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SENATOR ARMSTRONG, APPROPRI ATI ONS, | N SENATE, RE- REPORTED AS
AMENDED, JUNE 12, 2007

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of July 31, 2003 (P.L.73, No.17), entitled "An

2 act establishing a grant program for volunteer fire conpanies
3 and vol unt eer anbul ance services; and providing for grant

4 funding," further defining "vol unteer anbul ance service";

5 further providing for guidelines and procedures, for award of
6 grants and for expiration of authority; providing for

7 publication and notice, for special provisions; and repealing
8 an obsol ete act.

9

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
10 hereby enacts as foll ows:
11 Section 1. The definition of "volunteer anmbul ance service"

12 in section 102 of the act of July 31, 2003 (P.L.73, No.17),
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known as the Vol unteer Fire Conpany and Vol unteer Anbul ance
Service Grant Act, is anended to read:
Section 102. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

* %

"Vol unt eer anbul ance service."” Any nonprofit chartered
corporation, association or organization located in this
Commonweal th, which is |icensed by the Pennsyl vani a Depart nent
of Health and is not associated or affiliated with any hospital
and which is regularly engaged in the provision of energency
nmedi cal services, including basic life support or advanced life
support services and [the transportation of patients within this

Commonweal th.] advanced life support squads as defined in 28 Pa.

Code § 1005.1 (relating to general provisions). The term shal

not include any corporation, association or organization that is
primarily engaged in the operation of invalid coaches which are
intended for the routine transport of persons who are

conval escent or otherw se nonanbul atory and do not ordinarily
require energency nedical treatnent while in transit.

* %k

Section 2. Section 302 of the act is repeal ed:

[ Section 302. Cuidelines and procedures.

The agency shall devel op gui delines, procedures and al
applications necessary to inplenment the grant program The
agency shall submt the guidelines, procedures and applications
to the Legislative Reference Bureau for publication in the
Pennsyl vani a Code and Bulletin within 30 days of the effective

date of this act.]
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Section 3. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Secti on 302. 1. Publi cati on and noti ce.

The agency shall publish notice of the grant program

avai lability through the Leqgi sl ati ve Reference Bureau for

(1) within 30 days of the effective date of this section

for the fiscal periodbeginningJuly1 2006 and endingJune <—
30—2008 YEARS BEG NNI NG JULY 1, 2006, AND JULY 1, 2007:; and <—

1
2
3
4
5 publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin:
6
7
8
9

(2) by August 8 for fiscal years beqgi nning after June

11 Section 4. Section 303 of the act, anmended February 21, 2006
12 (P.L.38, No.13), is anmended to read:

13 Section 303. Award of grants.

14 (a) Authorization.--The agency is hereby authorized to make
15 a grant award to each eligible volunteer fire conpany for the

16 follow ng:

17 (1) Construction and/or renovation of the fire conpany's
18 facility and purchase or repair of fixtures and furnishings
19 necessary to maintain or inprove the capability of the

20 conpany to provide fire, anmbul ance and rescue services.

21 (2) Repair of firefighting, anbul ance or rescue

22 equi pnent or purchase thereof.

23 (3) Debt reduction associated with paragraph (1) or (2).
24 (4) Training and certification of nmenbers.

25 (b) Limts.--

26 (1) Except as provided in paragraph (3), grants shall be
27 not |ess than $2,500 and not nore than $15, 000 per vol unteer

28 fire conpany. Fhemntmimandraxirumarounts—of grantsshall <—
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(2) Gants may be awarded on a pro rata basis if the
total dollar amount of approved applications exceeds the
anount of funds appropriated by the General Assenbly for this
pur pose.

(3) In amunicipality where there are two or nore
vol unteer fire conpanies and if two or nore fire conpanies
consolidated their use of equipnent, firefighters and
services [after July 1, 1998, each entity from which the
consolidated entity was created will be eligible for a grant

as though it had not consolidated.] within five years

precedi ng the date of the current year application subm ssion

deadline, the consolidated entity shall be deened eliqgible to

receive a grant not to exceed the amount of the conbi ned

total for which the individual conpani es woul d have been

eliqgible had they not consol i dat ed.

(c) Tinme for filing application and departnent action.--

[(1) The agency shall provide witten instructions and
gui delines for grants under this act to the fire chief and
presi dent of every volunteer fire conpany in this
Commonweal th on or before February 28, 2006.

(2) Volunteer fire conpani es seeking grants under this
act shall submt conpleted applications to the agency on or
before April 30, 2006. The agency shall act to approve or
di sapprove the application by June 30, 2006. Applications
whi ch have not been approved or di sapproved by the agency by
June 30, 2006, shall be deenmed approved. ]

(1) By Septepnber 1 of each—year— WTH N 30 DAYS OF THE <—
EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S AMENDATORY ACT FOR THE FI SCAL YEARS

BEG NNI NG JULY 1, 2006, AND JULY 1, 2007, AND BY SEPTEMBER 1

OF EACH YEAR THEREAFTER, the agency shall provide witten
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instructions for grants under this act to the fire chief and

presi dent of every volunteer fire conmpany in this

Commpnweal t h.

(2) By Septenber 8 of each—year— WTH N 45 DAYS OF THE <—
EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S AMENDATORY ACT FOR THE FI SCAL YEARS

BEG NNI NG JULY 1, 2006, AND JULY 1, 2007, AND BY SEPTEMBER 8

OF EACH YEAR THEREAFTER, the agency shall provide

applications to the fire chief and presi dent of every

vol unteer fire conpany. THE APPLI CATI ON FOR THE FI SCAL YEARS <—

COMMVENCI NG JULY 1, 2006, AND JULY 1, 2007, SHALL BE A

COVBlI NED APPLI CATI ON. Vol unteer fire conpani es seeki ng grants

under this act shall submt conpl eted applications to the

agency. The application period shall remnin open for 45 days

each year. The agency shall act to approve or di sapprove

applications within 60 days of the application subm ssi on

deadl i ne each year. Applications which have not been approved

or di sapproved by the agency within 60 days after the cl ose

of the application period each year shall be deenmed approved.

(d) Eligibility.--To receive grant funds under this act, a
vol unteer fire conpany shall have actively responded to one or
nore fire or rescue energencies [since July 1, 2005,] during the

previ ous cal endar year and nust [sign] have signed and be under

an agreenent to actively participate in the Pennsylvania Fire
I nformati on Reporting Systemwhich is adm ni stered by the
agency.

Section 5. Section 502 of the act is repeal ed:
[ Section 502. Cuidelines and procedures.

The agency shall devel op gui delines, procedures and al
applications necessary to inplenment the grant program The

agency shall submt the guidelines, procedures and applications
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to the Legislative Reference Bureau for publication in the
Pennsyl vani a Code and Bulletin within 30 days of the effective
date of this act.]

Section 6. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Secti on 502. 1. Publ i cati on and noti ce.

The agency shall publish notice of the grant program

avai lability through the Leqgi sl ati ve Reference Bureau for

publication in the Pennsyl vania Bull eti n:

(1) within 30 days of the effective date of this section

for the fiscal periodbeginningJuly1 2006 and endingJune <—
30—2008 YEARS BEG NNI NG JULY 1, 2006, AND JULY 1, 2007:; and <—

(2) by August 8 for fiscal years beqgi nning after June

Section 7. Sections 503 and 901 of the act, amended February
21, 2006 (P.L.38, No.13), are anended to read:
Section 503. Award of grants.

(a) Authorization.--The agency is hereby authorized to make
a grant award to each eligible volunteer anbul ance service for
t he foll ow ng:

(1) Construction and/or renovation of the vol unteer
anbul ance service's facility and purchase or repair of
fixtures, furnishings, office equi pment and support services
necessary to maintain or inprove the capability of the
anbul ance service to provide anbul ance, energency nedi cal,
basic life support and advanced |ife support services.

(2) Repair of anbul ance equi prment or purchase thereof.

(3) Debt reduction associated with paragraph (1) or (2).

(4) Training and certification of nmenbers.

(b) Limts.--

(1) Gants shall be not |less than $2,500 and not nore

20070H0906B1887 - 6 -
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t han $10, 000 per vol unteer anmbul ance servi ce. Fhemnimumand <—

(2) Gants may be awarded on a pro rata basis if the
total dollar amount of approved applications exceeds the
anount of funds appropriated by the General Assenbly for this
pur pose.

(3) If two or nore volunteer anbul ance services
consol idated their use of equipment, personnel and services
[after July 1, 1998, each entity from which the consolidated
entity was created will be eligible for a grant as though it

had not consolidated.] within five years preceding the date

of the current year application subm ssion deadline, the

consolidated entity shall be deened eligible to receive a

grant not to exceed the anpunt of the conbined total for

whi ch the individual conpani es woul d have been eli gi bl e had

t hey not consol i dat ed.

(c) Tinme for filing application and departnent action.--

[(1) The agency shall provide witten instructions and
gui delines for grants under this act to the president of
every vol unt eer anbul ance service in this Commonweal th on or
bef ore February 28, 2006.

(2) Vol unteer anbul ance services seeking grants under
this chapter shall submt conpleted applications to the
agency on or before April 30, 2006. The agency shall act to
approve or di sapprove the application by June 30, 2006.
Appl i cati ons which have not been approved or di sapproved by
t he agency by June 30, 2006, shall be deened approved.]

(1) By Septepnber 1 of each—year— WTH N 30 DAYS OF THE <—
EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S AMENDATORY ACT FOR THE FlI SCAL YEARS

20070H0906B1887 - 7 -
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COMMVENCI NG JULY 1, 2006, AND JULY 1, 2007, AND BY SEPTEMBER 1

OF EACH YEAR THEREAFTER, the agency shall provide witten

instructions for grants under this act to the president of

every vol unteer anbul ance service in this Conmobnweal t h.

(2) By WTHI N 45 DAYS OF THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S <—

AMENDATORY ACT FOR THE FI SCAL YEARS COVVENCI NG JULY 1, 2006,

AND JULY 1, 2007, AND BY Septenber 8 of each year, the agency

shal |l provide applications to the president of every

vol unt eer anbul ance servi ce. THE APPLI CATI ON FOR THE FI SCAL <—

YEARS COVMENCI NG JULY 1, 2006, AND JULY 1, 2007, SHALL BE A

COVBlI NED APPLI CATI ON. Vol unt eer anbul ance servi ces seeki ng

grants under this act shall submt conpl eted applications to

t he agency. The application period shall remain open for 45

days each year. The agency shall act to approve or di sapprove

applications within 60 days of the application subm ssi on

deadl i ne each year. Applications which have not been approved

or di sapproved by the agency within 60 days after the cl ose

of the application period each year shall be deenmed approved.

Section 901. Expiration of authority.

The authority of the agency to award grants under Chapters 3
and 5 shall expire June 30, [2007] 2012.

Section 8. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 901.1. Speci al provisions.

(a) Caim--An applicant for a grant under this act who

failed to return a signed agreenent for the precedi ng year shal

not be permtted to apply for a grant in the current vyear,

unl ess the applicant has provided the conmi ssioner with a

reasonable witten explanation as to why it did not claimits

(b)Y Delinguency.--An applicant for a grant under this act

20070H0906B1887 - 8 -
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who is delinquent in | oan paynents to the Pennsyl vani a Vol unt eer

i . . | £} ~t of Novenber 33’ <

LOAN ASS| STANCE PROGRAM ESTABLI SHED UNDER THE ACT OF JULY 15, <—

1976 (P.L.1036, NO 208), KNOW AS THE VOLUNTEER FI RE COVPANY,

AVBULANCE SERVI CE AND RESCUE SQUAD ASSI STANCE ACT, shall agree

to use its grant funds to pay any arrears to the Commpnweal th or

it will not be qualified to receive a grant. Any organi zati on

agreeing to this arrangenent who fails to make the paynent to

the Commonweal th shall be disqualified fromapplying to the

grant program for a period of three years.

(c) Denpnstration.--An applicant for a grant under this act

must denonstrate that it conplied with all terns of its grant

agreenent in the previous year regardi ng the use of the grant

nmoney it received in previous years or it shall not be eliqgible

to receive a grant in the current year.

(d) Approval.--An applicant shall not be approved for a

grant to be used for purposes other than those stated in section

303(a) or 503(a).

SECTION 8.1. NOTW THSTANDI NG THE PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ON 1720- <—
C(C OF THE ACT OF APRIL 9, 1929 (P.L.343, NO 176), KNOAN AS THE
FI SCAL CODE, MONEYS APPROPRI ATED TO THE VOLUNTEER FI RE COVPANY
GRANT PROGRAM BY SECTI ON 1720-C(C) OF THE FI SCAL CODE SHALL BE
UTI LI ZED FOR PAYMENT OF GRANTS UNDER CHAPTERS 3 AND 5.

SECTION 8.2. FOR THE FI SCAL YEAR COMMVENCI NG JULY 1, 2006,
CGRANTS SHALL BE PAI D BY DECEMBER 14, 2007. FOR THE FI SCAL YEAR
COVMMENCI NG JULY 1, 2007, PAYMENTS OF GRANTS SHALL COMVENCE ON OR
AFTER JANUARY 15, 2008.

Section 9. The Legislative Budget and Fi nance Conmittee

shall conduct a performance revi ew of the program authorized by
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this act and shall submt its evaluation of and reconmmendati ons
regarding the programto the General Assenbly no |ater than
February 28, 2012.
Section 10. Repeals are as foll ows:
(1) The General Assenbly declares that the act repeal ed
under paragraph (2) is obsolete.
(2) The act of June 22, 2000 (P.L.477, No.66), known as

t he Vol unteer Fire Conpany and Vol unt eer Anmbul ance Service

© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

Grant Act, is repeal ed.

=Y
o

SECTI ON 11. THE ADDI TI ON OF SECTION 901. 1(A) OF THE ACT <—

=
=

SHALL APPLY TO GRANTS FOR THE FI SCAL YEARS COVMENCI NG JULY 1,

=
N

2008, AND FOR EACH FI SCAL YEAR THEREAFTER.

=Y
w

Section 4% 12. This act shall take effect imedi ately. <—
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