PRINTER S N0 1456

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1176°%"

| NTRODUCED BY LEACH, BARRAR, BELFANTI, BENN NGITON, CALTAG RONE
COHEN, CONKLI'N, CURRY, DePASQUALE, FABRIZI O FRANKEL,
FREEMAN, GEORGE, GERGELY, G BBONS, GOODVAN, HARHAI ,
HENNESSEY, JOSEPHS, W KELLER, KING LENTZ, LONG ETTI,
MANDERI NO, MANN, McGEEHAN, MclI LVAINE SMTH, M O BRI EN
PAYTON, PETRONE, READSHAW ROSS, RUBLEY, SABATI NA, SCAVELLO
SOLOBAY, STURLA, SURRA, TANGRETTI, WALKO, WANSACZ, YOUNGBLOCD
AND HORNAVAN, MAY 1, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON FI NANCE, MAY 1, 2007
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 27 (Environnental Resources) of the Pennsyl vania
Consol idated Statutes, providing for use of the G ow ng
Greener Bond Fund to support the installation of residential
sol ar energy systens and rel ated educati on; and establi shing
t he Residential Solar Power Assistance and Education Fund.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 6116(c)(1) of Title 27 of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes is anended to read:
8§ 6116. Establishnment of bond fund and all ocation and use of
bond proceeds.
* * %
(c) Allocation and use of funds.--Mneys in the bond fund
shal | be allocated and used as foll ows:

(1) The anpunt of $230, 000,000 to the Departnent of

Environnental Protection for its existing prograns for



1 wat er shed protection, mne and acid m ne drai nage

2 remedi ati on, pluggi ng of abandoned oil and gas wells,

3 advanced energy projects as authorized in subparagraph (i),
4 residential solar energy assistance and education as

5 aut hori zed in subparagraph (iii), flood protection,

6 geol ogi cal hazards and brownfiel ds renedi ati on. At | east

7 $60, 000, 000 shall be used for acid m ne drai nage abatenent

8 and mne cleanup efforts. The Departnent of Environnental

9 Protection is authorized to nake portions of these noneys
10 avai l able to the foll ow ng Conmonweal t h agenci es and

11 authorities for the purposes designat ed:

12 (i) up to $10, 000,000 annually to the Energy

13 Devel opnent Authority for advanced energy projects; [and]
14 (ii) up to $5,000,000 annually to the Departnent of
15 Community and Econom c Devel opnent for brownfiel ds

16 remedi ation[.]; and

17 (iii) up to $11,000,000 to the Residential Solar

18 Power Assi stance_and Educati on Fund for purposes of

19 Chapter 64 (relating to residential solar energy
20 assi stance and education).
21 * x *
22 Section 2. Title 27 is anended by adding a chapter to read:
23 CHAPTER 64
24 RESI DENTI AL SOLAR ENERGY ASS| STANCE AND EDUCATI ON
25 Sec.
26 6401. Scope.
27 6402. lLegislative intent.
28 6403. Definitions.
29 6404. Departnent powers and duties.

30 6405. Fund.
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6406. Resi denti al sol ar energy system

§ 6401. Scope.

This chapter relates to residential solar enerqy assi stance

and educati on.

8 6402. Legi sl ati ve i ntent.

It is the intent of the General Assenbly to encourage

Pennsyl vani a honeowners to utilize solar enerqy to power

heati ng, cooling, hot water and el ectrical systens in their

honmes through partially subsidizing install ation costs for sol ar

enerqy systens. In furtherance of this objective, the

Commpnweal th nmust devel op public educati on prograns to i nform

homeowners of the uses and benefits of sol ar power.

8§ 6403. Definitions.

The foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this chapter

shal|l have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates ot herw se:

"Departnent."” The Departnent of Environnental Protection of

t he Conmmonweal t h.

"Fund." The Residential Sol ar Power Assi stance and Educati on

Fund established in section 6405 (relating to fund).

"Resi dence." The owner's prinmary residence.

"Resi dential solar energy system" An arrangenment or

conbi nati on of conponents installed in a residence that utilizes

solar radi ati on to produce enerqy desi gned to provi de heati ng,

cooling, hot water and/or electricity. The arrangenment or

conponents shall not include equi pnent that is part of a

nonsol ar energy system or whi ch uses any sort of recreational

facility or equi pnent as a storage nedi um

"Solar energy." A renewable or alternative energy system

that converts sunlight directly i nto enerqgy.
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8 6404. Depart nent powers and duti es.

The departnment has the foll owi ng powers and duti es:

(1) To administer this chapter

(2) To administer the fund under section 6405 (rel ati ng

(3) To pronulgate requl ations to i nplenent this chapter

within 18 nonths of the effective date of this section and

establi sh m ni mum standards that nust be net in addition to

the required Federal standards.

§ 6405. Fund.

(a) Establishnent.--The Residential Sol ar Power Assi stance

and Education Fund is established as a separate fund in the

State Treasury.

(b) Purpose.--The departnent shall use the fund to subsidi ze

the install ation of residential solar energy systens.

8 6406. Resi denti al sol ar energy system

(a) GCeneral rule.--An owner of a residence that installs a

sol ar energy systemnmay be entitled to a rei nbursenent as

provi ded under this section. The funds shall be allocated on a

first-come, first-served basis until the funds are depl et ed.

(b)Y Limtation.--Reinbursenent shall be linmted to 60% of

the costs incurred for installing a residential sol ar energy

(c) Appropriation.--The sum of $11, 000,000 is hereby

appropriated fromthe G owi ng G eener Bond Fund to the

Resi denti al Sol ar Power Assi stance and Educati on Fund for the

fiscal year July 1, 2007, to June 30, 2008, to carry out the

provi sions of this chapter. This appropriation is a conti nui ng

appropri ation and shall not | apse.

(d) Use of fund.--The nobneys in the fund shall be used for
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the foll owi ng purposes:

(1) The use of supplies and equi pnment directly rel ated

to the installation of a residential solar energy system

(2) Educating the public on the uses of sol ar power

systens in order to pronote new technol ogy, increase

i ncentives for enerqgy efficiency and rel ay the advant ages of

di versi fyi ng enerqgy sources.

(3) WMaintaining an infrastructure in this Conmmpbnweal t h

so that Pennsyl vani a-based conpanies will be able to conpl ete

the necessary installations to neet the requi renents of the

act of Novenber 30, 2004 (P.L.1672, No.?213), known as the

Al ternative Energy Portfolio Standards Act.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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