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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1102 %5

| NTRODUCED BY CGRUCELA, DERMCODY, FREEMAN, FABRI ZI O, COX, DALLY,
DENLI NGER, CAPPELLI, CLYMER, HARRI S, HENNESSEY, JAMES,
JOSEPHS, W KELLER, KORTZ, R MLLER MJRT, PARKER, PETRI

PETRONE, SCAVELLO, SOLOBAY, STERN, WOJNARCSKI AND YOUNGBLOOD,

APRI L 18, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, APRI L 18, 2007
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 23 (Domestic Rel ations) of the Pennsyl vani a

Consol idated Statutes, further providing for contents of

petitions for adoption; and providing for adoption

statistics.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2701 of Title 23 of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes is anended by addi ng a paragraph to read:
§ 2701. Contents of petition for adoption.

A petition for adoption shall set forth:

* * %

(10) A statenent that the adoption data form under

section 2911(d) (relating to adopti on statistics) has been

conpleted to the full est extent possible.

Section 2. Title 23 is anended by adding a section to read:

8§ 2911. Adoption statistics.

(a) Data collection and reporting.--In order to devel op nore
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reliable Statew de and county data on adopti ons and adopti on

practices and to i nprove the analysis of trends and issues in

adopti ons, the Departnent of Health shall provide for Statew de

coll ection and reporting of nonidentifying, statistical

i nformati on regardi ng adopti ons.

(b)) Data.--On a nonthly basis, the clerk of court, in

cooperation with the agency or internediary that facilitated the

adoption or, if there is no agency or internediary, with counsel

for the adoptive parent, shall forward to the Departnent of

Health the foll ow ng:

(1) A conpleted form under subsection (d) for each

adoption finalized by the court during the reporting peri od.

(2) The total nunmber of adopti on decrees during the

reporti ng peri od.

(c) Cooperation.--lIt is the responsibility of the agency or

internediary that facilitated the adoption or, if there is no

agency or internmediary, of counsel for the adoptive parent to

cooperate to the full est extent possible in conpleting the form

under subsection (d) providing the court any i nformation

concerni ng the adopti on which is requested by the Departnent of

(d) Forns.--The Departnent of Health shall devel op an

adopti on data formand distribute the formto each court of

commpn pleas. I n devel oping the form and procedures relating to

the form the Departnent of Health shall request assi stance and

comments fromclerks of court or an associ ati on whi ch represents

their interests, the Adm nistrative Ofice of Pennsyl vani a

Courts and the Departnent of Public Welfare. The form shal

i nclude the foll owi ng nonidentifying infornmati on:

(1) The age and race of the adoptee, birth parents and
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adopti ve parents.

(2) The gender of the adoptee.

(3) Any rel ationshi p between the adoptee and an adopti ve

(4) \Whether the parental rights of each birth parent

were term nated pursuant to a voluntary relinqui shnent, an

i nvoluntary term nati on or a consent to an adopti on.

(5) Whether an adopti on agency arranged for the

(6) The tinme the adoptee was in the custody of an agency

or in private pl acenent.

(7)) The date of the adopti on decree.

(8) Whether the adoptee recei ved adopti on assi st ance.

(9) Any other informati on deened necessary by the

Departnment of Heal th based on public input and in

consultation with the Admnistrative Ofice of Pennsyl vani a

Courts and the Departnent of Public Wl fare.

(e) Confidentiality.--To assure that the identity of the

adoptee, birth parents and adoptive parents is not disclosed in

carrying out this section, the conpleted data form shall be nade

avai lable only to the clerk of court and the Departnent of

Heal th. Unaut hori zed di scl osure of the conpl eted data form shal

be subject to section 2910 (relating to penalty for unauthorized

di scl osure). The rel ease of nonidentifying statistical

i nformati on contained in the report under subsection (f) shal

not constitute unauthori zed di scl osure under this subsecti on.

(f) Report.--No later than May 1 of each year, the

Departnent of Health shall subnmt to the Governor, the Secretary

of the Senate, the Chief Cerk of the House of Representatives

and the Adm nistrative Ofice of Pennsylvania Courts a report on
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statistical information recei ved under subsection (b). The

report shall be made on a Statew de and county-by-county basis.

The report shall include any analysis of the data or

appropri at e.
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4 reconmmendations which the Departnent of Health deens
5
6

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 180 days.
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