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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1539 %55

| NTRODUCED BY JAMES, BLACKWELL, STABACK, LEACH, CURRY, FABRI ZI Q
HENNESSEY, JOSEPHS, KI RKLAND, MAHONEY, STURLA AND THOVAS,
JUNE 18, 2007

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, JUNE 18, 2007
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AN ACT

Requiring the Attorney Ceneral to collect data on traffic stops;
and maki ng an appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Traffic Stops
Statistics Study Act.

Section 2. Attorney General to collect data.

The Attorney Ceneral shall conduct a study of stops for
routine traffic violations by |aw enforcenent officers in this
Commonweal th. The study shall include collection and anal ysis of
appropriate data and shall consider the follow ng factors:

(1) The nunber of individuals stopped for routine
traffic violations.

(2) Identifying characteristics of the individual
stopped, including the race or ethnicity as well as the

approxi mat e age of that i ndividual.
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(3) The traffic infraction alleged to have been
commtted that led to the stop

(4) \Wether a search was instituted as a result of the
st op.

(5) The manner in which the search was instituted.

(6) The rationale for the search

(7) \Wether any contraband was di scovered in the course
of the search

(8) The nature of such contraband.

(9) Wether any warning or citation was issued as a
result of the stop.

(10) Wiether an arrest was nmade as a result of either
the stop or the search

(11) The benefit of traffic stops with regard to the
interdiction of drugs and the proceeds of drug trafficking,
i ncludi ng the approxi mate quantity of drugs and val ue of drug
proceeds seized on an annual basis as a result of routine
traffic stops.

(12) Oher factors as deened appropriate by the Attorney

CGener al .

Section 3. Scope of study.

In conducting the study required under section 2, the

Attorney Ceneral shall collect and anal yze data from

(1) Acity of the first class.
(2) Acity of the second cl ass.
(3) Two cities of the third class with a population in
excess of 100,000 based on the 1990 Federal decennial census.
(4) Acity of the third class with a popul ati on of not
| ess than 50,000 and not nore than 52,000 based on the 1990

Federal decenni al census.
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(5 Acity of the third class with a popul ati on of not
| ess than 52,000 and not nore than 53,000 based on the 1990
Federal decenni al census.

(6) Five nmunicipalities designated by the Attorney
General which shall represent the various geographic regions
of this Commonweal th and which shall be in | ess densely
popul ated areas of this Commonweal t h.

(7) The Pennsylvania State Poli ce.

Section 4. Limtation on use of data.

Dat a acquired under this act shall be used only for research
or statistical purposes and may not contain any information that
may reveal the identity of any individual who is stopped or any
| aw enforcenent officer. Data acquired under this act shall not
be used in any legal or adm nistrative proceeding to establish
an inference of discrimnation on the basis of particul ar
identifying characteristics.

Section 5. Report to General Assenbly.

Not |ater than one year after the date of this act, the
Attorney Ceneral shall report the results of the study conducted
under this act to the General Assenbly.

Section 6. Appropriation.

The sum of $600, 000, or as nuch thereof as nay be necessary,
is hereby appropriated to the Ofice of Attorney General to
carry out the study provided for in this act.

Section 7. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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