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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 131 *%5e”

| NTRODUCED BY D. WHI TE, ROBBINS, PUNT, KITCHEN, BROWE, GORDNER
FERLO, STACK, TARTAGLI ONE, ORI E, PIPPY, COSTA, CGREENLEAF
LOGAN, WIZNI AK, M VHI TE, PI CCOLA, O PAKE, RAFFERTY, PILEGA,
VENGER, LEMVOND, WAUGH, SCARNATI AND ARMSTRONG, JUNE 17, 2005

REFERRED TO VETERANS AFFAI RS AND EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS,
JUNE 17, 2005
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A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON

Directing the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee to

conduct a conprehensive study and revi ew of veterans services

i n Pennsyl vania, exploring a broad range of options on how

best to organize, fund, staff and operate veterans prograns

in order to provide the best possible services to

Pennsyl vani a veterans and their famlies in the nbst cost-

effective and efficient manner.

WHEREAS, Pennsyl vani a has approximately 1.2 mllion veterans
who have served in the arnmed forces of the United States; and

WHEREAS, Pennsyl vani a provi des services to its veterans and
their famlies through a variety of prograns nanaged at the
State and | ocal |evels; and

WHEREAS, The Departnent of Mlitary and Veterans Affairs is
the | ead State agency for many veterans prograns, including siXx
State veterans hones, Scotland School for Veterans' Children,
the real property tax exenption programfor certain disabled
veterans, the blind and paral yzed veterans' pensions, the

vet erans' energency assistance program the veterans'

educational gratuity program and four veterans' service officers
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to provide direct services to veterans; and

WHEREAS, The State Veterans' Conmm ssion, the advisory
councils for the State veterans hones and the Pennsyl vani a
Vet erans' Menorial Conmm ssion carry out various statutory
responsi bilities and provide advice and i nput concerning
vet erans prograns; and

WHEREAS, The Departnent of Mlitary and Veterans Affairs has
done an outstanding job in nmanagi ng and overseei ng the growth of
Pennsyl vani a' s veterans prograns, including doubling the nunber
of veterans hones over the |ast ten years; and

WHEREAS, The Governor's Veterans Qutreach and Assi stance
Program under the aegis of the Departnent of Labor and
I ndustry, provides a variety of services to veterans with an
enphasi s on assisting in enploynment and enpl oynent -rel at ed
training; and

WHEREAS, At the local |evel, county directors of veterans
affairs and county governnents provide a variety of services to
vet erans; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vania War Veterans' Council and the State
Vet erans’ Conmm ssion have requested consideration of
establishment of a separate Departnent of Veterans Affairs for
Pennsyl vani a; and

WHEREAS, A conprehensive, professional eval uation of how best
to organi ze, fund and staff governnent at all l|levels to best
serve Pennsylvania's veterans and their famlies will assist the
Ceneral Assenbly and the Administration in maki ng key deci sions
about the future of veterans progranms in this Comobnwealt h;
therefore be it

RESCLVED (the House of Representatives concurring), That the

Senate direct the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Conmittee to
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conduct a conprehensive study and revi ew of veterans services in
Pennsyl vania to include an exam nati on of how such services are
organi zed, managed, funded and staffed at the State and | ocal
| evel s as well as a review of the conposition, functions and
duties of the State Veterans' Conmm ssion and the advisory
councils for veterans hones; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee
conpare how veterans services are provided in Pennsylvania to
provi sion of services in other states; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the study include recommendati ons on how
Pennsyl vani a shoul d best organi ze, nmanage, fund and staff
veterans prograns at the State and |local |evels to provide the
best services to Pennsylvania veterans and their famlies in the
nost cost-effective and efficient manner; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the study review and consi der the costs and
benefits of a broad range of options for best providing veterans
services, including, but not limted to, reorgani zing the
executive branch of State governnent to establish a separate
Department of Veterans Affairs; and be it further

RESOLVED, That, in order to assist the efforts of the
Legi sl ati ve Budget and Fi nance Conmittee in conducting this
study, a working group be established consisting of the Adjutant
CGeneral or her designee, the Deputy Adjutant General for
Veterans Affairs or his designee, the Secretary of Labor and
I ndustry or his designee, the chairman of the State Veterans'
Conmi ssion and five additional menbers of the conm ssion
appoi nted by the comm ssion chairman, the President of the
Pennsyl vani a State Associ ation of County Directors of Veterans
Affairs or his designee and the chairman and mnority chairnman

of the Veterans Affairs and Emergency Preparedness Committee of
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the Senate and the chairman and minority chairman of the
Vet erans Affairs and Energency Preparedness Conmittee of the
House of Representatives or their designees; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the working group provide advice and input to
assi st the Legislative Budget and Finance Commttee in gaining
vari ous perspectives on the tasks assigned to it; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the staff of the Departnent of MIlitary and
Veterans Affairs assist the Legislative Budget and Fi nance
Committee and the working group with the study described in this
resol ution; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee
or the staff thereof hold such public hearings and neetings as
t hey deem appropriate in the course of the study; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee
file a report containing its findings and recomendati ons no

| ater than Novenber 30, 2006.
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