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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1001 %5

| NTRODUCED BY SOLOBAY, BARRAR, BENNI NGION, CAPPELLI, CURRY
DePASQUALE, FABRI ZI O GEORGE, GRUCELA, JAMES, KORTZ, KOTI K
KULA, LEACH, METCALFE, MJRT, M O BRI EN, PETRARCA, RElI CHLEY,
RUBLEY, SONNEY, SURRA, THOVAS, WALKO, WANSACZ, J. VWH TE
YOUNGBLOOD AND HORNAMAN, APRIL 2, 2007

REFERRED TO COWMW TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES,
APRI L 2, 2007
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of May 21, 1992 (P.L.239, No.35), entitled "An
act providing for health insurance coverage of children; and
conferring powers and duties on the Departnment of Health and
the I nsurance Departnent,™ further providing for definitions;
and providing for mercury-free vacci nes.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The title of the act of May 21, 1992 (P.L.239,
No. 35), known as the Childhood I munization Insurance Act, is
amended to read:

AN ACT

Providing for health insurance coverage of children and pregnant

wonen; and conferring powers and duties on the Departnent of
Heal th and the I nsurance Departnent.
Section 2. Section 2 of the act is anmended by adding a
definition to read:

Section 2. Definitions.
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The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

* * %

"Departnent."” The Departnent of Health of the Commonweal th.

* * %

Section 3. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 3.1. Mer cury-free vacci nes.

(a) Prohibited vaccinations.--On and after January 1, 2008,

a person who i s knowi ngly pregnant or who i s under three years

of age shall not be vaccinated with a nercury-contai ni ng vacci ne

or injected with a nercury-contai ni ng product.

(b)Y Coverage for mercury-free vaccines.--All health

i nsurance policies delivered, issued for delivery, renewed,

extended or nodified in this Commonweal th by any health care

i nsurer shall provide that the health i nsurance benefits

appli cabl e under the policy include coverage for mercury-free

vacci nes and i njections for pregnant wonen and chil dren under

three years of age.

(c) Exenption.--The departnent may exenpt the use of a

vacci ne fromthe prohi biti on of subsection (a) if it finds, and

t he Governor concurs, that an actual or potential bioterrori st

i nci dent or other actual or potential public health energency,

i ncl udi ng an epi dem c or shortage of supply of a vacci ne that

woul d prevent children under three years of age and know ngly

pregnant wonen fromrecei ving the needed vacci ne, nakes

necessary the adm ni strati on of a vacci ne contai ni ng nmercury.

The exenption shall neet all of the foll owi ng conditions:

(1) It shall not be issued for nore than 12 nonths.

(2) Upon issuing an exenption, the departnent and the
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Governor shall, within 48 hours, notify the General Assenbly

of the exenption and the departnent's findings justifying the

exenpti on's approval .

(3) Upon receiving a request for an exenpti on, the

departnent shall notify interested parti es who have requested

in witing to the departnent notice that an exenpti on request

has been nade. Upon issuing an exenption, the depart nent

shall, within seven days, notify interested parties of the

exenpti on and the departnent's findings justifying the

exenpti on's approval .

(4) At the end of the effective period of the exenption,

the department nay i ssue anot her exenption for up to 12

nont hs for the same i ncident or public health energency, if

t he departnment nakes a determ nation that the exenption is

necessary as set forth in this subsecti on, the Gover nor

concurs with the exenpti on and the departnent notifies the

CGCeneral Assenbly and interested parties pursuant to

par agr aphs (2) and (3).

Section 4. This act shall take effect imedi ately.
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