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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 906 %5

| NTRODUCED BY LENTZ, MELI O, DeWEESE, SOLOBAY, ARGALL, BELFANTI
BENNI NGHOFF, Bl ANCUCCI, BOYD, CALTAG RONE, CARRCLL, CAUSER,
Cl VERA, CONKLI N, CREI GHTON, CURRY, DALLY, DePASQUALE
FABRI ZI O, FLECK, GALLOMAY, CEORGE, GERBER, G NGRI CH, GRELL,
GRUCELA, HARPER, HERSHEY, HESS, HI CKERNELL, HORNANAN,
HUTCHI NSON, KILLI ON, KING KI RKLAND, KORTZ, KOTIK, KULA,
LEACH, LEVDANSKY, MAHONEY, M CALL, Ml LHATTAN, MENSCH,
M COZZI E, MUNDY, MJRT, MJSTI O MYERS, NAILOR, M O BRI EN
PALLONE, PAYNE, PETRARCA, PETRONE, PHILLIPS, PICKETT, PYLE
RAVALEY, READSHAW RUBLEY, SAI NATO, SANTONI, SAYLOR
SCAVELLO, SHAPI RO, Mcl LVAINE SM TH, R STEVENSQON, STURLA,
SURRA, R TAYLOR, VEREB, VULAKOVI CH, WALKO, WANSACZ, WATERS,
WOINARCSKI ,  YOUNGBLOOD AND ADOLPH, MARCH 22, 2007

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON VETERANS AFFAI RS AND EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS, MARCH 22, 2007
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of July 31, 2003 (P.L.73, No.17), entitled "An
act establishing a grant program for volunteer fire conpanies
and vol unt eer anbul ance services; and providing for grant
funding,” further providing for guidelines and procedures,
for award of grants and for expiration of authority;
provi ding for publication and notice, for special provisions;
and repealing an obsol ete act.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 302 of the act of July 31, 2003 (P.L.73,
No.17), known as the Vol unteer Fire Conpany and Vol unt eer
Ambul ance Service Gant Act, is repeal ed:
[ Section 302. Cuidelines and procedures.

The agency shall devel op gui delines, procedures and al
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applications necessary to inplenment the grant program The
agency shall submt the guidelines, procedures and applications
to the Legislative Reference Bureau for publication in the
Pennsyl vani a Code and Bulletin within 30 days of the effective
date of this act.]

Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Secti on 302. 1. Publi cati on and noti ce.

The agency shall publish notice of the grant program

avai lability through the Leqgi sl ati ve Reference Bureau for

publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin within 30 days of the

effective date of this section for the 2006-2007 fiscal year.

Section 3. Section 303 of the act, anmended February 21, 2006
(P.L.38, No.13), is anended to read:
Section 303. Award of grants.

(a) Authorization.--The agency is hereby authorized to make
a grant award to each eligible volunteer fire conpany for the
fol | ow ng:

(1) Construction and/or renovation of the fire conpany's
facility and purchase or repair of fixtures and furnishings
necessary to maintain or inprove the capability of the
conpany to provide fire, anmbul ance and rescue services.

(2) Repair of firefighting, anbul ance or rescue
equi pnent or purchase thereof.

(3) Debt reduction associated with paragraph (1) or (2).

(4) Training and certification of nmenbers.

(b) Limts.--

(1) Except as provided in paragraph (3), grants shall be
not |ess than $2,500 and not nore than $15, 000 per vol unteer
fire company.

(2) Gants may be awarded on a pro rata basis if the
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1 total dollar anmount of approved applications exceeds the

2 anount of funds appropriated by the General Assenbly for this
3 pur pose.

4 (3) In amunicipality where there are two or nore

5 vol unteer fire conpanies and if two or nore fire conpanies

6 consolidated their use of equipnent, firefighters and

7 services [after July 1, 1998, each entity from which the

8 consolidated entity was created will be eligible for a grant
9 as though it had not consolidated.] within five years

10 preceding the date of the current year application subm ssion
11 deadline, the consolidated entity shall be deened eligible to
12 receive a grant not to _exceed the anobunt of the conbined

13 total for which the individual conpanies would have been

14 eligible had they not consolidat ed.

15 (c) Tinme for filing application and departnent action.--

16 (1) The agency shall provide witten instructions and

17 gui delines for grants under this act to the fire chief and

18 presi dent of every volunteer fire conpany in this

19 Commonweal th on or before [February 28, 2006] June 30, 2007.
20 (2) Volunteer fire conpani es seeking grants under this
21 act shall submt conpleted applications to the agency on or
22 before [April 30, 2006] August 30, 2007. The agency shall act
23 to approve or di sapprove the application by [June 30, 2006]
24 Cct ober 30, 2007. Applications which have not been approved
25 or di sapproved by the agency by [June 30, 2006] Cctober 30,
26 2007, shall be deened approved.
27 (d) Eligibility.--To receive grant funds under this act, a

28 volunteer fire conpany shall have actively responded to one or
29 nore fire or rescue energencies [since July 1, 2005,] during the

30 previous cal endar year and nust [sign] have signed and be under
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an agreenent to actively participate in the Pennsylvania Fire
I nformati on Reporting Systemwhich is adm ni stered by the
agency.

Section 4. Section 502 of the act is repeal ed:

[ Section 502. Cuidelines and procedures.

The agency shall devel op gui delines, procedures and al
applications necessary to inplenment the grant program The
agency shall submt the guidelines, procedures and applications
to the Legislative Reference Bureau for publication in the
Pennsyl vani a Code and Bulletin within 30 days of the effective
date of this act.]

Section 5. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Secti on 502. 1. Publi cati on and noti ce.

The agency shall publish notice of the grant program

avai lability through the Leqgi sl ati ve Reference Bureau for

publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin within 30 days of the

effective date of this section for the 2006-2007 fiscal year.

Section 6. Sections 503 and 901 of the act, amended February
21, 2006 (P.L.38, No.13), are anended to read:
Section 503. Award of grants.

(a) Authorization.--The agency is hereby authorized to make
a grant award to each eligible volunteer anbul ance service for
t he foll ow ng:

(1) Construction and/or renovation of the vol unteer
anbul ance service's facility and purchase or repair of
fixtures, furnishings, office equi pment and support services
necessary to maintain or inprove the capability of the
anbul ance service to provide anbul ance, energency nedi cal,
basic life support and advanced |ife support services.

(2) Repair of anbul ance equi prment or purchase thereof.
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1 (3) Debt reduction associated with paragraph (1) or (2).
2 (4) Training and certification of nmenbers.

3 (b) Limts.--

4 (1) Gants shall be not |ess than $2,500 and not nore

5 t han $10, 000 per vol unteer amnbul ance servi ce.

6 (2) Gants may be awarded on a pro rata basis if the

7 total dollar amount of approved applications exceeds the

8 anount of funds appropriated by the General Assenbly for this
9 pur pose.

10 (3) If two or nore volunteer anbul ance services

11 consol idated their use of equipment, personnel and services
12 [after July 1, 1998, each entity from which the consolidated
13 entity was created will be eligible for a grant as though it
14 had not consolidated.] within five years preceding the date
15 of the current year application subnission deadline, the

16 consolidated entity shall be deened eligible to receive a

17 grant not to exceed the anobunt of the conbined total for

18 whi ch the individual conpanies woul d have been eligible had
19 t hey not consol i dat ed.
20 (c) Tinme for filing application and departnent action.--
21 [(1) The agency shall provide witten instructions and
22 gui delines for grants under this act to the president of
23 every vol unt eer anbul ance service in this Commonweal th on or
24 bef ore February 28, 2006.
25 (2) Vol unteer anbul ance services seeking grants under
26 this chapter shall submt conpleted applications to the
27 agency on or before April 30, 2006. The agency shall act to
28 approve or di sapprove the application by June 30, 2006.
29 Appl i cati ons which have not been approved or di sapproved by
30 t he agency by June 30, 2006, shall be deened approved.]
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(1.1) The agency shall provide witten instructions for

grants under this act to the president of every vol unteer

anbul ance service in this Commonwealth within 30 days of the

effective date of this paragraph.

(2.1) The agency shall provide applications to vol unt eer

anbul ance services within 60 days of the effective date of

t hi s par agraph. Vol unteer anmbul ance servi ces seeking grants

under this chapter shall submt conpl eted applications to the

agency on or before August 30, 2007. The agency shall act to

approve or di sapprove the application within 60 days of the

applicati on subm ssi on deadli ne. Applications whi ch have not

been approved or di sapproved by the agency wi thin 60 days of

the applicati on subm ssion deadline shall be deened approved.

Section 901. Expiration of authority.

The authority of the agency to award grants under Chapters 3
and 5 shall expire June 30, [2007] 2008.

Section 7. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 901.1. Special provisions.

(a) Claim--An applicant for a grant under this act who

failed to return a signed agreenent for the precedi ng year shal

not be permtted to apply for a grant in the current vyear,

unl ess the applicant has provided the conm ssioner with a

reasonable witten explanation as to why it did not claimits

(b)Y Delinguency.--An applicant for a grant under this act

who is delinquent in | oan paynents to the Pennsyl vani a Vol unt eer

Loan Assi stance Program exi sting under the act of Novenmber 13,

1995 (P.L.604, No.61), known as the State Fire Conm ssi oner Act,

shall agree to use its grant funds to pay any arrears to the

Commpnweal th or it will not be qualified to receive a grant. Any
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organi zation agreeing to this arrangenent who fails to nake the

paynent to the Commonweal th shall be disqualified from applyi ng

to the grant programfor a period of three years.

(c) Denpnstration.--An applicant for a grant under this act

must denonstrate that it conplied with all terns of its grant

agreenent in the previous year regardi ng the use of the grant

nmoney it received in previous years or it shall not be eliqgible

to receive a grant in the current year.

(d) Approval.--An applicant shall not be approved for a

grant to be used for purposes other than those stated in section

303(a) or 503(a).

Section 8. Repeals are as follows:

(1) The General Assenbly declares that the act repeal ed
under paragraph (2) is obsolete.

(2) The act of June 22, 2000 (P.L.477, No.66), known as
t he Vol unteer Fire Conpany and Vol unt eer Anmbul ance Service
Grant Act, is repeal ed.
Section 9. The addition of section 901.1(a) of the act shall

apply to grants for the fiscal year conmmencing July 1, 2007.

Section 10. This act shall take effect imredi ately.
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