Departnent of Public
22 Wel fare as the prinme grantee that arranges for the provision
23 of services to sexual violence and rape victins shall devel op
24 medi cally and factually accurate and objective witten
25 informational materials relating to emergency contraception
26 for distribution to and use in hospitals and health care
27 facilities in this Conmonwealth, in quantities sufficient to
28 conply with the requirenents of this section.
29 (3) The department shall prepare, produce and distribute
30 to the hospitals and health care facilities at no cost to the
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hospitals and health care facilities the aforenentioned

witten informational materials. The informational material

shal I :

(i) Be in clear and concise | anguage, readily
conprehensible, in such varieties and fornms as the
departnment shall deem necessary to informvictins in
Engl i sh and | anguages ot her than Engli sh.

(ii) Explain the nature of energency contraception,
including its use and efficacy.

(ii1) Be circulated by the departnent to
Pennsyl vani a hospitals and health care facilities in
gquantities sufficient to conply with the requirenents of
this section.

(c) Religious freedom protection.--Nothing in this section
shall be construed to require a religiously affiliated health
care facility or hospital to provide, allow, participate in or
refer a patient to health care services which are contrary to
the religious beliefs or practices of the facility or hospital,
provided that the facility or hospital shall, at the tine of
treatment of a sexual assault victim provide witten notice to
the victimof its policies regarding the provision of emergency
contraceptives to sexual assault victins and that the
religiously affiliated health care facility or hospita
provi di ng energency services in conpliance with this section has
tested the victimand found the victimto neet the definition of
bei ng pregnant as defined under 18 Pa.C. S. 8§ 3203 (relating to
definitions).

(d) Rules and regulations.--Not later than two years after
the effective date of this act, the departnment shall pronul gate

rul es and regul ati ons as may be necessary to carry out the

20070H1575B2004 - 3 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

provi sions of this section.

(e) Definitions.--As used in this section, the follow ng
wor ds and phrases shall have the neanings given to themin this
subsecti on:

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Health of the Conmonwealt h.

"Emergency contraception.”™ Any drug or device approved by
t he Food and Drug Admi nistration that is used after intercourse
to inhibit or prevent ovulation, fertilization or the
inplantation of a fertilized ovumw thin the uterus.

"Emergency services." Medical exam nations, forensic
exam nations, procedures and services provided by a hospital or
health care facility to a sexual assault victim

"Rape crisis center.” An organization that has contracted
with a Statew de nonprofit organization identified by the
Departnment of Public Welfare as the prine grantee that arranges
for the provision of services to sexual assault and rape victins
and has a primary purpose or mssion to provide services to
victinms of sexual assault.

"Rape crisis counselor.” A person who is engaged or enpl oyed
by an office or center contracted with a Statew de nonprofit
organi zation identified by the Departnment of Public Wl fare as
the prime grantee that arranges for the provision of services to
sexual assault and rape victins and which has as a prinmary
pur pose or mission to provide services to victinms of sexual
assaul t.

"Sexual assault."” Any offense specified in 18 Pa.C.S. Ch. 31
Subch. B (relating to definition of offenses).

"Sexual assault victinl or "victim" A person who has been
sexual |y assaulted and presents or is transported to a health

care professional, hospital or other health care facility.

20070H1575B2004 - 4 -



1 Section 2. Ef fecti ve date.

2 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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