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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 448 *%5”

| NTRODUCED BY BEYER, BAKER, BARRAR, BOYD, CAPPELLI, DALLY,
FABRI ZI O, FAI RCHI LD, CEI ST, G BBONS, G NGRI CH, GODSHALL,
GRELL, HARHAI, HARHART, HARPER, HARRI S, HENNESSEY, HERSHEY,
KENNEY, KILLION, KOTI K, MANN, MARSHALL, MARSI CO, MENSCH
M LLARD, MJSTI O, O NEILL, PETRI, PH LLIPS, PICKETT, QU G.EY,
RCSS, SCAVELLO, SIPTROTH, STERN, SWANGER, THOVAS, WOJNAROSKI ,
YOUNGBLOOD AND VEREB, FEBRUARY 26, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, FEBRUARY 26, 2007
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 7, 1901 (P.L.20, No.14), entitled "An
act for the governnent of cities of the second class,"
further providing for penalty for fal se personification.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1 of Article IlIl of the act of March 7,
1901 (P.L.20, No.14), referred to as the Second Class City Law,
anended Septenber 26, 1951 (P.L.1528, No.383) and July 17, 1953
(P.L.473, No.119), is anended to read:

Section 1. The departnent of public safety shall be under
t he charge of one director, who shall be the head thereof. The
care, managenent, adm nistration and supervision of the police
affairs, and all matters relating to the public health, to the
fire and police force, fire alarmtel egraph, erection of fire-

escapes, and the inspection of buildings and boilers, markets

and food sold therein, and the construction, protection and
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repair of buildings erected for police and fire purposes, shal
be in charge of this departnent.

No person shall be enployed in this departnent as a policeman
or fireman who is not a citizen of the United States, or who has
been convicted of crinme, unless pardoned, or who cannot read and
wite understandingly in the English | anguage, or who shall not
have resided within the State at | east one year preceding his
appoi nt ment .

No policeman shall be required to be on duty for nore than
nine out of any twenty-four consecutive hours, nor for nore than
forty-four hours in any cal endar week, and every policeman shal
be allowed to have at |east forty-eight consecutive hours off
duty in every cal endar week, except in energency cases for the
suppression of riots or tumults or the preservation of the
public peace in tines of riot, conflagration, or public
cel ebrations; and in such cases, council shall provide for the
paynent of extra conpensation or time off at the sane rate as
paid for regular service. The existing salary or conpensation of
any policeman shall not be di m ni shed because of the reduced
nunber of hours of duty prescribed by this anendnent.

The departnent shall nake suitable regul ations, under which
the officers and nenbers of the fire, tel egraph and police force
shall be required to wear an appropriate uniform [It shall be a
m sdeneanor, puni shable by a fine not exceeding five hundred
($500) dollars and inprisonment not exceeding six (6) nonths, or
either or both, in the discretion of the court, for any person
to falsely personate by uniform insignia or otherw se any
of ficer or menber of the departnent.]

The city councils may provide by ordinance a fund for the

care, maintenance, and relief of aged, retired, disabled, or
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i njured policenen or firenen, and the famlies of such as may be
injured or killed in the service.

No policeman appoi nted under this act shall be dism ssed
wi thout his witten consent, except by the decision of a court
either of trial or inquiry, duly determined and certified in
witing to the mayor, which court shall be conposed of not |ess
than three and not nore than five persons belonging to the
police force, equal or superior in official position therein to
t he accused. Such decision shall only be determ ned by trial of
charges, with plain specifications made by or | odged with the
director of the departnment of public safety, of which trial the
accused shall have due notice, and at which he shall have the
right to be present in person. The persons conposing such court
shall be appointed and sworn by the director of the departnent
of public safety to performtheir duties inpartially and w thout
fear or favor; and the person of highest rank in such court
shall have the sane authority to issue and enforce process to
secure the attendance of w tnesses, and to adm nister oaths to
W tnesses, as is possessed by any justice of the peace of this
Conmonweal t h.

Such charges may be of disability for service, in which case
the court shall be one of inquiry, whose decision may be for the
honor abl e di scharge fromthe service of the person concerned;
or, of neglect or violation of law or duty, inefficiency,

i nt enper ance, di sobedi ence of orders, or unbecom ng official or
personal conduct, in which cases the court shall be one of
trial, and its decision may authorize the director of the
departnment of public safety to inpose fines and pecuniary
penalties, to be stopped frompay, or to suspend from pay or

duty, or both, for a period fixed by them not exceedi ng one
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1 vyear, or to dismss fromthe service. The right of appeal of the
2 decision of the trial board shall be nmade within five days to

3 the civil service board.

4 It shall be lawful for the director of the departnent of

5 public safety, at his discretion, to suspend fromduty before

6 trial any person charged, as aforesaid, until such trial can be
7 had, with or without pay as such court shall afterward

8 determne, but no trial shall be delayed for nore than one nonth
9 after charge has been nade.
10 The finding of the court of trial or inquiry, as aforesaid,
11 shall be of no effect until approved by the nayor.
12 The laws in relation to health, buildings and buil di ng
13 inspection, remain unaffected by any of the provisions thereof,
14 and the board of health and the building inspectors shall remain
15 as heretofore, and shall be attached to the Departnment of Public
16 Safety.
17 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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