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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1157 %35

| NTRODUCED BY G BBONS, BAKER, CAPPELLI, COHEN, CREI GHTON,
FABRI ZI O, FAI RCHI LD, FLECK, GEORGE, CGRUCELA, HENNESSEY,
KORTZ, MJRT, PICKETT, PYLE, RAMALEY, SOLOBAY, THOVAS AND
YOUNGBLOOD, APRIL 23, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, APRI L 23, 2007
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of Novenber 22, 1978 (P.L. 1166, No.274),
entitled "An act establishing the Pennsylvania Conm ssion on

Crime and Del i nquency, providing for its powers and duties

establishing several advisory comrittees within the

comm ssion and providing for their powers and duties,"

defining "small county"; providing for the Small County

Prosecuti on Support G ant Program and nmaking an

appropriation.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds that the financial costs
associated with prosecuting capital nurder cases severely inpact
t he budgets of smaller counties, often depleting or greatly
reduci ng the budgets for nurder prosecutions of those counties,
and State financial assistance would help alleviate the
financial burdens in such cases.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1 of the act of Novenmber 22, 1978
(P.L.1166, No.274), referred to as the Pennsyl vani a Comr ssi on
on Crinme and Delinquency Law, is anended by adding a definition

to read:



1 Section 1. Definitions.

2 The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

3 have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the

4 meanings given to themin this section:
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6 "Small county."” A county of the fourth, fifth, sixth,

7 seventh or eighth class.

8 * %

9 Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:
10 Section 8.1. Small County Prosecution Support G ant Program
11 (a) Establishnent.--The Small County Prosecution Support
12 Gant Programis established and shall be adm nistered by the
13 commi ssion. The program shall produce grants to small counties
14 for reinbursenent of costs associated with conducting capital
15 nurder cases.

16 (b) Timng of grants.--A small county shall be eligible to
17 apply for grants fromthe conmi ssion biennially in February and
18 August in accordance with the grant schedul e devel oped by the
19 conmi ssion.

20 (c) Adnministration.--Grant requests shall be subnitted on
21 forns devel oped by the commi ssion. The conmi ssion_shal

22 pronulgate requlations relating to the review process,

23 admnistration of the review process, the criteria for grant
24 awards, small county capital prosecution support expenditure
25 requirenents and rei nbursenent gui delines.

26 (d) Amunt of grants.--A small county's grant shall be

27 linmted to the anmount of $50,000 or |ess per biennial request,
28 and the total grants awarded to any individual small county

29 shall not exceed $100,000 in any 12-nonth peri od.

30 Section 3. The sum of $3,500,000 is hereby appropriated to
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t he Pennsyl vani a Conm ssion on Crine and Del i nquency for
i npl enentation of the Small County Prosecution Support G ant
Program for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2007.

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007, or
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i mredi ately, whichever is |later.
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