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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 965 %5

I NTRODUCED BY FABRI ZI O, RCEBUCK, Bl ANCUCCI, COHEN, CONKLI N
CURRY, DALEY, EACHUS, FRANKEL, FREEMAN, GEORGE, GRUCELA,
HARHAI , HARKI NS, HENNESSEY, HORNAVAN, JAMES, JOSEPHS, KORTZ,
KULA, MANN, McCALL, MELI O MJURT, PALLONE, PAYNE, PETRARCA
PETRONE, SAI NATO, SANTONI, SIPTROTH, M SM TH, SOLOBAY
STABACK, STURLA, SURRA, R TAYLOR, WALKO, WANSACZ, YOUNGBLOCD
AND SHI MKUS, MARCH 29, 2007

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, MARCH 29, 2007
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” providing for technical college
pr ogr ans.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by addi ng an
article to read:

ARTICLE XI X-F

TECHNI CAL COLLEGE PROGRANS.

Secti on 1901-F. Definitions.

The foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this article

shal|l have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates ot herw se:
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"Area vocational technical school" or "AVTIS." The termas it

is defined under 22 Pa. Code 8 4.3 (relating to definitions).

"Communi ty education council." The termas it is defined

under section 1901-D

"Departnent." The Departnent of Educati on of the

Commpnweal t h.

"Educationally underserved area.”" An area designated by the

Secretary of Education as an adult educati on, continui ng

educati on and postsecondary educati on shortage area using

criteria which take into account special barriers to the

provi si on of educati on servi ces.

"Eligible applicant." Any of the foll ow ng:

(1) An institution of higher educati on.

(2) An institution of higher education in partnership

with any of the foll ow ng:

(i) Another institution of higher education.

(ii) An AVTS.

(iii) A conmmunity educati on council .

(iv) An eligible private |icensed school.

(v) Any conbination of the entities |isted under

this paragraph that partner with an instituti on of higher

educati on.

"Eligible private |licensed school." A private |licensed

school as the termis defined under section 2 of the act of

Decenber 15, 1986 (P.L.1585, No.174), known as the Private

Li censed Schools Act, that is authorized to confer the degree of

Associ ate in Specialized Technol ogy or Associate in Specialized

Busi ness and is accredited by the Accrediti ng Conm ssi on of

Career Schools and Col | eges of Technol ogy or the Accrediting

Council for | ndependent Coll eges and School s.
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"I nstitution of higher education.”" Any of the foll ow ng:

(1) An institution of the State System of H gher

Educati on created under Article XX-A.

(2) A community college created under Article Xl X-A.

(3) The Pennsyl vania State University, the University of

Pi ttsburgh, Tenple University, Lincoln University and their

branch canpuses.

(4) An institution as the termis defined under 24

Pa.C.S. § 6501(a) (relating to applicability of chapter) that

is accredited by the Mddle States Comm ssi on on Hi gher

Educat i on.

The term does not include an institution which is determ ned by

t he Department of Education to be a theol ogi cal sem nary or

school of theology or a sectari an and denom nati onal

i nstitution.

"Lead sponsor.” An institution of higher educati on which as

an eligible applicant recei ves approval to establish a technical

col | ege program

"Secretary." The Secretary of Educati on of the Commonweal t h.

Secti on 1902-F. Est abl i shnent.

Techni cal coll ege prograns are established to create econom c

opportunity by providi ng postsecondary occupati onal educati on

and training in educationally underserved areas of this

Commpnweal th. Techni cal coll ege prograns shall prepare students

for occupations that require a postsecondary certificate or

associ ate degree and that denonstrate a high | evel of current

and projected work force demand in fields that require technical

know edge and skill.

Secti on 1903-F. Pr ocedur es.

(a) Approval.--An eliqgible applicant nmay seek approval to
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establish a technical college programin accordance w th

policies, standards, rules and regul ati ons devel oped and

pronul gated by the departnent.

(b) Contents of application.--The eliqgible applicant shal

submt its application in a form and manner prescri bed by the

departnent. Each application shall include all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Each program of study the eligible applicant seeks

to offer, along with the credential or credentials associ at ed

(2) The projected enrollnent for each program both on a

head count and full-tine equival ent basis.

(3) Designation of the educationally underserved area

the technical coll ege programintends to serve.

(4) Evidence of collaboration with partners in industry,

el enentary and secondary educati on and the community.

(5) Evidence of planning that includes a reqgi onal needs

anal ysi s of postsecondary educati on and trai ni ng.

(6) The results of a reqgi onal econom c denand anal ysi s

covering a five-year period that denonstrates the projected

need for the program or prograns included in the application.

(7)) Evidence of the ability to offer | ocal support for

the program Local support shall include use of buil ding

(8) Evidence of fiscal stability based on State paynent

as provi ded under section 1907-F, student tuition as provided

under section 1906-F and other revenue available to the

eliqgible applicant, which shall be detailed in the

appli cati on.

(9) Evidence of the ability to provi de acadeni ¢ support

necessary to nmaxi m ze student success.
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1 (10) If applicable, status of program accreditation or
2 approval by appropriate professional entity.

3 (c) Priority criteria.--The departnent shall establish

4 priority criteria for evaluating the nerit of technical college
5 program applications. Anong other priorities established by the
6 departnent, priority in the selection process shall be given to
7 applicants who:

8 (1) Denobnstrate a plan for and ability to serve

9 educationally and econonical |y di sadvant aged students,

10 i ncluding one or nore of the follow ng groups:

11 (i) Students with famly incone equal to or |ess

12 t han 300% of the Federal poverty |evel.

13 (ii) Unenployed workers or displaced honenakers.

14 (iii) Individuals receiving or having received in
15 the last six nonths prior to the effective date of this
16 section tenporary assistance for needy fanilies.

17 (iv) Students who require assistance in neeting

18 entry requirenents for offered prograns.

19 (v) Working students, including full-tinme and part-
20 ti me workers.
21 (2) Provide access to renedial and devel opnent al
22 coursework or that provide accelerated renediation.
23 Section 1904-F. Credentials and prograns offered.
24 (a) Credentials.--Each technical college program shal
25 award, through the |ead sponsor, credit-bearing certificates and
26 associate degrees. A technical college programshall award no
27 other degree or credential. Associate degrees awarded through a
28 technical college programshall be |limted to one of the

N
O
—
=3
o
=3
>
12

30 (1) An associate of arts degree.
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(2) An associate of sciences degree.

(3) An associate of applied sciences deqgree, if an

articul ati on agreenent exists to enable the bearer of the

associ ate of applied sciences degree to transfer the deqree

for full credit to an institution of higher education in

pursuit of a bachel or deqgree.

(b)Y Program of study.--Each credential nust be associ at ed

wi th an approved program of study. Prograns of study shall be

based on Statew de and regi onal work force needs and shall be

sel ected fromthe list of eligible prograns of study i ssued by

t he departnment under section 1911-F. Each program shall be

desi gned to be conpleted in no nore than two years for a full -

time student or an equivalent period for a part-tine student.

(c) Expiration of program approval .--The departnent shal

grant approval for a technical college programto offer the

program of study for a period of five years. Prior to expiration

of program approval, a technical coll ege program may seek

reapproval fromthe departnent or may seek approval for an

alternative program of study. Al such requests shall be nade in

accordance with the policies, standards, rules and requl ati ons

prescri bed by the departnent.

(d) Courses.--Each course included in an approved program

shall be offered for credit. No student that has net entrance

requi renents shall be required to take courses separate fromthe

technical college programin order to conplete the certificate

or associ ate degree. Courses may be offered by di stance | earning

to the extent that distance learning i s an appropri ate net hod of

delivering the content of the specific course, as described in

the application of an eligible applicant.

Secti on 1905-F. Enrol | nent.
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(a) Eligibility.--Persons who have earned a hi gh school

di pl ona or equi val ent and who neet the eligibility requirenents

establi shed for the technical coll ege program under section

1910-F shall be eligible for enrollnent if they have been

residents of this Commonweal th for at | east 18 nonths prior to

enrol |l nent. The departnent nmay prescri be standards for

deternining the place of residence of students and applicants

for adm ssion to technical college prograns. Students who w sh

to enroll in a technical coll ege programbut do not neet the

entrance requi renents shall be referred to or offered the

renedi al or devel opnmental coursework necessary to neet the

entrance requi renents and may be granted adn ssi on upon neeting

the entrance requirenents as deternined by the technical coll ege

(b)Y Priority.--Priority for enroll nent shall be given to

resi dents of the educationally underserved area the technical

col | ege program has been approved to serve.

(c) Limts on enrollnent.--The full-tine equi val ent nunber

of enroll ed students on whose behalf the technical coll ege

programis eligible to receive State funding shall be linmted to

t he anpunt approved by the departnent.

Section 1906-F. Tuition and fees.

(a) Affordability.--A technical coll ege program may charge

tuition and fees to enroll ed students. The maxi numtuition and

fees that a technical coll ege program may charge shall be set by

t he departnment and adjusted annually and shall be limted to

ensure the affordability of technical coll ege prograns for

students in educationally underserved areas.

(b) Limts on student charges.--A technical coll ege program

shall not require any student charges, including application

20070H0965B1130 - 7 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

fees, lab fees and the |i ke, beyond those approved by the

depart nent.

(c) Financial aid.--A student enrolled in a technical

col |l ege program shall be eligible for publicly funded fi nanci al

aid opportunities in the sane manner as simlarly situated

students enrolled in the | ead sponsor institution.

Section 1907-F. State paynent.

(a) Paynent.--The departnent shall nmake paynent on behal f of

techni cal college prograns to the extent funds are appropri ated

by the General Assenbly.

(b)Y Operating support.--The departnment shall, out of funds

appropri ated for technical coll ege prograns, annually provide

each | ead sponsor with operating funding for students enroll ed

in the technical college programon a per-student basis. The

departnent shall be responsible for the all ocati on and

distribution of State fundi ng anong techni cal coll ege prograns.

(c) Gants for industry-specified equi pnent.--The depart nent

shall, out of funds appropriated for technical college prograns,

award grants for the purchase or | ease of equi pnment that is

essential to the approved program that will prepare students

for jobs in the field of study and that neet the requirenents of

t he depart nent.

(d) Prohibition.--Paynents nmade under this section shall not

be used for constructi on or purchase of space.

Section 1908-F. Transferability of credits.

(a) Prograns of fered.--Each program of study offered by a

techni cal coll ege program shall be designed to nmaxi ni ze the

student's ability to transfer credits earned through a

certificate or associ ate degree programto another institution

of hi gher educati on.
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1 (b) Denial of transferability.--An institution of higher

2 education may not refuse to recognize and award credit based

3 solely upon the fact that the credit was earned through a

4 technical college program

5 Section 1909-F. Annual reporting.

6 (a) Annual report.--A technical college programshall submit
7 an_annual report to the departnent. The annual report shal

8 include all of the follow ng:

9 (1) Denographic and programdata, including all of the
10 foll ow ng:

11 (i) Information on full-tinme and part-tine faculty
12 and student enrollnents, in total and within each program
13 of study

14 (ii) Credit hours taught by faculty.

15 (iii) Distance |earning courses offered.

16 (iv) Articulation and course equival ency agreenents
17 with higher education institutions.

18 (2) Student progress and achi evenent neasures, including
19 all of the follow ng:
20 (i) Retention and conpletion rates.
21 (ii) Passing rates on certification and licensure
22 exam nations.
23 (iii) Nunber of students enployed within one year of
24 program conpl eti on.
25 (iv) Placenent into additional education or
26 enploynent _in the student's field of study.
27 (b) Disaggregation.--Were available, data shall be
28 disaggregated by categories, including eligibility for financial
29 aid, part-tine and full-tine status, gender, race and age.
30 (c) Submttal.--Reports required under this section shall be
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submtted prior to Septenber 1, 2008, and Septenber 1 of each

vear thereafter

Secti on 1910-F. Duti es of | ead sponsor.

(a) Duties.--A |lead sponsor of a technical coll ege program

shall be required to do all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Gant certificates and associ ate deqrees to students

who have conpl eted a program of study through the technical

col | ege program

(2) Provide oversight of the technical coll ege program

t hr ough the governance entity of the | ead sponsor.

(3) Establish for students entrance requirenents which

adhere to guidelines i ssued by the departnent.

(4) Adnminister the technical coll ege programon a not -

for-profit basis and subnmt annual financial infornmation as

requi red by the departnent.

(5) Provide for faculty, curricul um and necessary

equi pnent to ensure consistently high quality for each

pr ogr am of study.

(b)Y Partnerships.--A |ead sponsor of a technical coll ege

programthat enters into a partnership with anot her appli cant

shall maintain final responsibility for the duti es enunerated

under subsection (a).

Section 1911-F. Duti es of departnent.

(a) Powers.--The departnent shall have the power and its

duty shall be to do all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Adopt policies, standards, rules and requl ations, in

consultation with the Departnent of Labor and | ndustry,

necessary to establish an applicati on process for technical

col |l ege progranms and a process for approving, reapproving and

eval uati ng on an ongoi ng basis the techni cal coll eqge
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(2) In consultation with the Departnent of Labor and

I ndustry, issue an annual |ist of approved fields of study

for new prograns and consi der requests for approval of

prograns of study that are not included on the annual |ist,

i f each request includes evidence of collaboration with

enpl oyers, information as to the nature of the proposed

program and evi dence as to how the programw || increase work

force opportunities for partici pants.

(3) In consultation with the Departnent of Labor and

| ndustry, pronul gate gui deli nes and approve or di sapprove

applications for the equi pnent grant program established

under section 1907-F(c).

(4) Approve or di sapprove applications fromeligible

applicants to establish a technical coll ege program and to

establi sh prograns of study.

(5) Approve or di sapprove applicati ons on behalf of a

techni cal college programto establish new prograns of study

and to seek reapproval for existing prograns of study.

(6) Fornulate policies, standards, rules and regul ati ons

necessary to ensure the acadenmc integrity of the technical

coll ege programwith respect to curriculum instruction,

faculty and other issues as deternm ned by the departnent.

(7)) Fornulate policies, standards, rules and regul ati ons

necessary to provide for the distribution of State fundi ng,

i ncluding the setting of a per-student paynent rate whi ch nay

be adj usted annually.

(8) Annually eval uate each technical coll ege program and

each program of study offered by a techni cal coll ege.

(9) Designate educationally underserved areas.
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requi renents.

(11) Set limts on enrollnent eligible for State fundi ng

and establish an annual process for technical coll ege

prograns to seek adjustnents to enrollnent limts, which the

departnent shall approve or reject.

(12) Set and adjust limts on student tuition and fees.

Section 1912-F. Promul gati on of standards.

Wthin 30 days of the effective date of this section, the

departnent shall pronulgate interi mstandards necessary to

i mpl enent this article which shall be published in the

Pennsyl vania Bulletin. The interi mstandards shall not be

subj ect to review under the act of June 25, 1982 (P.L. 633,

No. 181), known as the Requl atory Review Act, nor shall they be

subj ect to sections 201 through 205 of the act of July 31, 1968

(P.L.769, No.240), referred to as the Commpbnweal th Docunents

Law, or section 204 of the act of October 15, 1980 (P.L. 950,

No. 164), known as the Commonweal th Attorneys Act. Wthin one

vear of publication of the interimstandards in the Pennsyl vani a

Bulletin, the departnent shall pronul gate proposed standards.

The interi mstandards shall remain in effect until the effective

date of the final standards.

Section 1913-F. Pr ohi bi ti on.

A student enrolled in a technical coll ege program shall not

count toward the enroll nent of the | ead sponsor or any other

eliqgible applicant for purposes of State rei nbursenment or

paynent under any appropriation for hi gher educati on.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007, or

i mredi ately, whichever is |later.
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