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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 235 %%

| NTRODUCED BY RHOADES, STACK, MJSTO, BOSCOLA, ORI E, STOUT,
EARLL, GREENLEAF, LAVALLE, WONDERLI NG KASUNI C, WOZNI AK,
D. WVH TE, ARMSTRONG, CONTI, FERLO AND RAFFERTY,
MARCH 13, 2006

REFERRED TO RULES AND EXECUTI VE NOM NATI ONS, MARCH 13, 2006
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A RESOLUTI ON
Recogni zing the |l ack of due process in the 1876-1878 trials of
several alleged nenbers of the Ml Iy Mguires and
menorializing the Governor to i ssue an order acknow edgi ng

t he samne.

WHEREAS, From 1876 to 1878, several alleged nenbers of the
Mol Iy Maguires in Carbon, Colunbia, Northunberland and
Schuyl ki Il Counties were tried, convicted and sentenced to jail
or hanged; and

WHEREAS, Agents and enpl oyees of the Phil adel phia and Readi ng
Rai | road and Coal and Iron Conpany, the Lehigh and W kes-Barre
Coal and Iron Conpany and the Lehigh Valley Railroad conducted
the investigation, arrest and prosecution of these individuals;
and

WHEREAS, Speci al prosecuting attorneys were used who were on
the payrolls of railroad and m ning conpanies, jury selection
was conducted in a manner which ensured ethnic bigotry and bi as,

the trial judges were closely connected with the railroad and

m ni ng conpani es which instigated the investigations and trials,
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W tnesses were intimdated to commt perjury against the
def endants, and entrapnment was used to accunul ate evi dence; and

WHEREAS, To say that due process and constitutional rights
were lacking in these trials would be an understatenent; and

WHEREAS, As a result of these trials, Barney Boyle, Kate
Boyl e, Patrick Butler, John Canpbell, Dennis Canning, Patrick
Dol an, Chri stopher Donnelly, Neil Dougherty, James Duffy, John
G bbons, Bridget Hyland, M chael Lawl er, Charles MAlIlister
Patri ck McKenna, Ned Monaghan, John Morris, Mchael O Brien
Patrick O Donnell, Francis O Neil and John O Neil were sentenced
to inprisonnment; Janes Boyl e, Al exander Canpbell, Janes Carroll,
John Donahue, M chael J. Doyle, Thomas Duffy, Edward Kelly, Hugh
McGehan, Thomas Miunl ey and Janes Roarity were hanged in 1877;
Denni s Donnel |y, Thomas Fisher, Patrick Hester, John Kehoe,
Peter McHugh and Patrick Tully were hanged in 1878; and Martin
Bergin, James McDonnell, Peter McManus and Charl es Sharpe were
hanged in 1879; and

WHEREAS, Hi story does not question that coal mners were
treated nenially and unfairly by coal mne owners, that mners
and owners struggl ed over the neager working conditions and that
occasional crines were conmtted by sone nenbers of the Mlly
Magui res and by nonmenbers agai nst coal mne owners; and

WHEREAS, Hi story al so does not question the fundanental
unconstitutionality of the trials, since it is well docunented
that a private corporation initiated the investigation through a
private, hired detective agency; a private police force arrested
the all eged of fenders; and coal conpany attorneys prosecuted
them therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate recogni ze the | ack of due process
in the 1876-1878 trials of several alleged nenbers of the Mlly
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1 Maguires; and be it further

2 RESOLVED, That the Senate nenorialize the Honorabl e Edward G
3 Rendell, Governor of the Commonweal th, to i ssue an order
4

acknow edgi ng t he sane.

A241.82JAM 20060S0235R1537 - 3 -



