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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 303 %%

I NTRODUCED BY WOZNI AK, FERLO, KASUNI C, BOSCOLA, FONTANA, COSTA,
STQUT, EARLL, ERICKSON, D. WH TE, PIPPY, ORI E, TARTAGLI ONE
CONTl, O PAKE, C. WLLIAMS, RAFFERTY, GREENLEAF, WENGER
BRI GHTBI LL AND ARMSTRONG, JUNE 19, 2006

REFERRED TO RULES AND EXECUTI VE NOM NATI ONS, JUNE 19, 2006
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A RESCLUTI ON

Desi gnating the week of May 7 through 13, 2006, as "Charcot-
Mari e- Toot h Associ ati on Awar eness Week" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Charcot-Marie-Tooth (CMIN is the nost common
i nherited neurol ogi cal disorder, affecting approximately 150, 000
persons in the United States; and

WHEREAS, Al so known as hereditary notor and sensory
neur opat hy or peroneal muscul ar atrophy, CMI conprises a group
of disorders caused by nutations in genes that affect the nornmal
function of the peripheral nerves, which nerves lie outside the
brain and spinal cord and supply the muscles and sensory organs
in the Iinbs; and

WHEREAS, A typical feature includes weakness of the foot and
| oner | eg nuscles, which may result in foot drop and a high-
stepped gait with frequent tripping or falls. Foot deformties,
such as high arches and hamrertoes are al so characteristic due
to weakness of the small nuscles in the feet. In addition, the

| oner | egs may take on an "inverted chanpagne bottle" appearance
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due to the |l oss of nuscle bulk. Later in the disease, weakness
and rnuscl e atrophy may occur in the hands, resulting in
difficulty with fine notor skills; and

WHEREAS, The Charcot-Marie-Tooth Association (CMIA) in
Chester, Pennsylvania, has educated and served this Commonweal t h
for nore than 20 years; and

WHEREAS, While there is no cure for CMI, physical therapy
i nproves the muscle strength and endurance of persons with CMI
and

VWHEREAS, The Charcot-Marie-Tooth Associ ati on awar eness and
outreach canpai gn in Pennsyl vania can be used as a nati onal
nodel ; and

WHEREAS, CMIA is | eading the charge for educational prograns
dedi cated to training doctors at medical colleges in this
Commonweal th to identify and treat CMI synptons; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate designate the week of May 7 through
13, 2006, as "Charcot-Marie-Tooth Association Awareness Week" in

Pennsyl vani a.
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