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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA
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AN ACT

Providing for idling restrictions on commercial diesel vehicles;
and i nposing a penalty.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Restrictions
on Idling Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Conmercial diesel vehicles." Vehicles which are designed to
operate on hi ghways as defined in 49 CFR 390.5 (relating to
definitions).

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Transportation of the
Commonweal t h.

Section 3. Scope of act.



The provisions of this act apply to commercial diesel
vehicles at |ocations where comercial diesel vehicles |oad,
unl oad or park
Section 4. Restrictions on idling.

No person shall cause or allow the engine of any comrerci al
di esel vehicle to idle for nore than five mnutes in any 60-
m nute period, except as provided in sections 5 and 6.

Section 5. Exenptions.

The restriction on idling does not apply for the period or
periods during which idling by the operator of a commerci al
di esel vehicle is necessary for one of the foll ow ng reasons:

(1) A conmercial diesel vehicle which nmust renmain
noti onl ess because of:
(i) on-highway traffic;
(1i) an official traffic control device or signal;
or
(tii) the direction of a |l aw enforcenment official.
(2) A conmercial diesel vehicle which nust idle to

operate defrosters, heaters or refrigeration to prevent a

safety or health enmergency, and not as part of a rest period.

(3) A conmercial diesel vehicle which nmust idle for

mai nt enance, servicing, repairing, testing, active |oading or

unl oadi ng or m xi ng.
(4) A conmmercial diesel vehicle intended for comerci al
passenger transportation which idles for up to ten mnutes

prior to passenger boarding and any tine passengers are

onboard in order to supply heat or air conditioning necessary

for the confort of passengers.
(5) A police, fire, anbulance, public safety, mlitary

or other energency diesel vehicle or arnored car, which is
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being used in its official capacity.
Section 6. Transitional period exenptions.

For a period fromthe effective date of this act until Apri
30, 2010, the followi ng exenptions are all owed:

(1) |If the outside tenperature is |l ess than 40 degrees
fahrenheit, the operator of a conmercial diesel vehicle
parked at a fleet trucking termnal, commercial truck stop or
depart ment - desi gnated rest area may idle, provided that any
idle reduction technology is fully occupied or in use at the
truck termnal, truck stop or rest area.

(2) |If the outside tenperature is greater than 80
degrees fahrenheit, the operator of a commercial diesel
vehicle parked at a fleet trucking termnal, commercial truck
stop or departnent-designated rest area may idle, provided
that any idle reduction technology is fully occupied or in
use at the truck termnal, truck stop or rest area.

Section 7. Auxiliary power units.

This act does not regulate or prohibit the operation of an
auxiliary power unit, generator set or other nobile idle
reducti on technol ogy.

Section 8. Penalty.

A person who violates this act commts a summary of f ense.

Section 9. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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