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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1353 %5

| NTRODUCED BY ROCK, ARGALL, BARRAR, BEAR, BELFANTI, BENN NGHOFF,
CALTAG RONE, CI VERA, CLYMER, COX, CRElI GHTON, CUTLER,
DENLI NGER, FLECK, FREEMAN, GCEI ST, CGEORGE, G BBONS, HESS,
HORNAVAN, HUTCHI NSON, KILLI ON, KORTZ, METCALFE, PICKETT,
RAPP, ROAE, ROHRER, STERN, TRUE, VEREB AND YOUNGBLOOD
MAY 24, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, NAY 24, 2007
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” further providing for courses of
study; and making an editorial change.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1605(a) of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949,
anended Septenber 20, 1961 (P.L.1530, No.650), is anended to
read:

Section 1605. Courses of Study.--(a) (1) In all public,
private or parochial schools, there shall be integrated in the
soci al studies curriculumcourses of study as provided in this
act. It shall be the duty of the superintendent having

supervi sion over any high school to prepare, and recomend to

t he board of school directors maintaining the sanme, suitable
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courses of study, which shall be adopted by said board of school
directors, with such changes as they may deem w se, subject to
the provisions of this act.

(2) During grades ki ndergarten through twelve inclusive, the

curriculumshall include the teaching and study of the

Constitution of the United States, the Bill of Rights, the

Constitution of Pennsyl vania, the Decl arati on of | ndependence,

the Federalist Papers, Abraham Lincoln's Gettysburg Address, the

Emanci pati on Procl amati on and George Washi nqgton's Far ewel |

Addr ess; and these docunments shall constitute required readi ng

begi nning in grade five.

(3) During grades seven through twelve inclusive, there
shall be included at |east four senesters or equivalent study in
the history and governnment of that portion of America which has
become the United States of Anmerica, and of the Commonweal th of
Pennsyl vani a, of such nature, kind or quality, as to have for
its purpose the devel oping, teaching and presentation of the
principles and ideals of the American republican representative
form of governnment, as portrayed and experienced by the acts and
policies of the framers of the Declaration of |Independence and
framers of the Constitution of the United States and the Bill of
Ri ghts.

(4) The study of the history of the United States, including
the study of the Constitution of the United States and the study
of the history and Constitution of this Commonweal th, shall also
be such as will enphasize the good, worthwhile and best features
and points of the social, econom c and cultural devel opnent, the
growh of the American famly life, high standard of |iving of
the United States citizen, the privileges enjoyed by such

citizens, their heritage and its derivations of and in our
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princi pl es of governnent.

(5) Such instruction shall have for its purpose also the
instilling into every boy and girl who conmes out of our public,
private and parochial schools their solemm duty and obligation
to exercise intelligently their voting privilege and to
under stand t he advant ages of the American republican form of
government as conpared with various other forns of governnent.

(6) Such instruction shall continue in courses in the State
Coll eges to an extent to be determ ned by the [Superintendent of

Public Instruction] Secretary of Education.

* * %

Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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