PRINTER S NO. 682

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 616 %5

| NTRODUCED BY HANNA, CARRCLL, CAUSER, CURRY, FREEMAN, GEl ST,
GEORCE, GERGELY, GOODVAN, CGRUCELA, HORNAMAN, KULA, MANN
O NEI LL, PETRONE, SAI NATO, S| PTROTH, SOLOBAY, SONNEY,
STABACK, WALKO AND YOUNGBLOOD, MARCH 6, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON VETERANS AFFAI RS AND EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS, MARCH 6, 2007
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AN ACT

Providing for reinbursenent to certain enmergency services

provi ders of the cost of responding to a request for

energency services on certain State-owned | ands.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the Enmergency
Servi ces Provi der Rei mbursenent Act.
Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Conservation and Natural

Resour ces of the Commopnweal t h.

"Emer gency communi cation center.” An officially recognized

and approved Federal, State, county or rmunicipal operation whose

purpose is to do all of the follow ng:
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(1) Receive energency calls.

(2) Determ ne the appropriate agency, equi pnent and
vehicles required to respond to energency calls.

(3) Dispatch the appropriate agency, equi prent and
enmergency vehicle or vehicles to the location of the
energency situation, incident or event.

"Emergency services provider."™ A nunicipal, public, private
or nonprofit service whose purpose is to respond to energency
situations, incidents and events and provi de energency or
nonemner gency assi stance and service to the public. The term
i ncludes all of the follow ng:

(1) A hazardous materials response unit, fire service,
anbul ance, heavy and |ight rescue squad unit, quick response
unit and other related vehicle used in the nornmal operation
of an energency servi ce.

(2) A volunteer energency service.

"Emergency situation, incident or event." Any of the
fol | ow ng:

(1) A disaster.

(2) A hazardous materials incident.

(3) Afire.

(4) Industrial or private security or fire alarm
syst ens.

(5) Industrial accidents.

(6) Auto accidents.

(7) Medical energencies.

(8) Nonenergency calls for medical assistance.

(9) Any other situation, incident or event that does or
may present a potential danger and threat to the health and

safety of nenbers of the public.
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"False alarm”™ A wllfully fraudul ent and intentional
transm ssion or request for a response by a vol unteer emnergency
servi ces organi zati on where the person nmaki ng the transm ssion

or request knows there is no need for the transm ssion or

1
2
3
4
5 request. The term does not include a person transmtting or
6 requesting a response by a vol unteer enmergency services

7 organi zation who perceives or feels there could be or may be a
8 need for the transm ssion or request.

9 “Muni ci pal energency services departnent.” A fire

10 departnent, anbul ance service or rescue squad established,

11 operated and funded by the nunicipality.

12 "Officially recognized dispatch.” Any of the follow ng:
13 (1) The dispatch of a vol unteer enmergency services

14 organi zation by an officially recogni zed and approved

15 ener gency conmuni cati on center.

16 (2) A response to a special call or request fromthe
17 Pennsyl vania State Police or |ocal police whether it cones
18 t hrough an energency conmuni cati on center or not.

19 "Person.” The termincludes a corporation, partnershinp,

20 business trust, other association, governnental entity other

21 than the Commobnweal th, estate, trust, foundation or natura

22 person.

23 "State-owned land."” Land that is owned or |eased by or under
24 the control of the Departnent of Conservation and Natural

25 Resources.

26 "Vol unt eer anbul ance service."” A nonprofit chartered

27 corporation, association or organization |ocated in this

28 Comonweal th which is regularly engaged in the service of

29 providing enmergency nedical care and transportation of patients.
30 "Vol unt eer energency service organi zation."™ An organi zation
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30

which is a volunteer fire conpany, volunteer anbul ance servi ce,
vol unteer rescue squad or vol unteer hazardous material response
t eam

"Vol unteer fire conmpany.” A nonprofit chartered
or gani zati on, association or organi zation |located in this
Commonweal th which provides fire protection services, including
fire police services, and other volunteer energency service
within this Cormonweal th. Vol unt eer energency service provided
by a volunteer fire conpany may include vol unteer anbul ance and
vol unt eer rescue service.

"Vol unt eer hazardous material response team"™ A nonprofit
chartered corporation, association or organi zation |ocated in
this Commonweal th whose nenbers are specially trained to respond
to accidents or situations where hazardous or toxic materials
are rel eased into the environnent.

"Vol unteer rescue squad.” A nonprofit chartered corporation,
associ ation or organi zation located in this Commonweal th whi ch
provi des rescue service in this Comonweal t h.

Section 3. Reinbursenent for emergency services responses.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The departnment shall pay to an energency
servi ces provider $225 for each time that the departnent
requests enmergency services on State-owned |land fromthe
ener gency services provider and the enmergency services provider
responds to the request.

(b) Procedures.--The departnent shall devel op procedures by
whi ch the departnment requests enmergency services on State-owned
 and from an energency services provider and nmakes paynent to
t he emergency services provider under subsection (a).

(c) Paynent.--The departnent shall rei nmburse an energency

services provider under this act by nmaking paynent as foll ows:
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(1) To the volunteer enmergency service organi zation that
responded.

(2) If a municipal enmergency services departnent that
serves one mnunicipality responded, to the nunicipality.

(3) If a municipal enmergency services departnent that
serves nore than one nunicipality responded, directly to the
muni ci pal energency services departnent.

Section 4. Certain municipalities exenpt.

This act shall not apply to an agreenment for the provision of
energency services entered into between the departnment and an
enmergency services provider on or before the effective date of
this section.

Section 5. Approval of response.

A vol unteer energency services organi zation that responds to
a special call or request fromthe Pennsylvania State Police or
| ocal police that has not come through an officially recognized
and approved energency conmuni cation center mnust be approved by
an officially recogni zed enmergency comuni cati on center prior to
responding to the special call or request. Upon notification by
a vol unteer energency services organi zation of a request for
di spatch, the enmergency comunicati on center shall approve the
response and assign a di spatch nunber to the vol unteer energency
servi ces organi zati on and then contact the nunicipal energency
servi ces departnent, organi zation or person making the request
to confirmthe request.

Section 10. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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