PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 1290 PRINTER S NO. 1988

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1025 %5

I NTRODUCED BY CASORI O, COHEN, BAKER, BELFANTI, Bl ANCUCCI,
CAPPELLI, CARROLL, DePASQUALE, EVERETT, FABRI ZI O CGEORGE
G BBONS, GOCDMVAN, HARHAI, HESS, HUTCHI NSQN, JAMES, KORTZ,
KOTl K, McGEEHAN, Mol LHATTAN, R M LLER, MJRT, M O BRI EN
PETRONE, RElI CHLEY, STABACK, SURRA, VULAKOVI CH, WJJINARGCSKI ,
YOUNGBLOOD, SCAVELLO, WALKO, PETRARCA, JGOSEPHS, SOLOBAY,
KI RKLAND, FREEMAN, BARRAR, MARSHALL AND PALLONE
APRI L 18, 2007

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON LABOR RELATI ONS, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, JUNE 19, 2007

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of June 2, 1915 (P.L.736, No.338), entitled, as
2 reenacted and anmended, "An act defining the liability of an

3 enpl oyer to pay danmages for injuries received by an enpl oye

4 in the course of enploynent; establishing an el ective

5 schedul e of conpensation; providing procedure for the

6 determ nation of liability and conpensati on thereunder; and

7 n
8

9

prescribing penalties,
di sease. "

further defining "occupational

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
10 hereby enacts as foll ows:
11 Section 1. Section 108(m 1) of the act of June 2, 1915
12 (P.L.736, No.338), known as the Workers' Conpensation Act,
13 reenacted and anmended June 21, 1939 (P.L.520, No.281) and added
14 Decenber 20, 2001 (P.L.967, No.115), is anmended to read:
15 Section 108. The term "occupational disease,"” as used in
16 this act, shall nean only the follow ng di seases.

17 * * %



(m1l) Hepatitis Cin the occupations of [professional and <—
vol unteer firefighters, volunteer anbul ance corps personnel,
vol unteer rescue and |ifesaving squad personnel, energency
nmedi cal services personnel and paranedi cs, Pennsylvania State

Police officers, WATERVWAYS CONSERVATI ON OFFI CERS OF THE <—

PENNSYLVANI A FI SH AND BOAT _COWM SSI ON, W LDLI FE CONSERVATI ON

OFFI CERS OF THE PENNSYLVANI A GAME COWM SSI ON, OFFI CERS OF THE

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATI ON AND NATURAL RESOURCES, OFFI CERS

EMPLOYED BY PORT AUTHORITIES WTHI N THI'S COMVONVEALTH, police

officers requiring certification under 53 Pa.C. S. Ch. 21
(relating to enpl oyees), and Conmonweal th and county

correctional enployes, and forensic security enployes of the

Depart ment of Public Wl farel—eoffiecers—of the PennsylvaniaFish <—

avthortties—wthinthis Comrpnrwealth, having duties including

care, custody and control of inmates involving exposure to such
di sease. Hepatitis Cin any of these occupations shall establish
a presunption that such disease is an occupational disease

wi thin the neaning of this act, but this presunption shall not
be concl usive and nmay be rebutted. This presunption shall be
rebutted if the enpl oyer has established an enpl oynent screening
program in accordance with guidelines established by the
department in coordination with the Departnent of Health and the
Pennsyl vani a Emer gency Managenent Agency and published in the
Pennsyl vania Bulletin, and testing pursuant to that program
establishes that the enploye incurred the Hepatitis C virus

prior to any job-rel ated exposure.

* * %
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1 Section 2. This act shall apply to all clains arising on or

2 after the effective date of the anendnent of section 108(m 1) of
3 the act.
4

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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