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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1127 %%

| NTRODUCED BY PAYTON, GERCELY, MJURT, BRENNAN, CARROLL, CONKLI N,
CRUZ, DALEY, DONATUCCI, ELLIS, FRANKEL, GALLOWMAY, CEORGE
G BBONS, GRUCELA, HARKINS, JAMES, JOSEPHS, W KELLER,
KESSLER, KI NG KI RKLAND, KOTI K, KULA, LENTZ, MCALL,
McGEEHAN, MOYER, M O BRI EN, PARKER, SABATI NA, SCAVELLQO
SI PTROTH, M SM TH, STURLA, R TAYLOR, VEREB, WAGNER, WATERS
WHEATLEY, W LLI AMS, YOUNGBLOOD, YUDI CHAK, J. VH TE, GOCDVAN
FREEMAN AND LEACH, APRIL 23, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, APRIL 23, 2007
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AN ACT
Est abl i shing the Pennsyl vania Youth Comm ssion; and providing
for powers and duties, for report to the General Assenbly and
for Pennsyl vani a Youth Conmm ssi on Schol ar shi p.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Pennsyl vani a
Yout h Conmi ssi on Act.
Section 2. Declaration of policy
(a) Findings and declarations.--The General Assenbly finds
and decl ares as foll ows:
(1) Public office is a public trust between el ected
officials and the citizens they represent.

(2) Despite age or voting record, each individual

residing in this Coormonwealth is part of the public trust.
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(3) Voting is the forenost nmeans of direct participation
in governnent for the citizenry. Youth under 18 years of age
are not yet eligible to vote, and the youngest eligible
voters between 18 and 24 years of age consistently produce
t he | owest nunber of voters.

(4) The ability and responsibility of the citizenry to
participate in the political process is a foundation of our
government and an issue of utnost significance. In order to
mai ntain a | asti ng know edgeabl e and participatory electorate
and the full functionality of the political process and the
public trust, additional focus should be placed on the youth
of our Conmonweal t h.

(5) As each generation noves forward, a new generation
of voters will becone eligible to participate directly in the
denocratic process, necessitating the call for a body that
will serve as the conduit to awareness, understandi ng and
participation in our governnent, its decisions and its
i nport ance.

(6) The creation of a body that will focus directly on
the i ssues and concerns facing forthcom ng participants in
t he denocratic process of this Commonwealth will result in
numer ous and positive outcones.

(b) Legislative intent.--1t is the intent of the General
Assenbly that this act provide for and enhance the awareness,
under standi ng and participation of the youth of this
Commonweal th in the denocratic process through a neans separate
fromthe ability to vote. It is the further intent of the
CGeneral Assenbly to establish a conm ssion that will enpower
youth who are not yet eligible to vote. Through this comm ssion,

it is the intent of the General Assenbly to tap the inval uable
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resource of young minds and i deas that have been consistently
di sassociated with public officials, governnent and the status
guo of the political process, and in turn produce invol ved
citizens, leaders and pillars of young adul t hood.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Conmi ssion.” The Pennsyl vania Youth Conm ssion established
under this act.

"Director.” The director of the Pennsylvania Youth
Conmmi ssi on.

"Representative.” A youth representative sel ected under
section 7.

Section 4. Pennsylvania Youth Comm ssi on.

(a) Purpose.--The Pennsyl vani a Youth Conmi ssion is hereby
established to recogni ze and enpower the voices of youth and
yout h | eaders throughout this Commonweal th. Through the
commi ssion, the ideas and concerns of this Comonweal th's youth
shall be delivered to the General Assenbly in a constructive and
or gani zed net hod. Youth nenbers shall collect, evaluate and
report the issues, concerns and ideas of the youth across this
Commonweal th to create a proactive nmeans of participation in
St at e gover nnent.

(b) Appointnment and terns of nenbers.--The conm ssion shal
consi st of nine nmenbers, two nmenbers each appointed by the
President pro tenpore and the Mnority Leader of the Senate and
two nenbers each appointed by the Majority Leader and the
Mnority Leader of the House of Representatives. Each appoi ntee

shall serve a termof four years. The ninth nmenber of the
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comm ssion shall be a youth nenber. The youth menber shall be
one of the 50 youth representatives, selected under section 7,
who is elected by a majority of the youth representatives. The
yout h nmenber of the comm ssion shall take office one year after
the effective date of this act. A nenber shall be 40 years of
age or younger at the time of appointnment, and nay serve the
remai nder of his or her termshould the nenber reach age 41
during the nmenber's term

(c) Director.--The position of director of the commssion is
created for the purpose of adm nistering the Pennsylvania Youth
Conmmi ssion. The director shall be the chief adm nistrator of all
gui delines, policies and initiatives set forth by the conm ssion
and shall be responsible for nmaintenance and distribution of the
budget .
Section 5. Powers and duties of conm ssion.

The conmm ssion shall have the followi ng powers and duti es:

(1) Appoint a director of the conm ssion who shall serve
at the pleasure of the conm ssion.

(2) Solicit donations and sponsors, in addition to any
State appropriation, for expenses of the comm ssion.

(3) Establish ten regions throughout this Comobnweal th
of equal popul ati on and reasonabl e geography.

(4) Create and distribute a youth representative
application and promul gate guidelines for the acceptance and
confidential review of the applications.

(5) Annually select the recipient of the Pennsylvania
Yout h Conmi ssi on Schol arshi p, as provi ded under section
section 9.

(6) Promulgate rules and regulations to admnister this

act .
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Section 6. Prohibited activities.

A conmi ssioner shall not do any of the foll ow ng:

(1) Receive nonetary conpensation for service as a
conmi ssi oner .

(2) Require any representative to participate in any
formof canpaign activity or establish any form of puni shrment
for refusal to participate

(3) Use an event, neeting or activity of the comm ssion
as a tool for canpaigning or a nmeans to deliver canpaign
rhetoric.

Section 7. Youth representatives.

(a) Nunber of representatives.--There shall be 50 youth
representatives to the comm ssion, consisting of five youth
sel ected fromeach of the ten geographical regions of this
Commonweal th as established by the comm ssion. Each regi on shal
be represented by at |east one nenber of each sex.

(b) Selection and eligibility.--The conmm ssioners, in
consultation with the director, shall select the youth
representatives. Each youth representative shall exenplify the
characteristics set forth by the comm ssion. A representative
shall not be younger than 13 years of age or older than 18 years
of age.

(c) Term--Arepresentative nay serve until the end of the
cal endar year in which the representative reaches his or her
18t h birthday.

(d) Attendance.--The conm ssion shall establish a policy
regardi ng the frequency of and attendance by representatives at
regi onal and Statew de representative neetings. There shall be
not | ess than four regional representative neetings and one

St atewi de representati ve neeting per year.
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(e) Resignation or renoval.--A representative may be

relieved of his or her position as foll ows:
(1) Upon approval by the conmm ssioners of a
representative's request that he or she be excused.
(2) Upon a decision of the comm ssion to renove the
representative.
Section 8. Report to General Assenbly.

Each cal endar year, the youth nmenber of the conm ssion shal
separately address the Senate and the House of Representatives
on the floor during a regular session. This youth nenber's
address to the Ceneral Assenbly shall be a conprehensive annual
report on the activities, concerns and i deas of the Pennsyl vania
Yout h Conmi ssion and an opportunity for nmenbers of the CGeneral
Assenbly to receive and consider the input of the youth who are
the future of this Commonweal t h.

Section 9. Pennsylvania Youth Comm ssion Schol arshi p.

(a) Award.--The comm ssion shall annually award a
schol arship to one of the 50 youth representatives to the
conmmi ssi on.

(b) Selection of recipient.--The director shall annually
identify and submt a list to the comm ssion nenbers of five
yout h representatives who consistently denonstrate | eadership
and exenpl ary service to the conm ssion. The conmm ssi on nenbers
shall select one of the five candidates subnitted by the
director to receive the award.

(c) Amount.--The scholarship shall be no | ess than $5, 000
and shall be presented to the recipient during a Statew de
neeting of the youth representatives.

Section 10. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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