PRINTER S NO. 382

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 332 %5

| NTRODUCED BY RAMALEY, SOLOBAY, GERGELY, CASORI O, HARHAI, COHEN
DALEY, FABRI ZI O, FREEMAN, KENNEY, KOTIK, LEACH, O NEILL
PALLONE, PETRONE AND SURRA, FEBRUARY 9, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, FEBRUARY 9, 2007
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AN ACT
Amending Title 53 (Municipalities Generally) of the Pennsylvania
Consol idated Statutes, providing for political activity for
firefighters; and maeki ng repeal s of inconsistent |aws.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 53 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed

Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8§ 1392. Political activity for firefighters.

(a) GCeneral prohibition.--A firefighter who i s enpl oyed by a

muni ci pality shall not:

(1) Use his official authority or influence for the

pur pose of interfering with or affecting the result of an

el ection or a nom nation for el ective office.

(2) Use his official authority or influence to coerce or

solicit any person to make a contribution to a political

party, political fund or a candidate for el ective office.

(3) Be a candidate for elective office, except for the

foll owi ng offices:
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(i) Ofice of school director.

(ii) Ofice of magi sterial district judge.

(iii) Judge of the Traffic Court of Phil adel phi a.

(iv) Judge of the Phil adel phia Muni ci pal Court.

(v) Judge of a court of conmnpbn pl eas.

(b) Pernmtted acts.--A firefighter who i s enpl oyed by a

muni ci pality may participate in any political activity not

pr ohi bited by subsection (a) provided that the firefighter is

not on duty or in uniform

(c) Definitions.--As used in this section, the foll ow ng

wor ds and phrases shall have the neani ngs given to themin this

subsecti on:

"Contribution." A qgift, subscription, |oan, advance, deposit

of npney, allotnent of noney or anything of val ue given or

transferred by one person to another, including in cash, by

check, by draft, through a payroll deduction or allotnent plan

or by pledge or pronise, regardl ess of whether it is

enf or ceabl e.

"Election." A primary, nunicipal, special or general
election.

"Enployed." Paid rather than vol unteer.

"Municipality.” A county, city, borough, incorporated town,

township or hone rule nunicipality.

"Political fund." A fund, organi zation, political action

commttee or other entity that, for purposes of influencing in

any way the outcone of any parti san el ection, receives or

expends noney or anything of value or transfers noney or

anything of value to any other fund, political party, candi date,

organi zation, political action conmttee or any other entity.

Section 2. (a) The following acts and parts of acts are
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repeal ed insofar as they are inconsistent with this act:
Section 644 of the act of June 24, 1931 (P.L.1206, No.331),
known as The First O ass Townshi p Code.

Section 1190 of the act of February 1, 1966 (1965 P.L. 1656,

(b) Al other acts and parts of acts are repeal ed i nsofar as

1

2

3

4

5 No.581), known as The Borough Code.
6

7 they are inconsistent with this act.
8

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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