PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 1512 PRINTER S NO. 3196

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1227 %5

| NTRODUCED BY FLECK, M|l LHATTAN, BEAR, BELFANTI, BENN NGTON,

Bl ANCUCCI , BOBACK, BOYD, BROOKS, CAPPELLI, CAUSER, CLYMER,
COSTA, CREI GHTON, CUTLER, DENLI NGER, DeWEESE, ELLIS, EVERETT,
FAI RCH LD, GEI ST, GEORGE, GERCGELY, G BBONS, GODSHALL
GOCDVAN, GRELL, HARRI'S, HELM HENNESSEY, HESS, HUTCH NSON
KAUFFMAN, M KELLER, KESSLER, KING KORTZ, MACKERETH, MAHER
MAJOR, MENSCH, M LLARD, M LNE, MOYER, MJNDY, MJRT, MJSTI O,

NI CKOL, O NEILL, PEIFER, PETRARCA, PETRI, PHI LLIPS, PICKETT,
PYLE, QUI GLEY, QUI NN, RAPP, REICHLEY, ROEBUCK, ROSS, SAYLOR,
SCAVELLO, Ml LVAINE SM TH, SONNEY, STAI RS, STERN

R STEVENSQON, SURRA, J. TAYLOR, VULAKOVI CH WAGNER, YUDI CHAK
REED, G NGRI CH, MAHONEY, FREEMAN, PASHI NSKI, SI PTROTH,
FABRI ZI O, BEYER, SHI MKUS AND HARHART, MAY 4, 2007

AS

REPORTED FROM COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, FEBRUARY 6, 2008

O (o0} ~ » (3] B~ WN -
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AN ACT

Est abl i shing the Sci ence Technol ogy Partnershi p Program

ESTABLI SH NG THE SCI ENCE EDUCATI ON | NNOVATI ON GRANTS PROGRAM

and providing for State grants.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Science

Technol ogy Partnership Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:
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"Departnment.” The Departnent of Education of the
Commonweal t h.

"Hi gher education institution.” Any public or private two-
year or four-year or higher postsecondary institution in this
Commonweal th that has been accredited at the college | evel by an
accrediting agency recogni zed by the Federal Secretary of
Educati on.

"Nonpublic school."™ A nonpublic kindergarten, elenmentary
school or secondary school at which the conpul sory attendance
requi renents of the Conmonweal th nmay be net and which neets the
applicable requirenments of Title VI of the Gvil Rights Act of
1964 (Public Law 88-352, 78 Stat. 241).

"Partnership.” A science technol ogy partnership established
under section 4.

"Program ™ The Sci ence Technol ogy Partnership Program
establ i shed in section 3.

"Public school."” Any school owned or operated by a public
school district established under the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949,

i ncl udi ng any school established pursuant to Article XVII-A of
t he Public School Code of 1949.

" SCl ENCE TECHNOLOGY EDUCATI ONAL ORGANI ZATI ONS. " A NONPROFI T <—
CORPORATI ON AS DEFI NED I N SECTI ON 510(3) OF THE | NTERNAL REVENUE
CODE OF 1986 (PUBLIC LAW99-514, 26 U.S.C. 8§ 1 ET SEQ ) THAT
PROVI DES SCI ENCE, ENVI RONMENTAL SClI ENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
I NSTRUCTI ON TO PUBLI C SCHOOLS, NONPUBLI C SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL
DI STRICTS IN TH S COMVONWEALTH

"Scientific or technical equipnment.” Technical or electronic
equi pnent used in teaching science courses, including |aboratory

equi pnent. The equi prent nmay include equi pnent that is not
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routinely used in the teaching of science but that is comonly
used in the workplace and the fields of health, environnment,
scientific research, biology, chem stry, geology or other earth
sci ences, physics or any other scientific field.

"Secretary."” The Secretary of Education of the Comonweal th.
Section 3. Science Technol ogy Partnership Program

(a) Establishnent.--The Sci ence Technol ogy Partnership
Programis hereby established. The purpose of the program shal
be to i nprove science education in public schools and, school <—
di stricts and nonpublic schools that are nmenbers of science
t echnol ogy partnershi ps by:

(1) WMaking scientific or technical equi prment avail abl e
to students.

(2) Augnenting the science curricul um

(3) Providing additional professional devel opnment
opportunities to educators in the sciences.

(b) Adm nistration.--The departnment shall adm nister a grant
programthat awards grants to qualified higher education
institutions that are nenbers of the partnerships.

(c) Criteria for funding.--To inplenent the program the
departnment shall request proposals from hi gher education
institutions that are nenbers of partnerships and may award
grants to such institutions that neet all of the follow ng
criteria:

(1) Have established a partnership as defined in section

4 and provided a copy of the partnership agreenent to the

depart nment.

(2) Denonstrate how the partnership will nake science
t echnol ogy equi pnrent avail able to students enrolled in public

and nonpublic schools that are partnership nenbers.

20070H1227B3196 - 3 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

(3) Denonstrate how the partnership will augnent the
science curriculum of public and nonpublic schools that are
partnershi p nmenbers.

(4) Denonstrate how the partnership will provide
addi ti onal professional devel opnment opportunities to
educat ors enpl oyed by public and nonpublic schools that are
partnershi p nmenbers.

(5) Have adopted a proposed budget describing the
scientific and technical equi pnent that will be purchased or
| eased with grant funds.

(d) Gant awards.--The departnment shall award grants in
amounts not to exceed $200, 000 per subject area, including
chem stry, biology, physics, earth and space, for each qualified
appl i cant hi gher education institution. Gants shall be used for
t he purchase or | ease of scientific or technical equipnent and
for the devel opnent of programs of instruction for nmenbers of a
part nershi p.

Section 4. Science technol ogy partnershi ps.

(a) Establishnent.--A higher education institution may form
a partnership with three or nore public and nonpublic schools or
school districts.

(b) Partnership agreenent.--The higher education institution
and the public schools, nonpublic schools or school districts
shall enter into a witten agreenent defining the
responsi bilities of the partnership nenbers. The agreenent shal
include all of the follow ng:

(1) The responsibilities of the higher education
institution in providing services to each partnershi p nmenber.

(2) The responsibilities of the public schools,

nonpubl i c schools or school districts in coordinating with
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t he hi gher education institution.

(3) A description of the scientific or technical
equi pnent that shall be provided to each partnership nenber.

(4) A description of the program of instruction that
will be provided to each partnership nenber by the higher
education institution.

(5) The courses of science instruction and grade |evels
that will be augnmented by scientific or technical equipnent
t hrough the partnership and how scientific or technical
equi pnent will be used to augnment such courses of
instruction.

(6) The manner in which access to scientific or

techni cal equi pnent will be provided to students and
t eachers.
(7) The professional devel opnent activities that will be

provi ded to science teachers enpl oyed by partnership nenbers.

(c) Forward to departnent.--To be eligible to participate in
the program a partnership nmust forward a certified copy of its
partnership agreenent to the departnent.

Section 5. Powers and duties of departnent.

The departnent shall promulgate rules, regulations and
procedures necessary to inplenent the program
Section 6. Annual report.

The secretary shall annually submit a report on the program
to the Governor, the chairman and minority chairman of the
Education Cormittee of the Senate and the chairman and mnority
chairman of the Education Committee of the House of
Representatives. The report shall include all of the follow ng
i nformati on:

(1) A description of the types of the partnerships
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creat ed.

(2) The nunber of higher education institutions, public
school s, nonpublic schools and puble school districts <—
participating in the programas nmenbers of the partnerships.

(3) The nunber of public and nonpublic school students
participating in the program

(4) The dollar amount of grants awarded to each hi gher
education institution and a summary of the institution's
expenditures on services related to the partnership.

(5) An assessnent of the educational inpact of the
programon the scientific knowl edge of students participating
in the program

SECTI ON 7. SCI ENCE EDUCATI ON | NNOVATI ON GRANTS PROGRAM <—

(A) ESTABLI SHVENT. - - THE SCI ENCE EDUCATI ON | NNOVATI ON GRANTS
PROGRAM | S HEREBY ESTABLI SHED. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ADM NI STER
THE SCI ENCE EDUCATI ON | NNOVATI ON GRANTS PROGRAM

(B) GRANT RECI PI ENTS. - - SCI ENCE EDUCATI ON | NNOVATI ON GRANTS
SHALL BE AWARDED BY THE DEPARTMENT TO SCHOCL DI STRICTS, H GHER
EDUCATI ON | NSTI TUTI ONS AND SCI ENCE TECHNOLOGY EDUCATI ONAL
ORGANI ZATI ONS THAT PROVI DE | NNOVATI VE SCI ENCE, ENVI RONMENTAL
SCI ENCE AND TECHNOLOGY PROGRAMS W TH HANDS- ON, | NQUI RY- BASED
LEARNI NG FOR STUDENTS | N PUBLI C SCHOOLS, SCHOOL DI STRI CTS AND
NONPUBLI C SCHOOLS. NO MORE THAN 10% OF THE TOTAL GRANT FUNDI NG
AWARDED I N ANY ONE SCHOOL YEAR MAY BE AWARDED TO A SCHOOL
DI STRI CT, H GHER EDUCATI ON | NSTI TUTI ON OR SCI ENCE TECHNOLOGY
EDUCATI ONAL ORGANI ZATI ON.

(C) CONTENTS OF APPLI CATION.--IN I TS APPLI CATION TO THE
DEPARTMENT FOR GRANT FUNDI NG AN ELI G BLE GRANT RECI Pl ENT UNDER
THI S SECTI ON SHALL | NCLUDE:

(1) THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS, SCHOCL DI STRI CTS AND NONPUBLI C
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SCHOCOLS WHERE THE PROGRAM COF | NSTRUCTI ON W LL BE PROVI DED.
(2) A DESCRIPTION OF THE PROGRAM COF | NSTRUCTI ON AND
GRADE LEVELS OF STUDENTS THAT W LL BE PROVI DED | NSTRUCTI ON.
(3) A DESCRIPTION OF ANY SCI ENTI FI C OR TECHNI CAL
EQUI PMENT THAT WLL BE USED TO AUGVENT | NSTRUCTI ON.
(4) | F APPLI CABLE, THE MANNER I N WHI CH ACCESS TO
SCI ENTI FI C OR TECHNI CAL EQUI PMENT W LL BE PROVI DED TO
STUDENTS AND TEACHERS.
(5) | F APPLI CABLE, THE PROFESSI ONAL DEVELOPMENT

ACTI VI TIES THAT WLL BE PROVI DED TO SCI ENCE TEACHERS.

(6) THE QUALI TATI VE AND QUANTI TATI VE ASSESSMVENT MEASURES

THAT WLL BE USED TO DETERM NE WHETHER THE PROGRAM HAS

| MPROVED THE ACADEM C PERFORMANCE OF STUDENTS RECEI VI NG THE

PROGRAM OF | NSTRUCTI ON.

(D) | NFORVATI ON. - - THE DEPARTMENT SHALL DI SSEM NATE TO ALL
PUBLI C SCHOOLS, SCHOOL DI STRI CTS AND NONPUBLI C SCHOOLS
I NFORVATI ON ABOUT THE | NNOVATI VE SCI ENCE, ENVI RONMENTAL SCl ENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY PROGRAMS AWARDED GRANTS UNDER THI S SECTI ON SO
THAT THESE PROGRAMS MAY BE REPLI CATED BY PUBLI C SCHOOLS, SCHOOL
DI STRI CTS AND NONPUBLI C SCHOQLS.

(E) ANNUAL REPOCRT. - - THE SECRETARY SHALL ANNUALLY SUBM T A
REPORT ON THE SCI ENCE EDUCATI ON | NNOVATI ON GRANTS PROGRAM TO THE
GOVERNOR, THE CHAI RVAN AND M NORI TY CHAI RVAN OF THE EDUCATI ON
COW TTEE OF THE SENATE AND THE CHAI RVAN AND M NORI TY CHAI RVAN
OF THE EDUCATI ON COW TTEE OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES. THE
REPORT SHALL | NCLUDE ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG | NFORMATI ON:

(1) THE NUMBER, NAMES AND AMOUNTS OF GRANTS AWARDED TO

PUBLI C SCHOOLS, NONPUBLI C SCHOOLS AND PUBLI C SCHOCL

DI STRI CTS, H GHER EDUCATI ON | NSTI TUTI ONS AND SCI ENCE

TECHNOLOGY EDUCATI ONAL ORGANI ZATI ONS RECEI VI NG GRANTS.
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(2) THE NUMBER OF PUBLI C AND NONPUBLI C SCHOOL STUDENTS
PARTI Cl PATI NG | N THE PROGRAM

(3) FOR EACH GRANT RECI PI ENT, A SUMVMARY DESCRI PTI ON OF
I TS I NNOVATI VE SCI ENCE EDUCATI ON PROGRAM AND ANY QUALI TATI VE

1
2
3
4
5 OR QUANTI TATI VE ACADEM C RESULTS DUE TO THE PROGRAM
6 (4) AN ASSESSMENT OF THE | MPACT OF THE GRANTS ON THE
7 SCI ENTI FI C KNOALEDGE OF STUDENTS PARTI Cl PATI NG | N THE

8 PROGRAM

9 Section # 8. Effective date.

10 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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