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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1302 %55

| NTRODUCED BY BAKER, FAI RCHI LD, ARGALL, HENNESSEY, ADOLPH,
BASTI AN, BELFANTI, BENN NGHOFF, BOYD, CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI,
CASORI O, CAUSER, CREI GHTON, CUTLER, DeLUCA, EVERETT,
FABRI ZI O, FLECK, GEI ST, GEORGE, G BBONS, G LLESPIE, G NGRI CH,
HARRI S, HERSHEY, HESS, HORNAMAN, HUTCHI NSON, M KELLER
KILLI ON, KING KORTZ, KOTlK, KULA, MAJOR, MARSHALL, MARSI CO
Mol LHATTAN, M COZZIE, M LNE, MOYER, MJRT, MYERS, NAI LOR,
PAYNE, PElI FER, PETRONE, PHI LLIPS, PICKETT, PYLE, QU NN, RAPP
RAYMOND, READSHAW REED, RElI CHLEY, RUBLEY, SAYLOR, SCAVELLQO
SCHRCDER, K. SM TH, SOLOBAY, SONNEY, STABACK, R. STEVENSOQON,
TRUE, VULAKOVI CH, WALKO, WANSACZ AND J. VH TE, MNAY 18, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON FI NANCE, MAY 18, 2007

AN ACT
1 Anending the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), entitled "An
2 act relating to tax reformand State taxation by codifying
3 and enunerating certain subjects of taxation and inposing
4 t axes thereon; providing procedures for the paynent,
5 col l ection, adm nistration and enforcenent thereof; providing
6 for tax credits in certain cases; conferring powers and
7 i mposi ng duties upon the Departnent of Revenue, certain
8 enpl oyers, fiduciaries, individuals, persons, corporations
9 and other entities; prescribing crinmes, offenses and
10 penalties,” authorizing a tax credit for a nmenber of a
11 vol unt eer energency service organi zati on who purchases fire
12 equi pnent wi th personal incone.
13 The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:
14 (1) It is estimated that nore than 90% of Pennsyl vani a's
15 ener gency services organi zations are vol unteer organi zati ons.
16 (2) Vol unteer energency service organi zations are
17 estimated to save Pennsylvani a taxpayers as much as

18 $6, 000, 000 per year.
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(3) The ranks of Pennsylvani a emergency response
associ ations have declined by nore than half over the past 20
years, froman estinmated 152,000 volunteer firefighters in
1985 to 70,000 or fewer today.

(4) The potential public safety crisis that |oons as a
result of the continuing decline and shortage of active
vol unt eer energency responders necessitates the
Commonweal th's active involvenent, in partnership with our
| ocal comunities, in providing volunteer enmergency responder
retention incentives.

(5 An inconme tax credit for active vol unteer emnergency
responders that purchase their own fire equi pment woul d
provide a snmall financial token of appreciation for the
i nval uabl e service these dedi cated nmen and wonen provi de.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), known as
t he Tax Reform Code of 1971, is anended by adding an article to
read:

ARTICLE XVIII-C

VOLUNTEER EMERGENCY RESPONDER EQUI PIVENT

TAX CREDI T

Section 1801-C. Short title.

This article shall be known and nay be cited as the Vol unt eer

Ener gency Responder Equi pnent Tax Credit Law.

Secti on 1802-C. Definitions.

The foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this article

shal|l have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates ot herw se:

"Ener gency service organi zation." A nonprofit chartered fire
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1 conpany, volunteer anbul ance service or volunteer rescue squad
2 located in this Commonweal th.

3 "Equi pnent . " Accept abl e equi pnent i ncludes, but is not

4 |limted to, helnets, jackets, protection gear, boots, fire

5 suits, etc.

6 Section 1803-C.  Tax credit.

7 Vol unt eer _energency responders who purchase equi pnent with

8 their personal incone may claima tax credit of up to $500 from
9 tax inposed under Article Ill (relating to personal incone tax).
10 If the energency responder's total State incone tax liability is
11 less than $500, the credit shall equal the renmining tax
12 liability.
13 Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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