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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1527 %5

| NTRODUCED BY ELLI'S, BASTI AN, BENNI NGHOFF, BEYER, BOYD, BRENNAN
BUXTON, CI VERA, COSTA, DALLY, DeLUCA, J. EVANS, EVERETT,
GERGELY, HARHAI, HARHART, HARRIS, HERSHEY, M KELLER
KILLI ON, LONG ETTI, MANN, MARSI CO, MENSCH, M LLARD, MOUL,
NAI LOR, PYLE, QUI GLEY, REICHLEY, SAI NATO, SAMUELSON, SANTONI
SCHRCDER, SEI P, SI PTROTH, SOLOBAY, SONNEY, R STEVENSON,
THOMAS, VEREB, VULAKOVI CH, YOUNGBLOOD, PALLONE, KORTZ AND
G NGRI CH, JUNE 18, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, JUNE 18, 2007
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AN ACT
Amending Title 53 (Municipalities Generally) of the Pennsylvani a
Consol idated Statutes, providing for the regul ati on of
political activity by police officers.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Chapter 21 of Title 53 is anmended by adding a

subchapter to read:

SUBCHAPTER F

POLI TI CAL ACTIM TY

Sec.

2191. Definitions.

2192. Political activity.

2193. Di sci pline or renoval .

2194. Applicability.

§ 2191. Definitions.
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The foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this subchapter

shal|l have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates ot herw se:

"Police officer." A full-tine or part-ti ne enpl oyee of a

city, borough, town, township or county police departnent

assigned to crimnal or traffic | aw enforcenent duties and

certified under Subchapter D (relating to nunicipal police

educati on and trai ni ng).

8§ 2192. Political activity.

(a) Canpaigning.--A police officer may not engage or

participate in the conduct of any political or el ection canpai gn

while the police officer is on duty or in uniform

(b)Y Inconpatible offices.--

(1) A police officer may not hold an el ective office of

the nunicipality that enpl oys the police officer.

(2) A police officer who is enpl oyed by a regi onal

departnent, council of governnent or other cooperative

venture may not hold an el ective office of any nunicipality

that participates in the regi onal departnent, council of

governnment or ot her cooperative venture.

8§ 2193. Di sci pli ne or renoval

(a) Civil service enployees.--A police officer who i s

subject to the civil service provisions of any statute, hone

rule charter, optional plan, optional charter or nunici pal

ordi nance shall be subject to disciplinary action or renoved for

a violation of section 2192 (relating to political activity) in

accordance with the civil service procedures of the applicable

statute, honme rule charter, optional plan, optional charter or

muni ci pal ordi nance.

(b)Y Noncivil service enpl oyees. - -
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(1) A police officer who i s not subject to subsecti on

(a) shall be subject to disciplinary action or renoval for a

viol ati on of section 2192 in accordance with a disciplinary

and renoval procedure prescribed by the governi ng body of the

muni ci pality that enpl oys the police officer.

(2) A police officer who i s not subject to subsecti on

(a) and is enpl oyed by a regi onal departnent, council of

gover nnent or other cooperative venture shall be subject to

di sciplinary action or renpoval for a violation of section

2192 in accordance with a disciplinary and renpval procedure

prescri bed by the governi ng body of the reqi onal departnent,

council of governnent or other cooperative venture that

enpl oys the police officer.

(3) CGoverning bodies shall prescribe procedures under

this subsection within 90 days of the effective date of this

secti on.

8§ 2194. Applicability.

Any provision of an ordi nance, hone rule charter, optiona

pl an or optional charter in effect on the effective date of this

section is abrogated insofar as it is inconsistent with this

subchapt er

Section 2. Repeals are as follows:
(1) The General Assenbly declares that the repeals under
par agraph (2) are necessary to effectuate the addition of 53
Pa.C.S. Ch. 21 Subch. F.
(2) The followi ng acts and parts of acts are repeal ed:
(i) Section 644(6) of the act of June 24, 1931
(P.L.1206, No.331), known as The First C ass Township
Code.
(i1i) Section 20(6) of the act of 1941 (P.L. 84,
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No. 45), entitled "An act providing for and regul ating the
appoi ntment, pronotion and reduction in rank, suspension
and renoval of paid nmenbers of the police force in

bor oughs, incorporated towns and townshi ps of the first
class maintaining a police force of not I ess than three
menbers; creating a civil service comr ssion in each

bor ough, incorporated town and township of the first

cl ass; defining the duties of such civil service

conmmi ssion; inmposing certain duties and expense on

bor oughs, incorporated towns and townshi ps of the first

cl ass; inposing penalties, and repealing inconsistent

l aws. "

(i) Section 1190(6) of the act of February 1, 1966
(1965 P.L.1656, No.581), known as The Borough Code.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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