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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 210 5

I NTRODUCED BY CORMAN, HUGHES, WONDERLI NG, ERI CKSON, MELLOW
COSTA, CONTI, WENCER, WOZN AK, KI TCHEN, BROME, TARTAG.I ONE,
GREENLEAF, FERLO, MJSTO, PILEGE, LEMMOND, FONTANA, BOSCOLA,
ROBBI NS, ARMSTRONG, STACK, KASUNI C, PUNT, D. WH TE
C. WLLIAMS, STOQUT, MADI GAN, THOWSON, O PAKE, PI PPY
RAFFERTY AND ORI E, DECEMBER 14, 2005

I NTRODUCED AND ADOPTED, DECEMBER 14, 2005
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A RESCLUTI ON

Congratul ati ng the Pennsyl vani a Departnent of Health on the
occasion of the 100th anniversary of its foundi ng and

recogni zing the Departnent of Health's centennial celebration

fromApril 27, 2005, through April 26, 2006.

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vani a Departnment of Health was created by
Act 312 of 1905, enacted April 27, 1905, to protect the health
of all Commonwealth citizens through close partnerships with
| ocal health agencies in cities, counties and nunicipalities,
and Act 312 of 1905 has subsequently been nodified through The
Adm ni strative Code of 1929, granting the departnent authority
to enforce all statutes pertaining to public health for the
prevention and suppression of disease and injury; and

VHEREAS, Sanuel G Dixon, MD., LL.D., Sc.D., was the first
Commi ssioner of Health for the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a,

serving from 1905 until his death in 1918, and his know edge of

medi cine, allied sciences and law, in addition to his keen nind,
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common sense, di plomacy and humani tariani sm uniquely qualified
himto serve as conm ssioner; and

WHEREAS, The Bureau of Vital Statistics was created through
Act 330 of 1905, which granted the conm ssioner supervision over
the registration of births, deaths, nmarriages and reportabl e
di seases; within the first eight years, the Bureau of Vital
Statistics recorded nore than 1.5 million birth certificates,

900, 000 death certificates and 490,000 marri age certificates and

nore than 1 mllion cases of communicabl e di seases; there are
currently nore than 19 million birth records and nore than 12.2
mllion death records filed in the D vision of Vital Records;
and

VHEREAS, Seven additional divisions were established in 1905:
Medi cal I nspectors; Sanitary Engi neering; Laboratories;
Di stribution of Imunizing Agents; Tubercul osis Sanatoria and
Di spensaries; Purchasing, Auditing and Accounting; and
Di stribution of Supplies; and

WHEREAS, The Division of Child Hygi ene, organized in 1918,
made substantial changes to both rural and netropolitan
communities in the nedical evaluation and supervision of
sanitary conditions anong children in schools and, by its
creation, effectively enphasized the role of school nurses; and

VHEREAS, The Bureau of Public Health Nurses was created in
1920 under the direction of Alice O Halloran, RN, who served as
Chi ef Dispensing Nurse in the departnent from 1905 until her
retirement in 1954, and at a tine when the spread of di sease and
i nfection such as polionyelitis, diphtheria and small pox was on
the rise, the Bureau of Public Health Nurses enphasi zed di sease
prevention by teachi ng househol ds about sanitation and personal

hygi ene and providing for child health and tubercul osis clinics,
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i mruni zati ons and nedi cal advice; these activities have served
as a catalyst for today's public health infrastructure under the
departnment's Bureau of Conmunity Health Systens; and

VHEREAS, The Bureau of Child and Maternal Health was created
in 1920 primarily to supervise nedical evaluations in schools,
i ncludi ng dental hygiene, and inplenented the Statew de canpai gn
agai nst di phtheria in 1921; and

WHEREAS, In 1920 Pennsylvania was the first state to
recogni ze dental hygiene as an inportant conponent of a healthy
lifestyle when the Departnent of Health established the Bureau
of Dental Health; and

WHEREAS, The Bureau of Field Inspection was organized in 1929
to maintain relations between field staff and Harri sburg staff,
obtain birth and marriage certificates not already forwarded to
Harri sburg, enforce quarantine |aws and assist in |ocal
energencies; the Bureau of Field Inspection reported nore than
10, 000 unreported births and prosecuted 15 physicians for
failure to report cases of communi cabl e di seases; and

WHEREAS, On January 17, 1935, Dr. Edith MacBri de- Dexter was
appoi nted by Governor Howard Earle as the first, and only,
femal e Secretary of Health in this Comonweal t h; during her
adm ni stration, through 1939, Dr. MacBri de-Dexter was
instrunmental in the devel opnent of the first Statew de di abetes
and cancer control plans; and

WHEREAS, The Social Security Act of 1935 broadened the
Department of Health's tasks to include extensive screening
prograns and the use of health care facilities and services; and

WHEREAS, In 1937 the Division of Industrial Hygi ene was
transferred fromthe Departnment of Labor and Industry to the

Depart ment of Health; and
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VHEREAS, In 1974 the Division of Vital Records was rel ocated
fromHarrisburg to New Castle in Lawence County to bring nore
State jobs to econom cally depressed areas, and in 1979
Pennsyl vani a began i ssui ng conput er-generated certified copies
of birth records and one free conplinentary birth record to
parents of newborns; and

WHEREAS, Since its inception in 1974, the Pennsyl vani a Wnen,
Infants, and Children Program (WC) has provided food, education
and referrals to inprove the long-termnutrition and health of
63, 300, 899 wonen, infants and children in this Commonweal t h,
resulting in healthier birth outconmes, |ower anem a rates,

i ncreased awar eness and support of breastfeeding, and education
to famlies on healthier eating habits to prevent obesity; and

WHEREAS, |In 1978, Executive Order 1978-16 was signed,
establishing the nation's first State Center for Health
Statistics in the Departnment of Health; and

WHEREAS, The Governor's Council on Drug and Al cohol Abuse was
transferred fromthe Governor's Ofice to the Departnent of
Heal t h by Reorgani zation Plan No. 4 of 1981, under which the
council becane advisory to the Secretary of Health on issues
rel evant to drug and al cohol abuse; and

WHEREAS, Hospital reporting to the Pennsyl vania Cancer
Regi stry was initiated in 1982 and becanme fully operational
Statewi de in 1985; and

WHEREAS, The Federal H gh Bl ood Pressure Control Program
expanded in 1988 to include chol esterol screening and education
on risk factors for heart disease and stroke and has served as
the basis for the Departnent of Health's Heart D sease and
Stroke Program and

VHEREAS, The Commonweal th's Behavi oral Ri sk Factor
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Surveillance Systemtel ephone survey, first conducted in 1989,
continues to be conducted annually; the survey provides useful
baseline informati on on Pennsylvania's citizens 18 years of age
and ol der on the preval ence of snoking, overweight, cancer
screeni ng and many ot her health behaviors; and

WHEREAS, Act 113 of 1992 established the Primary Health Care
Practitioner Programto devel op a conprehensive programto
support the supply and distribution of primary care
practitioners and since the inception of Act 113, the Depart nent
of Health has created robust initiatives, such as the Primary
Care Practitioner Loan Repaynent, J-1 Visa Waiver Program
Nati onal Interest Waiver and Community Chall enge G ants for
Cinic Devel opnent, to assist recruitnment and retention of
physi ci ans and dentists in rural and urban underserved areas;
and

WHEREAS, Since 1993 the Departnent of Health's Heal thy Wman
Program has screened 43, 134 wonen for breast cancer and cervical
cancer and has provided diagnostic tests and referral for
treatment to 1,023 wonen di agnosed with breast cancer and 57
wonen di agnosed with cervical cancer; and

WHEREAS, In 1995 the Departnent of Health inplenented a
systemto allow hospitals to electronically file birth
certificates, and today all hospitals and several birthing
centers in this Commonweal th use the systemas an efficient,
ti me-saving nethod for registering births; and

WHEREAS, |In 1998 the Bureau of Health Statistics and Research
first released statistical aggregate information via the
Internet on the Departnent of Health's website, and in 2003 the
Bureau of Health Statistics and Research inplenented an

interactive health statistics Internet tool, the Epidem ol ogic
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Query and Mappi ng System (Epi QV5), to assist health data users
to better obtain useful health statistical information; and

WHEREAS, Act 77 of 2001 authorized the Departnent of Health
to establish the Cormonweal th Uni versal Research Enhancenent
Program (CURE), which awards nore than $50 nmillion each year in
grants to Pennsylvania research institutions for health services
and for clinical and bi onedi cal research projects; and

WHEREAS, In 2001 the Departnment of Health began a Statew de
| mmuni zation Informati on Systemto ensure that all children in
this Cormonweal th recei ve adequate protection agai nst vacci ne-
prevent abl e di sease; and

WHEREAS, | n 2001 the Departnment of Health initiated an
unprecedented partnership to develop and inplenment the first-
ever Pennsyl vani a Conprehensi ve Cancer Control Plan to reduce
t he burden of cancer in this Commonweal th; the plan was rel eased
i n Decenber 2003 and serves as a Statew de blueprint for al
sectors of Pennsylvania to work together against the grow ng
chal | enge of cancer; and

WHEREAS, |In 2002 the Departnent of Health began a partnership
with the University of Pittsburgh to conduct research in
bi onedi cal informatics, including further devel opnent of the
el ectronic surveillance system known as the Real - Ti ne Qut break
and Di sease Surveillance System (RODS), which permts real-tine
anal ysis of synptom data from enmergency departnents through
geographical information system (G S) nmappi ng and provi des
alerts to designated public health officials; and

WHEREAS, On Novenber 16, 2003, the Departnent of Health
initiated a cornerstone in bioterrorism preparedness and
response through i nplenentati on of the Pennsyl vani a Nati onal

El ectroni c Di sease Surveillance System (PA-NEDSS), which
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i nproves the tineliness and accuracy of disease reporting and
expands the public health infrastructure for response to
possi bl e bioterrorismattacks, and the departnent received the
2005 Davies Award of Excellence recognizing "a public health
program whi ch i nproves the health of a defined community through
heal th i nformati on and managenent for PA-NEDSS'; and

WHEREAS, The Departnent of Health released its first
Arthritis Burden Report and Pennsyl vani a Ost eoporosis Prevention
and Education Strategic Plan in 2004 to inprove outreach,
education and response efforts to arthritis and osteoporosis
heal t h needs; and

WHEREAS, |n Septenber 2004 the Departnent of Health was one
of five states in the nation to be awarded a five-year grant
fromthe United States Department of Health and Human Servi ces
under the Steps to a HealthierUS initiative, a conmunity-based
effort to reduce the burden of asthma, diabetes and obesity by
focusing on nodifiable risk factors--poor nutrition, physical
inactivity and tobacco use--in Fayette, Luzerne and Ti oga
Counti es; and

WHEREAS, I n 2004 the Departnment of Health joined four other
Commonweal t h agencies (the Department of Aging, the |Insurance
Departnment, the Departnent of Public Welfare and the Depart nent
of General Services) to establish the Health and Human Servi ces
Call Center, which provides services for all different age
groups within the famly, frominfancy to elderly parent, and
responds to their needs through 15 health and human services
prograns on eight toll-free lines; since its inception, the
Heal t h and Human Services Call Center has received nore than
89,000 calls; and

WHEREAS, Over the past 100 years, the Departnent of Health's
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primary responsibilities have expanded from protecting the
safety of water and natural resources, maintaining vital records
and controlling conmuni cabl e diseases to fulfilling a wi de range
of health education, pronotion and protection activities today;
and

WHEREAS, The current m ssion of the Departnment of Health is
to pronote healthy lifestyles, prevent injury and di sease and
assure the safe delivery of quality health care services for al
Pennsyl vani ans; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate congratul ate the Pennsyl vani a
Department of Health on the centennial celebration of its
foundi ng and recogni ze the departnent for its everyday work
protecting and pronoting the health of citizens in every corner

of this Commopnweal t h.
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