PRINTER S NO. 446

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 382 >

| NTRODUCED BY W LLI AM5, BUXTON, CLYMER, DENLI NGER, EACHUS
GOCDVAN, HARHAI, HENNESSEY, KILLION, MAHONEY, O NEILL
READSHAW SANTONI, STABACK AND YOUNGBLOOD, FEBRUARY 13, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, FEBRUARY 13, 2007
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AN ACT
Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a

Consol idated Statutes, further providing for protective

orders.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 4954 of Title 18 of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes is anmended by addi ng a paragraph to read:
§ 4954. Protective orders.

Any court with jurisdiction over any crimnal matter may,
after a hearing and in its discretion, upon substanti al
evi dence, which nmay include hearsay or the declaration of the
prosecutor that a witness or victimhas been intimdated or is
reasonably likely to be intimdated, issue protective orders,

i ncluding, but not limted to, the foll ow ng:

* * %

(5) Upon the request of a | aw enforcenent officer,

prosecuting official or victimor witness, an order to do any

of the foll ow ng:
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(i) Conceal the identity of the victimor w tness

when testifying by the use of tel econferencing, voice

di stortion or other nethods to prevent visual

identification. A judge nust be present with the victim

or witness when the victimor witness is testifying and

their identity is conceal ed under thi s subpar agraph.

(ii) Prohibit disclosure of the identity and

personal details of the victimor wtness.

(iii) Institute security neasures, including

transportation to court, provision of a secure room at

the courthouse or other facility and the provision of

police protection for the victimor wtness.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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