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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 114835

| NTRODUCED BY G BBONS, BARRAR, BELFANTI, CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI,
CRElI GHTON, CRUZ, DelLUCA, DePASQUALE, EVERETT, FABRI ZI O
FRANKEL, FREEMAN, GERGELY, GOODVAN, CGRUCELA, HARKI NS
HENNESSEY, JAMES, JOSEPHS, KORTZ, KULA, MAHONEY, MANDERI NO
MARSI CO, MURT, PAYTON, PETRONE, RAMALEY, REED, ROEBUCK
SAMUELSQON, SANTONI, SEI P, SOLOBAY, STABACK, SURRA, TANGRETTI
THOMAS, WANSACZ, WHEATLEY, J. WH TE AND YOUNGBLOOD
APRI L 23, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, APRIL 23, 2007

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), entitled
"An act concerning el ections, including general, nunicipal,
special and primary el ections, the nom nati on of candi dates,
primary and el ecti on expenses and el ection contests; creating
and defining nmenbership of county boards of el ections;

i mposi ng duties upon the Secretary of the Commonweal t h,
courts, county boards of elections, county comr ssioners;

i nposi ng penalties for violation of the act, and codifying,
revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; and
repealing certain acts and parts of acts relating to

el ections,” further providing for voting by absentee

el ectors.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1306(a) of the act of June 3, 1937
(P.L.1333, No.320), known as the Pennsylvania El ection Code,
anended Novenber 9, 2006 (P.L.1330, No.137), is anended to read:

Section 1306. Voting by Absentee Electors.--(a) Except as
provi ded in paragraphs (1), (2) and (3), at any tinme after

receiving an official absentee ballot, but on or before [five
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o' clock P.M] the close of business on the [Friday] Monday prior

to the primary or election, the elector shall, in secret,
proceed to mark the ballot only in black |ead pencil, indelible
pencil or blue, black or blue-black ink, in fountain pen or bal
poi nt pen, and then fold the ballot, enclose and securely seal
the sane in the envel ope on which is printed, stanped or

endorsed "Oficial Absentee [Ballot."] Ballot": Provided,

however, That any el ector who submts an energency application

and recei ves an absentee ballot in accordance with section

1302.1 shall mark the ballot on or before the cl ose of busi ness

on the day of the prinary or el ection.

(1) Any elector who submts an Enmergency Application and
recei ves an absentee ballot in accordance with section
1302.1(a.2) or (c) shall mark the ballot on or before eight
o' clock P.M on the day of the primary or election. This
envel ope shall then be placed in the second one, on which is
printed the formof declaration of the elector, and the address
of the elector's county board of election and the |ocal election
district of the elector. The elector shall then fill out, date
and sign the declaration printed on such envel ope. Such envel ope
shall then be securely sealed and the el ector shall send sane by
mai |, postage prepaid, except where franked, or deliver it in
person to said county board of election.

(2) Any elector, spouse of the elector or dependent of the
el ector, qualified in accordance with the provisions of section
1301, subsections (e), (f), (g) and (h) to vote by absentee
ball ot as herein provided, shall be required to include on the
form of declaration a supporting declaration in form prescri bed
by the Secretary of the Commonwealth, to be signed by the head

of the department or chief of division or bureau in which the
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el ector is enployed, setting forth the identity of the elector,
spouse of the elector or dependent of the elector.

(3) Any elector who has filed his application in accordance
with section 1302 subsection (e)(2), and is unable to sign his
decl arati on because of illness or physical disability, shall be
excused from si gning upon maki ng a decl aration which shall be
Wi tnessed by one adult person in substantially the follow ng
form | hereby declare that | amunable to sign ny declaration
for voting ny absentee ballot w thout assistance because | am
unable to wite by reason of ny illness or physical disability.
I have made or received assistance in making my mark in |lieu of

nmy signature.

(Conpl et e Address of Wtness)

* x *

Section 2. This act shall apply to all elections conducted
after Decenber 31, 2007, or the effective date of this act,
whi chever is |ater.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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