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A RESCLUTI ON

Recogni zing the nmonth of April 2005 as "Autism Awar eness Month"
i n Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Autismis a severely incapacitating, |ifelong
devel opnental disability resulting in significant inpairnent of
an individual's ability to | earn, develop healthy interactive
behavi ors and understand verbal, nonverbal and reciprocal
conmmuni cati on; and

WHEREAS, Autismis the third nost common devel opnent al
disability, affecting nore than one mllion individuals
nati onwi de and 25,000 individuals in this State; and

WHEREAS, Autismis the result of a neurol ogical disorder
affecting the functioning of the brain, but few nmenbers of the
general public understand this conpl ex syndrone; and

WHEREAS, Although a cure for autism has not been found,
persons with auti smcan be hel ped to reach their greatest
potential through accurate early diagnosis, appropriate

educati on and i nterventi on; and
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WHEREAS, Support groups such as the G eater Philadel phia
Chapter of the Autism Society of Anerica, Cure Autism Now, the
National Alliance for Autism Research, Unlocking Autism and
ot her organi zati ons have dedi cated years of service in their
ongoing efforts to advocate for the rights, humane treatnent and
appropriate education of all persons with autism and

WHEREAS, These groups remain comritted to their cause and to
educating famlies, professionals and the general public to
better understand this lifelong disability; and

WHEREAS, Autismis a conplex disability requiring increased
research to one day find a cure and prevention and requiring
greater recognition and understanding to ensure that persons
with autismare accurately diagnosed and appropriately treated
t hroughout their lives; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate recognize the nonth of April 2005
as "Autism Awar eness Mnth" in Pennsylvania and urge its

observance t hroughout this Commonweal t h.

C11L82DMS/ 20050S0075R0680 - 2 -



