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AN ACT

Preventing equi ne slaughter; conferring powers and duties upon
t he Departnent of Agriculture; and providing for penalties.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the Equi ne
Sl aughter Prevention Act.
Section 2. Legislative findings and purpose.

Equi nes have served humans in a variety of ways throughout
hi story as a viable source of pleasure, transportation and
| abor. Unlike other |ivestock, equines are not raised in the
United States for the purpose of human consunption. The purpose
of this act is to prevent equine sl aughter.
Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
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context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnent.” The Departnent of Agriculture of the
Commonweal t h.

"Equine."” Belonging to the Equidae fam |y that includes
horses, asses, mules, ponies and zebras.

"Equine flesh.” The flesh of a dead equine, including the
animal 's viscera, skin, hair, hooves and bones.

"Human consunption.” The ingestion of a product by people as
a source of food.

"Slaughter.”™ The killing and processing of an equine for
human consunpti on.

"Transport.” The noving of an equine fromone place to
anot her in a conveyance or other vehicle.
Section 4. Prohibitions.

The foll ow ng are prohibited:

(1) The shipping, transport, delivery or donation of an
equi ne for the purpose of slaughter.

(2) The shipping, transport, delivery or donation of an
equi ne for the purpose of sale to a person who intends to
profit from slaughter of the equine.

(3) The sale, offer to sell, barter, purchase or
exhi bition of an equine for slaughter.

(4) The donation or possession of equine flesh for the
pur pose of sale or human consunpti on.

(5) The addition of equine flesh to any neat or neat
product that is sold for human consunpti on.

Section 5. Penalties.
Any person that violates a provision of this act commts a
m sdeneanor of the third degree. Each violation shall constitute

a separate of fense.
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Section 6. Enforcenent.

The departnent shall enforce this act. The departnent nmay
i ssue rules and regul ati ons as deened necessary to carry out the
provi sions of this act.

Secti on 20. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect in 30 days.
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