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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1021 %5

I NTRODUCED BY LONG ETTI, ROEBUCK, BI ANCUCCI, CALTAG RONE, COHEN,
CURRY, DePASQUALE, EACHUS, FABRI ZI O, FRANKEL, CEORGE
GRUCELA, HORNAVAN, W KELLER, KORTZ, LEACH, MANDERI NO, MANN,
MYERS, PETRARCA, M| LVAINE SM TH, STURLA, SURRA, THOVAS,
WANSACZ, YOUNGBLOOD, JAMES, M GEEHAN, HARKI NS, G BBONS AND
SI PTROTH, APRIL 5, 2007

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, JUNE 20, 2007
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,"” establishing the Cormon Cents
Program
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by addi ng an
article to read:

ARTICLE VITI-A

COMMON_CENTS PROGRAM

Secti on 801-A. Definitions.

The foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this article

shal|l have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates ot herw se:
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"Departnent." The Departnent of Educati on of the

Commpnweal t h.

"INTERVEDI ATE UNIT COUNCIL." A COUNCIL AS ESTABLI SHED UNDER <—

SECTI ON 916-A.

"Participating internediate unit." An internediate unit that

has been selected to participate in the program

"Partici pati ng school district." A school district that has

agreed to participate in the program

"Program" The Conmmbn Cents Program established under this

article.

Secti on 802- A Est abl i shnent.

There is established in the departnent the Conmon Cents

Program The purpose of the program shall be to encourage school

districts to share services with one another in order to

i ncrease the efficient use of taxpayer resources and i nprove

service delivery for students.

Secti on 803-A. Application.

(a) Decision.--At a neeting of each internediate unit

council held before Septenber OCTOBER 1 of each year, the school <—

districts within each internediate unit shall decide by nmpjority

vote whether the internmediate unit shall apply to participate in

this programon their behalf. Two internediate units nay apply

jointly if the school districts contained within the

internedi ate units agree, but an internediate unit may not apply

to participate in the program nore than once in each fiscal

year.

(b)Y Subnittal.--Applications shall be subnmtted to the

departnent by Gsteber NOVEMBER 1 of each year. Applications <—

shall be subnmitted on a formand in a manner as i s required by

the department. Each application shall include a resol ution by
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the board of school directors of each school district setting

forth its agreenent to participate in the study and certifying

that it will conply with the requirenents of section 807-A.

Secti on 804-A. Sel ecti on.

(a) Conpetitive basis.--Participating internediate units

will be selected on a conpetitive basis at the discretion of the

depart nent.

(b) Preference.--Preference for participation shall be given

to applications that include all of the school districts in an

internediate unit and to joint internediate unit applications.

(c) Reqgional diversity.--Participating internediate units

will be selected so as to ensure regi onal diversity throughout

this Conmonweal t h.

Secti on 805-A. Contract with consul tant.

(a) Consultation services.--The departnent shall enter into

a contract to obtain consultant services to conduct a study of

specific services or activities across school districts

participating in the program and to make reconmendati ons about

conbi ni ng services and activities across school districts within

each participating internediate unit in order to pronpote

i nproved service delivery, efficiency and econony of operation.

The scope of consultant services shall include the creation of

the i npl ementati on plan referenced under section 807-A(d). The

study recomendati ons shall include all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Transportation.

(2) Food services and nutrition.

(3) Instructional services.

(4) Safety and security.

(5) Health services.

(6) Purchasi ng.
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(7) Finance and payroll.

(8) Facilities and real estate.

(9) Hunan resources.

(10) Technol ogy servi ces.

(11) Adnministration.

(b)Y Nature of recommendati ons. -- Reconmendati ons of the study

shall not be bi ndi ng upon any partici pati ng school district.

(c) Scope of recommendati ons. -- Reconmendati ons of the study

may i nclude sharing of services or activities with a

muni ci pality.

Secti on 806-A. Advisory panel.

(a) Appoi ntnent.--The departnent shall appoint an advi sory

panel to review this act to determ ne whether any provisions of

this act would be barriers to consolidating the services |isted

under section 805-A(a). The advi sory panel shall report the

results of its reviewto the Governor, the chairnen and mnority

chairnen of the Appropriations Cormmittee and the Educati on

Committee of the Senate and the chairnen and mnority chairnen

of the Appropriations Conmmttee and the Educati on Conmi ttee of

t he House of Representatives no |later than six nonths after the

effective date of this section.

(b) Conposition.--The advi sory panel shall consist of at

| east two of each of the foll ow ng:

(1) A school district superintendent.

(2) A school district busi ness manager.

(3) A school board nenber

(4) An internediate unit adm ni strator.

(5) A teacher

(6) A consultant with experi ence in organi zati onal

managenent and gai ni nqg efficiencies within and across
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organi zati ons.

Secti on 807-A. Duties of internediate units and school

districts.

(a) Participation in study.--Participating school districts

and internediate units shall do all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Cooperate with the consultant duri ng the conduct of

(2) Provide data and i nformati on requested by the

consultant if the disclosure is consistent with Federal or

State | aws protecting the confidentiality of certain

i nfornmati on.

(3) WMake staff available to be intervi ewed.

(b) Meetings.--Upon recei pt of the consultant report, each

school district that participated in the study shall hold no

fewer than one public neeting to present the consultant's

reconmendati ons and seek public i nput. Each school district

shal|l post the consultant report on its Internet website for at

| east 30 days and shall announce the date of the public neeting

at the imedi ately prior public neeting of the board of school

directors.

(c) Pursuit of recommendati ons.--Wthin six nonths of the

recei pt of the consultant report, the board of school directors

shall vote separately on whether to pursue each reconmendati on

contained in the consultant report. The board shall forward the

results of each resolution to the internediate unit and the

depart nent.

(d) Review.--At the internediate unit council neeting that

i medi ately follows the voting of each board of school directors

of the school district, the internediate unit council shal

review the resol uti ons of each board of school directors and
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shall request in witing that the consultant create a plan for

the i npl ementati on of any reconmmendati ons approved by the school

districts, regardl ess of whether the recommendati on was approved

by all of the school districts in the internediate unit. The

i mpl enentation plan may include a list of potential vendors for

each of the services to be provided, | NCLUDI NG THE | NTERVEDI ATE

UNI T, but the consultant nmay not recomend a single vendor. Only

t hose school districts approving the recommendati on shall be

part of the inplementati on plan. The internediate unit counci

shall forward the i npl enentati on plan to the school districts.

(e) Cost savings.--Cost savings resulting from

i mpl enentati on of the consul tant recommendati ons shall be spent

for academ c purposes in the schools of the school district,

after deducting any one-tine expenditures required for the

i npl enentati on of the reconmendati ons. Acadeni ¢ pur poses i ncl ude

pr of essi onal devel opnent, student supplies, textbooks, classroom

t echnol ogy, school safety, inprovenent of classroomfacilities

or any other instructional activity directly affecti ng student

perfornmance or the | earni ng environnment.

(f) Report.--Participating internedi ate units and school

districts shall report to the departnent in the formand at the

tinmes as determ ned by the departnent.

Secti on 808- A. Duti es of departnent.

(a) Contract.--The departnent shall enter into a contract

for consulting services as provided in section 805-A

(b)Y CQuidelines and forns.--The departnent shall establish

qui del i nes and devel op forns as are necessary for the proper

i mpl enentati on of the grant program

(c) Results.--The departnent shall publish on its |nternet

website the results of each study conducted through the program
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and any i npl ementati on pl ans.

(d) Report.--The departnent shall subnmit an annual report on

the programto the chairman and mnority chai rman of the

Appropriations Conmttee and the chairman and nminority chai rnan

of the Education Committee of the Senate and the chai rnan and

mnority chairnman of the Appropriations Conmmittee and the

chairman and mnority chairman of the Education Conmittee of the

House of Representatives.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007, or

10 imredi ately, whichever is |later.
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