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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 15006 %5

| NTRODUCED BY DePASQUALE, BLACKWELL, BRENNAN, CALTAG RONE
CARRCLL, CONKLI'N, CUTLER, DeLUCA, DeWEESE, DONATUCCI
FABRI ZI O, FREEMAN, HORNANMAN, KESSLER, KI RKLAND, KORTZ,
LEVDANSKY, Ml LVAINE SM TH, MELI O MENSCH, MOUL, MJRT, QUI NN
READSHAW REI CHLEY, SCAVELLO, SHAPI RO, SI PTROTH, THOVAS,
WATSON AND YOUNGBLOOD, JUNE 7, 2007

REFERRED TO COVM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON, JUNE 7, 2007
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvani a Consoli dated
Statutes, prohibiting the operation of notor vehicles while
using el ectronic wreless comuni cati ons devi ces.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 75 of the Pennsyl vani a Consol i dat ed

Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8§ 3316. Prohi biting use of electronic wireless comuni cati ons

devi ces.

(a) Prohibition.--Except as otherwi se provided in this

section, no person shall operate a notor vehicle upon a public

hi ghway and use an el ectronic wirel ess connmuni cati ons device to

send, read or wite a text nmessage while the vehicle is in

(b)Y Presunption.--An operator of a notor vehicle who uses an

el ectronic wirel ess conmuni cati ons device within the operator's
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line of sight and armis reach while the vehicle is in notion is

presuned to be using the el ectronic wireless conmuni cati ons

device within the neaning of this section. The presunption

establi shed by this subsection is rebuttabl e by evidence tending

to show that the operator was not using the electronic wirel ess

conmmuni cati ons devi ce.

(c) Seizure.--The provisions of this section shall not be

construed as authorizing the seizure or forfeiture of an

el ectronic wirel ess conmuni cati ons devi ce unl ess ot herw se

provi ded by | aw.

(d) Applicability.--This section shall not apply to:

(1) the use of an electronic wirel ess conmuni cati ons

device for the sole purpose of communi cating with any of the

foll owi ng regardi ng an energency situation: an energency

response operator; a hospital, physician's office or health

clinic; an anbul ance conpany or corps; a fire departnent,

district or conpany; or a police departnent; or

(2) any of the follow ng persons while in the

performance of their official duties: a police officer or

peace officer; or a nenber of a fire departnent, district or

conpany.

(e) Penalty.--A violation of subsection (a) shall be a

traffic infraction and shall be puni shable by a fine of not nore

t han $100.

(f) Definitions.--As used in this section, the foll ow ng

wor ds and phrases shall have the neani ngs given to themin this

subsecti on:

"El ectronic wireless conmuni cati ons device." An electronic

device that permts the user thereof to transnit a conmuni cati on

of witten text by neans other than through an oral transfer or
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1 wre conmunication as those terns are defined under 18 Pa.C. S. 8§
2 5702 (relating to definitions). The termdoes not include a

3 voice-activated global positioning or navigation systemthat is
4 permanently affixed to a notor vehicle.

5 "Use," "uses" or "using." The act of nmanually witing,

6 reading or transmtting by touching a button, key or meking a

7 mark with an inplenment on a screen of an electronic wireless

8 comunications device for the sole purpose of nmaking a

9 comunication of a text nessage on or through the el ectronic
10 wreless comunications device. The termdoes not include such
11 act for the sole purpose of entering a nunber or a nane on_an
12 electronic wireless conmunications device in order to nmake an
13 oral comuni cati on.
14 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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